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LATE WAR IN ASIA. 


A Narrative of the Captivity and Sufferings of 
the Officers, Soldiers, and Sepoys, trho fell 
into the Hand r of Hydcr-Ally , after the 
Battle of Conjevcram, September io, 1780. 


Wh ILE the enemy’s horfe and ele- 


phants marched again and again in barba- 
rian triumph over the field of battle, the 
wounded and bleeding English, who were 
not inftantly trodden to death by the feet of 
|ho(e animals, lingered out a miferablc exil- 
tence, expofed in the day to the burning 
rays of a vertical fun, and in the night to 
the ravages of faxes, -^jackalls, and tygers, 
allured to that horrid feene by the feent of 
Von. II, A human 


1780. 
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1780. human blood. Many officers, as well as 
privates, ftripped of all that they had, after 
proiradtinj* hour after hour, and day after 
day, in pain, miferably perifhed; others 
riling, as it were, from the dead, after an 
incredible lofs of blood, which induced for 
a lime the molt perfect infenfibility and ftu- 
pefaclion, found means to rejoin their friends 
in chains, with whom they were deilined to 
flute, for years, the horrors of the gloomy 
jail, rendered Hill more dreadful by frequent 
apprclun lions of that aflaffination which, 
they had the inoll undoubted proofs, had 
been prudti/ed on numbers of their J'ellow- 
prifoners, difperfed in different places of 
confinement, throughout the dominions of 
a barbarous enemy. 

In Europe, the horrors of war are miti- 
gated by the milducfs of the climate, and 
the humanity of the conqueror. In Afia, 
an inveterate antipathy again fl Europeans 
conlpircs with a dry and parched land; 
where it is not an cuiy matter for the lick 
and wounded to obtain even the comfort of 
w.xjtcr, and, with the rigohrs of fervid heat, 

to 
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to prefs down the load of fuffering on the 1780, 
dfefencelefs head of him who has none to 
help him. 

Ilyder-Ally, feated in a eh iir in his 
tent, enjoyed at Dannil, iix miles from the 
feene of action, the fight of his prilbncrs, 
and the heads ol‘ the (lain. Colonel Baiilie, 
with feveral other officers, who, like him- 
felf, were inhumanly wounded, were car- 
ried to his ramp. The vehic le on which 
the Colonel was borne was a cannon. While 
theie unfortunate gentlemen lay on the 
ground, in the open air, at I Tydcr- Ally's 
feet, heads of their unfortunate friends were, 
from time to time, prefented to the con- 
queror ; fome of them even by Engliih 
officers, who were forced to perform that 
inhuman fervice. One Engl till gentleman, 
in particular, was forced to cany two heads 
ofhis countrymen, which proved to be Cap- 
tain Phillips and Doctor Wilfon. But, foon 
after the arrival of the Englifli officers, 

Hyder, touched with a latent fpark of hu- 
manity, ordered the practice of bringing heads 
before him, while tii« Englifh gentlemen 
A 2 


were 
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1780. were prefent, to be difcontinued $ and the 
heads of Captain Phillips and Dodfcor Wil- 
fon he ordered to be removed. A doolcy 
was fent to the field of battle in learch of 
.Colonel Fletcher j but he could not find 
him. The Colonel’s head was afterwards 
carried to the barbarian’s camp. As fome of 
our officers were obliged to carry the heads of 
their countrymen to Hyder’scamp, fo others 
were obliged to carry heavy loads of firelocks. 
For every European head that was brought 
to the barbarian by any of his own people, 
who were volunteers in that fervicc, a pre- 
mium was given of five rupees ; for every 
Europe brought alive ten rupees. The 
conqueror, enjoying a barbarous triumph 
over our captive countrymen, fuffered them 
to remain in his prefence till fun-fet, with- 
out ordering them the fmalleft affiftance in 
their di ft refs. The ftiejj of a tent was then 
fixed for Colonel Billie, and his officers, 
- but without a bit of ft raw, or any thing on 
which they might lie, although repeated 
application was jnade: for this accommo- 
dation, and qjany .of. the& . gentlemen were 
danger ff^^ they; -.wounds. This tent, 

it 
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it muft be obferved at the fame time, con- ^7 8a. 
tained only ten perfons ; the reft of the pri- 
foners were obliged to remain ini the open 
air. About {even o'clock towards the even- 
ing, Colonel Baillie was vifited by Monficur 
Goddard, a French officer, who, altli$ugh> 
in poor circumftances himfelf, allrfted our ’ 
countrymen to the utmoft extent of his 
power. At ten, fome pilaw was fent tottye, 
prifoners from the Circar. 

Several officers were alfo carried to Tip- 
poo Saib, who treated them with great hu- 
manity. He invited them into mt tent, 
gave them bifeuit, and to each five pagodas. 

One of the gentlemen. Captain Monteith, 
who was a married man, exprefied an carneft 
defire of fending a letter to his wife at Ma- 
dras; with which Tippoo readily complied. 1 
Nothing could be more ftriking, on this fad' 
occafion, than the contrail between the 
conduct of the father and that of the fon. 

Hyder-Ally, on the day after tfie engage- Sept> 
ment, moved hfc arhty from DamuUto n. 
Muflalawaulk, where he had' left his bagj- 
A 3 gage. 
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1780. gage* with his tents Handing, when he 
marched to attack Colonel Baillie. Some 
of our- wounded officers were carried in 
palanquins without any covering, ejcpoled to 
a fultry fun, and many of them were obli- 
ged to walk, fubjfedted to the grofs abufc, 
and even to the blows of their Several 
guards. The moment they arrived at the 
limits of Hyder’s camp, they had a pleafing 
in fiance of the fuperior humanity and cour- 
tefy of European officers contrafted with 
the inhumanity of Hyder’s people. Fifteen 
French officers faluted them with the com- 
plime»rv%>f the hat, and they found the 
fly of a marqui with a fmall tent pitched 
for their reception. Soon after this Cap- 
tain Pimoran, a French officer, who before 
the fiege of Mahi had been fent from Pon* 
dicherry with one hundred and eighty Euro- 
peans belonging to the regiment of Lorrain, 
yifited Colonel Baillie, exprelled his fbrrow 
at feeing him reduced to his prefent unhap- 
py fituation, and prefenting Mr. Lally’s beft 
refpedts, affined him that this commander 
had applied to Hyder-»Allj*for leave , to yifijt 
him, but had been refufed. Mahomed-AIly, 
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one of Hyder’s principal Generals, was in- 1780. 
traduced to Colonel Baillie by Dr. Lloyd, 
who had formerly refided at Madras. Cap- 
tain Pimoran brought along with him Ibme 
clothes, bread, wine, and two French fur* 
geons to drefs the wounded. Several other 
French officers, too, were very active in ad- 
miniftering to the Englifh prifoncrs the ut- 
moli aid and confolation it was in their 
power to afford. No pen can do juftice to 
the humanity of thofe gentlemen, without 
whofe affiftance many of our officers mud 
have perifhed : but their merit will for ever 
be embalmed in the hearts and minds of all 
who felt or who witneffed their beneficence. 

• 

From Captain Pimoran Colonel Baillie 
received three hundred pagodas for a bill on 
Madras, which he diftributcd fmong the 
officers. Hyder fent five hundred rupees, 
which the Colonel declined to accept, as 
being too fmall a fum for diftribution among 
his officers and foldiers. 

On the 1 2th* of September, at twelve 
o'clock in the afternoon, arrived in Hyder- 
Ally’s camp, at Muffalawautk, Lieutenant 
• (Vol. 2.) A 4 Bojvfer 
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J780. Bcrw&r and Enfign Dick, with foitte pri* 
vates. They were carried to the head 
Paymader’s, or Bucklhce’s tent, dole to 
that of Hyder, where they remained for 
fevcral hours, gripped of all their clothes* 
obliged to lie down on a bed of fand, their 
wounds expofed to a fevere’ fun, and their 
burning third unquenched hy a drop ^f 
water. On the fame day arrived Lieutenant 
Cox and the Enligns Maconichy and We* 
inyfs. Thefe gentlemen had reached Con* 
jeveram, imagining that place to be dill in 
our polTeflion, and thus fell into the hands 
of the enemy. Lieutenant Bowfer, under 
the lame midaken notion, was making for 
the fame place, when he was taken by * 
party of the enemy’s horfe. 


During the time that this party remained 
near the Bucklhee’s tent, the heads of up* 
wards of ten Europeans were brought by 
different people, in order to receive: the pro* 
mi fed reward. The barbarians were fo<un* 
feeling, that many of the heads were throws 
onrthe ground, ck>fe<to the'Englilh officers. 


'At the fame time that many individuals .of 
thc lowcd cadeSj took frequent opportuni- 


ties 
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ties of doing and faying every thing that 17801 
they conceived to he calculated/ for the pur- 
pole of making irapreffions of horror and 
of fear: if by chance any bead -r man, or per- 
fbns of note happened to come near us, or 
to haVe any bufinefs with us, it was, in ge- 
neral, their manner to treat us, not indeed 
with expreflions of hodile refcntment or 
execration', hut with every mark of difgufV 
and contempt. They would, at the very 
time they were fpeaking, turn away their 
heads, and, on fome occafions, communi- 
cate their fentiments, and learn ours, by 
means of a third perfon. 

If- the horrid fcene, traverfed in this part 
of our narrative, fhall not offend, but ra- 
ther intereft the reader, it may be proper 
to bring it dill clofer to view, by a parti- 
cular defcription of the fituation of one or 
two gentlemen, whofe cafes, chofcn as the 
drd f hat occurred, bear but* too near a re-, 
fembl^nce to thofe of their unfortunate fcl- 
law-fufferers. Lieutenant Thomas Bowfer, 
who, before Colonel Beillie displayed a flag, 
of jtnbee^s had received a mufket hall in hi® 
leg, afiec our. little army fuirendercd, which 
V., - it 
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1782. it did about eleven o’clock, received eight 
defperatc wounds with a fey mi tar. Thefe, 
as might be expected, brought him to the 
ground, where he lay deprived of all fenfation 
for feven hours . Towards the evening he a- 
; wakened from his trance, dripped of all his 
clo thes,except a pair of under drawersT,and part 
of his fhirt, with an intenfe third, calling out, 
and imploring from the enemy a little water. 
Some, moved by compaflion, and yielding 
to the natural impulfe of humanity, forgot 
their antipathies, and in this extremity of 
diftrefs, lent their alii fiance, while others 
anfwered his importunate fupplications only 
with reviling language, and threats to put 
him inflantly to death ; which he entreated 
them to do, as there was nothing in reality 
which he fo earneflly wifhed for. The 
water which was adminiflered to him by 
fome friendly hand, was deeply tinged with 
blood. It was brought from a fmall pool 
in the field of battle, about fifty or fixty 
yards from the fpot where he lay. In this 
pool many of our men had been cut down, 
attd*others, bleeding and dying, had crawled 
•to it under the impulfe of burning third. 
One of Hyder’s fbldiers was fo humane a* 

to 
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II 


tofurnifli Mr. Bowfer with an earthen pot, or l y 8 o, 
chatty, holding about a pint, full of the tinged 
water already deferibed, and, at the fame time 
to inform him where he would find the pool 
from whence it was taken, advifing him to 
make for it as well as he could. Thither ac~ 
cordingly he crawled ; and when he arrived, 
was fir uck with horror at the fight of tliedcad 
and wounded, with which it was furround- 
ed and filled, fie filled his chatty, and 
endeavoured to proceed 4 towards Conje- 
veram : but he had not advanced above 
three or four hundred yards, when he was 
quite overcome, and obliged to lie all night 
in the open air, during which there fell two 
heavy fhowers of rain. 

In the morning of the 1 1 th, he made a 
fecond effort to proceed towards Conje- 
veram; but, after walking about a mile, 
he was met by fome of the enemy’s horfe- 
men* who afked him who he was ? In the 
hope that they would think him below their 
notice, heanfwered that he was a poor foldier, 
and that he was going to feek for lome re- 
Jief under his diftreffes at Conjeveram. They 

informed 
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1780, informed him that that place was in the- 
pofieffion of Hyder, and. that he mull pro- 
ceed as a prifoner to his camp, taking charge 
of him at the fame time, and obliging him 
to walk without any affiftance. At eight 
o’clock, the horfemcn delivered him up to 
two of the enemy's fepoys, who behaved to 
him with rather more humanity and kirid- 
neis. They gave him water out of the 
palms of their hands, placed properly to- 
gether for that purpofe j for by this time he 
had become fo ftiff with his wounds, that 
he could not of .himfelf bend or Hoop, even 
in the fmalleft degree. Whenever he want-r- 
ed to reach to any thing, the guard, taking 
hold of his arm, let him gently down and 
pulled him up. About twelve o’clock, he 
was equally liirprized and overjoyed to come 
up with a brother officer, Enfign Dick, a 
quarter-mafter ferjeant of artillery, and two 
privates. He was now joined to this party,- 
who were nearly in the lame fituation With" 
himfelf. The quarter-mafter ferjeant had 
• received fo deep a cut acrofs the b&ck part' 
of his neck, that he was obliged to hold his 
head^n his hands, in order to keep it from 
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failing to a fide, all the journey. The leall 1780, 
fhake or unevennefs of the groQnd made him 
cry out with pain. He once and again qeafod 
from all attempts to proceed, abandoning 
himfelf to the defpair of ever being able to 
accomplifh his painful journey, or to pro- 
long his ntiferable life ; blit being encou- 
raged, called on, and conjured by his com- 
panions to renew his efforts, he did fo, 
and they were fuccefsful. He recovered of 
his wound, and is now alive; the moll 
flriking proof, perhaps, that is to be found, 
of that power or principle of recovery and 
felf-prefervation which beneficent Provi- 
dence has implanted in the conftitution of 
our nature. As they moved flowly on, 
they perceived feveral Europeans lying dead 
on ’the road, and naked; others dying, and 
many calling out in vain for water. To 
their prifoners, however, who were able to 
walk, however flowly, the guards admini- 
ftered a little dry r jee t forked in water. 

They were not indulged' Yfhh water, as 
they could not ftoop ta affift, themfqlves, 
fo often 4 s they ydihed<for.it. It was often 
refufed 40 jheir* moft earneft entreaties. Nor 

were 
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1780. were they allowed to reft oftener than at the 
Ipaces of two or three hundred yards* 
which appeared to them tedious and painful 
journies ; and permiffion to reft a little* 
even after thefe, was accounted a great fa- 
vour. 

Between eleven and twelve o’clock at 
night* this little party arrived in Hyder’s 
camp* where they were obliged, as has been 
obferved, to lie on the bare giound, ex- 
pofed to the winds and rain all night, al- 
though there were empty tents at no greater 
diftance than ten yards. They now met 
with fome afliftance from certain fepoys* 
who had formerly been in our iervice. 

On the 1 2th, as foon as it was day-light, 
this little party anxioufly requefted to be 
fent to Colonel Baillie, and the other offi- 
cers, but were told that they muft be car- 
ried before Hyder. An order for this pur- 
pofe arrived about ten o’clock ; and on their 
way to his tent, they were accofted by feve- 
ral Europeans, who had formerly^ bed# in 
our /ervice, but had.defcrtid. Thefe men 
* iympa- 
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lympathized with our fltuation, and infilled 1780, 
on. our drinking a little arrack with diem, 
which we did, in the midft of multitudes 
who crowded around us. They took 
their leave of their kind entertainers, whom, 
in the midft of their own diftreffes, they 
could not help confidering as unfortunate ; 
but they had not proceeded above an hun- 
dred yards before they were ordered to ftop. 

They were at this time fo overcome by fa- 
tigue, that they laid themfelves down on a 
bed of fand, almoft devoured with flies, 
and a fpedtacle to thoufands of lpe£tator$. 

At this time Captain Pimoran came up to 
them, took down their names, exprefled the 
greateft lorrow at their diftrefsful fltuation, 
and, gave to each of them one Hurt, 011c 
pair ofc long drawers, one pocket handker- 
chief, and to each alfo a pagoda. He far- 
ther gave orders that fome victuals ftiould 
be drefled for them. About twelve o’clock 
another order arrived for them to proceed to 
Hyder immediately $ but on their arrival at 
the Paymafter’s tent, which was clofe to 
Hyder’s* as already mentioned, they were 
again ordered ttl ftop,, and proceed no far-. 

ther. 
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4780. ther. They were now fo exceedingly re- 
duced by their accumulated diftrefleS, that 
there was not one of them who thought it 
poffible they ffiould live much longer, and 
who was not convinced that he fhotild very 
foon die. At this time Lieutenant Bowfer 
few Dr. Lloyd, whom he had formerly 
known at Madras, coming out of Hyder’s 
tent. He inftantly requcfted one of the 
guards to call the Dodlor, and, after mak- 
ing himfelf known to him, begged that he 
would obtain an order that his fmall party 
might be fent to Colonel Baillie and the 
other officers. With this requeft the Dodtor 
complied, without the fmalleft delay. There 
were fome of them fo exhaufted with want, 
pain, and fatigue, added to previous lofe of 
blood, that it was found neceflary that they 
ffiould be carried on the backs of French 
foldiers. 

* 

On the 1 3 th, Kiftna-row,' Hyder- Ally’s 
Dewan, or Treafurer, brought a thoufand 
rupees, which Colonel Baillie divided in the 
following manner : — To each Captain thir- 
teen rupees j to the Lieutenants nine ^ to the 
E Aligns ieven ; and to the non-commiffioned 
"• * 'bfflcers * 
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* Officers and privates, one rupee each This 1780. 
officer of Hyder’s took a lift of our names, 
and delivered to Colonel Baillie a quantity of 
filk cloth, palampore, and fome pieces of 
coarfe cloth. The Colonel gave to the Cap- 
tains, Surgeons, and Lieutenants of his Ma- 
jefty’s 73d regiment, each a filk cloth ; to 
the fubaltcrns one piece of coarfe cloth, 
with one fmall palampore j and to each pri- 
vate one piece of cloth. This day Enfign 
Wemyfs died. On this day, alfo, a foldier 
brought the names of Captain Ferrier, 
Lieutenant Wade, and Enfigri Moncrieffi 
written on a piece of an earthen pot or 
chatty. Thefe poor gentlemen had taken 
this method of fignifying that they were ftill 
alive, and of requefting fome affiftance* 
Serjeant Macormick, on the day after the 
engagement, found Lieutenant Wade 'and 
Enfign Monerieff thrown into a bufh full of 
thorns, and fo defperately wounded, that 
they were incapable of adminiftering to 
themfelves, or to one another, the fmalleft 
relief or 'affiftance. The ftijeant, not with- 
out difficulty, removed theft unfortunate 
gentlemtjp to thefhadc of a tree, and having 
Vol. II. B fupplied 
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1?$©. fupplied them with a little water, left them 
to the care of Providence* It was not in his 
power, nor, alas! in ours, toaffbrd to our 
friends the fmafleft aid, or to confole them 
under their fufferings, by any token of our 
fympathetic forrow at their extreme dif- 
trefs. 

Sept. Some trunks of cloth were lent, by-orders 
I4 ‘ from Hyder, for the ule of the whole of his 
prifoners . Colonel Baillie prefented the 

commandant of our guard with an hundred 
rupees. About eleven in the forenoon 
Kiftna-row, Hyder’s treafurer, came and 
ordered fuch of us as were capable of walk- 
ing to Hand up. This order was inftantly 
obeyed j and a leparation took place. Colonel 
Baillie, the Captains Baird, Rumley,Lucas, 
Menteith, and Wragg, with the Lieutenants 
Lindfey and Frazer, were ordered to remain 
in the enemy’s camp. The officer s^jaot 
wounded, who amounted to the number of 
twenty-three, were lent to Bangalore ; and 
thole who were Wounded, of Whom diem 
were twenty-feven, to Anted. The wound- 
ed privates were in like maimer fe$t to Ar« 

ned. 
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and thofe not wounded to Bangalore. 17-80 
All this was done fo Suddenly on the part of 
Hyder, that we had not fo much as an op- 
portunity of Speaking to each other, and if 
any one .had dared to folicit this privilege, 
he would undoubtedly have been treated by 
the guards, who were under the neceffity of 
carrying their mailer’s orders into prompt 
execution, with great abufe, However, as 
they could not prevent us from feeing, we 
beheld our brother fufferers mounted on 
fmall horfes called tattoos: and, foon after 
this, fame doolies were brought for ' the 
party deftined for Arnei, who were hurried 
into them with every mark of contempt. 

Thefe doolies are the moil inhuman vehicles 
in which Europeans were ever placed. The 
common fort of them are from three feet 
and an half to four v feet long, and about twd 
feet and an half broad. They are compofed 
of a frame made of bamboo or common 
wood, with four polls at the corners, to 
which the ikies and ends are fattened, at 
the difeance of eight inches from the ground. 

To each of thefe pofts k fixed a ftraight , 

* :,*■ *B a • bamboo, 
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1^80. bamboo, or large pole, by meaijs of which 
the machine is carried by four coolies or 
bearers. The frame is lafhed together by 
ropes made of the fibres of the cocoa nut, 
and fome times .by fmall rattan canes, 
which, at the fame time that they ferye to 
fallen the machine, fupply the place of a 
feat. The doolies are ufually covered 
over with coarfe cotton cloth ; but as ours 
had no coverings of any kind, many of our 
gentlemen fuffered.very feverely. 

The poor foldiers, who laboured under 
every mifery, were fome of them put into 
thefe doolies, and above fifty of them placed 
on arrack bandiers or carts. It is impof- 
fible to defcribe the inexpreffible fufferings 
of thofe unfortunate men, defperately 
wounded, their bodies expofed to a fevcrc 
fun, placed fix or eight of them together on 
thefe arrack bandiers, knocking againfl each 
other from the jolting of the machine^ £$d 
refufed even a dtop of water. Wh^&C'- 
had advanced, in this painful manner, .about 
four miles from Hyder’s camp, we madean 

. . hsdt^ 
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halt. A fly of a mdrqui w|jB now pitched, $780. 
to Shelter us from the weather. About 
eight in die evening there fell an -heavy 
fliower of rain, which proved fo deftru&ive 
to fome of the foldiers that they died raving 
mad: for diefe poor men having neither 
tent nor covering of any kind, the water pe- 
netrated even to the cerebellum, through the 
fractures of the Ikull. About twelve o’clock 
at night a Sheep was brought, with feme 
rice, and drefled by our fervants. 

Doctor Campbell, one of our furgeons, 
being at the point of death, requefted leave 
to bid his laft farewel to his brother, who 
was with the Bangalore party, ' encamped at 
the 'distance from us of about ah hundred 
yards. His requeft, after a good deal of he- 
sitation, was granted. 

At Sun-rife we were ordered to eat fome Sept, 
cold rice, and about eight o’clock we moved 1 5 * 
onward to Scolore $ at which place we ar- 
rived about live in the afternoon . Captain 
"Ferrier, and feywal privates, died here,' anc[ 

B 3 were 
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* jy8o. were thrown cardjefsly into an hole elofe by 
us. The doolejrloys, of the hill or cannery 
call:, during the courfe of our journey thi* 
ther, behaved to us in a mofl barbarous 
manner, often beating us with flicks, refus- 
ing to give us water, and wantonly and 
cruelly expofing us to the fun. At any time 
when we were permitted to halt for a little 
reft and refreihment, if they had an oppor-r 
tunity of fetting us down under the lhade, of 
a grove or tree, they would give themfelves 
trouble to expole us to fuffering, by carry- 
ing us about to that fide pf the grove or 
tree where we fhould not enjoy the cooling 
fhade of their leafy branches, but fufftr the 
rage of the noon-day fun, in its utmoft 
rigor. — The men who carried thefe dodlies, 
as well as fome others of the lower calls of 
people in Hyder’s dominions, would fre- 
quently revile us in terms not to be repeat- 
ed. They would tell us, that we Ihould be 
forced to eat our own dung *, and cxpttefs 

* It would appear, from the {acred writings of the Old 
Teftament, that thi iexpreffion of l^tred and, averfion jr|», 
in adtient times, common id other parts of the Eafi. 


their 
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their hopes ami confidence, that when we 1780. 
fhould arrive at the place of|Dur deftination, 

Hyder would not fail to put us to death* 

We moved off this day at the fame time Sept, 
as yefterday, and reached Arnc^ (which, 1(3 ' ' 
with the adjacent country, had taken choul, 
or come under the prote&ion of Hyder) 
at three in the afternoon. Here we were 
crammed together into a filthy dungeon, 
barely fufficient to receive us. Lieutenant 
Cotton, juft as he entered within the prifon 
dropped down dead. It is probable, that 
had we not halted at Arnee, the whole of u$ 
would have periflied. In the evening fame 
rice was font to us, with a little maflal, 
which is a fpecies of fpice, or pepper. 

Qur daily allowance at Arnee was to each Sept, 
of us one fear of rice, arid fometimes a little 1 7 ’ 
lean mutton, one fpoonful of ghee,, a (mall 
quantity of curry ftufif, half a. fpoonful of 
ialt^and two or three fticks of firewood. — 

Our j^rvants were allowed each three cafh 
, jcr- day# and' ope &ar of rice with a little 

B *4 , *alt> 
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j?8o f fait. Application was made fbralittlo 
ftraw to fleep or?, but without fuccefs. ■ We 
were forced to reft on the bate ground, 
without wine, tea, fugar, or any other com- 
fort or refrefhment than has been already 
fpecified. 

At the time of our leaving Hyder’s camp, 
Monfieur Caftro, a furgeon, came with two 
or three rufty inftruments, and attended us, 
during our ftay at Arned. Monfieur Caf- 
tro, it is juftice to fay, ihewed us great hu- 
manity and attention. Our only medicine 
was a compofition of wax and oil, which 
was purchafed in Hyder’s camp. 

Sept. In die evening died Dodor Campbell. 

l8. The death of this gentleman was anobjedt 
of fincere regret to all the prifoners. Ap- 
plication was made to the Keeladar for feme 
cloth for bandages. This necefiary article 
being refufed, we were obliged tojearup 
the piece of coarfe cloth we had received 
as a prefent from Hyder. . Many of us were* 
under the neceffity of going»-for fever^l days* 

' ’• 0 * ■ ' t j 

t f 1 ' * naked* 
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piked, being in pofleflion of only one Hurt 17S0. 
and troufers, which, having- already worn 
than fix days, we were obliged to get 
waihed. Shoes we had none. We had 
nothing of any kind to.fupply the place of 
either bedding or bed-cloaths j and the rain, 
falling on us through the crazy roof of our 
prifon, disturbed and annoyed us by night 
and by day. We were this day vifited by 
an Hungarian ferjeant in the fervice of Hy*r 
der. This man, although* he was as great 
a rogue as could be imagined, proved after-, 
wards of very great fervice to us. After 
repeated applications to the Keeladar we at 
laft received,- on this day, five old mats, and 
made a divifion of them by cutting them in 
; but they were fo bad that we could 

fcarcely ufe diem,. 

We applied to the Keeladar, chiefly on s ep t. 
Recount of the wounds that many of us had * 9 * 
deceived in our heads, for a barber . He re- 
turned for anfwer; that if we troubled him 
any more^ he would fendus irons. 


This 



MEMOIRS ® F TBS 


s6 

1780. This day was- marked by tfce~deathof 

® ept ' Mr, John Bailiie a cadet: 

£ 0 « 

a2 . As this was by that of Eofign Dick : 

- And this by that of Lieutenant Cox* - 

Mr. Baillie, dining the cotufe of. the 
preceding night, had fallen into a delirium j 
and as we were not allowed any light in 
our prifon, he walked over feveral of the 
wounded officers, who, in the greateft 
anguifh, cried out in vain for affi fiance. 
We had thefe gentlemen as decently 
carried out as our fituation would allow. 
However, we learned afterwards, that they 
were Gripped of the piece of cloth which 
covered them, and thrown into the bed of 
a river, expofed to jackalls and tygers and 
other ravenous animals, 

• 1 

O St. Enfign Gordon, who had now recovered 

4 * from his wounds, was taken out of prifon 
and fent Serbigapatam. , Lieutenant 
JMackay received fifty pagodas fiait by ouj 

rcfident 
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Fffident at Pondichery, Mr. Skardoa, and 1780*, 
conveyed to us by means of our good friend °& m 
the French doctor. This gentleman, touch- 
ed with our miserable fituation, carried- a 


letter to the humane, to the godlike Captain 
Pimoran, whole name it is impofltble to 
mention without the liveliefl emotions of 
gratitude, admiration, and love, attendinghis 
duty in Hyder’s army, employed at that 
time in the liege of Arcott, which is diftant 
from Arned about eighteen Englilh miles. 
The goodnefs of the do&or wa* the greater 
that he undertook and performed this friend- 
ly journey, notwithftanding the mean in- 
sinuations of the Hungarian ferjeant above- 
mentioned, who allured him that he would 


undoubtedly be detected, and dragged to 
deathat an elephant’s foot. Captain Pimo- 
ran prefeii ted his hncere refpedts, and begged 
leave to allure us, that he had fent all the 


ready money in his poffeffion by Monfieur 
Caftro, but that he would on every occafion 
afSft us'to the the utmoft of his power. If 
yre had not been favoured with thefe fupplies 
from this genereus Frenchman, a private 

friend though a ' public foe, -the greater 

part 
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1780, part of us muft have perked through’ 
want* 

Soon after this we received the melan- 
choly tidings, that Captain Pimoran had fal- 
len before Arcott. An honourable death 
Secured to this generous fpirit the glory of 
a life that was an honour to human nature. 
But we felt inexpreflible regrdjfc that we 
could no longer indulge the hopeof teftify- 
ing, by fome vifible token, that inward gra- 
titude and efleem which had been awakened 
in each of our breafts, by his generous 
goodnefs, 

About this time, the Dodfor, having 
reprefen ted to us the miferable fituatioh of 
our unfortunate foldiers, we purchafed for 
their relief twenty-feven pieces of cloth : 
but on applying to the Keeladar for permif- 1 
fion to fend them, we received no anfwer 
to our requeft. So that the fufferings of the 
poor foldiers remained unaduaged by the - 
cpmforts which their friends had provided. 
Nor was this the only, or the -moft prefling 
jequefl that we were under the neceflity of 

making 
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making to our enemies. Our place of re* 1780. 
tirement, which was fituated within the 
walls of our difmal dungeon, became fo 
offenfive, that we made the molt importu- 
nate applications to have it cleared. But 
no orders were ilTued for this necelTary fer- , 
vice by the Keeladar, and none were to be 
found who would do it voluntarily. The 
fuffcrings that arofe from this putrid fource, 
in a fultry climate, to men afflidted and worn 
down with fluxes; the fwarfns of odious 
vermin that adailed our naked and fore 
bodies, and that, penetrating and neftling in 
the wounded ear of a certain officer, turned) 
the auricular nerve into an inftrumentof the 
moft exquifite pain for feveral nights and 
days ; thefe cannot be recollected without 
horrftur, nor related without difguft. Nor 
is it worth while, after hinting at fuch dif- 
trefles as thefe, to relate that in the prilbn 
of Amed many of the Englifh officers, on 
account of the want of fervants, were 
obliged to wafh their own pots, to kindle 
their own fires, and drefs their own vic- 
tuals* 


At 
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*780. At this period of our Narrative, it may 
v be proper to give the following ftatement of 
xhe different fates that awaited the gentle- 
men of Coloiiel Baillie’s detachment, in the 
late unfortunate action near TacoaUom. 


Names of Corps* 

Killed 

Wounded. 

Dirt of 

Wounds. 

Lieut. Col* Baillie 


X 


Lieut. Col. Fletcher 

I 



Lieut. Frazer, Brigadier Major 




Lieut* Read, Aid dc Camp 




Lieut. Chace, Brigadier Major 


X 


Enfign Buigicr, Commiffary 

1 



Surgeons. 




Mr. Wilfon 

I 



Raine 


I 


Campbell 



I 

Ogilvie 



• 

Grenadier Company , 73 d Regi- 



* 

ment . 




Lieut. John Lindfey 

’ 

1 

X 


Lieut. Gulin 

1 



Mr. Forbes, Volunteer 

I 



Light Infantry , 73 d. 




Capt. David Baird - 


* 


Lieut. Mackenzie - * - 

I 



Lieut. Melville 


• I - 

* 

Mr. Hedges, Volunteer 




Mr. Cutnbert, Ditto 


I 


* Carry over « " 

6 

. 7 

1 
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1780* 


Namet of Corps. 

Killed 

Wounded. 

Died of 
Wound*. 

1 ” 

Brought over 

6 

7 

X ■ 

Company’s Art tilery. 



l 

' Capt. Jones 

Lieut, Smith - * 

Lieut. Cox * >- - 

Lteut. Mirton 

I 

< 

\ 

Mr. Monie, Condu£tor 

Capt. Phillips’ >; European Gre- 

X 



nattier s. 

* 


' 

Capt* Phillips ' * 

Lieut* Knox 

I 


s 

Lieut. Mafley - 

Enfign Clarke ' - : 

Capt. Perrier’s European Gre- 

X 

X 


nadiers. 




Capt. Fetrier 



I 

Lieut. Wade 

Lieut^MTOeale 

Lieut* Bowfer - - 

X 

1 


Lieut. Halliburton , - 


X 


John Goree, V olunteer 

John* Hope, ditto 


‘ I 

.ft j 

— Latham, ditto , - 

■ 



Sepoy Mar kf men. 




Lieut. Muat. 5 - ? - 

I-,. 1 ■■ " . 

Wtvo Companies of European In - 

■ 


I ■ ! 

■ 


: ; 

* fantry. ■ 


1 A! 


fcap$. Mtenteith , - - 

Capt. I^ragg - 0 - . 

I 

1 

* • 1 

.* ; • ’ Cany aver . \ , 


1 *3 < 
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1780. 


Karnes of Corps* 


I Died or 

Killed Wounded. Wounds 


Brought over 

Enfign Galway 
Lieut. Nafh 
Lieut. Dring 
Mr. Baillie, volunteer 
Lieut. Baillie, Volunteer 

Five Companies Sepoy Grena- 
diers. 

Capt. Rumley - - . 

Enfign Moore 

Enfign Maconichy 

Enfign Stringer 

Enfign Wood 

Enfign Clarke 

Five Companies Sepoy Grena- 
diers. 

Capt. Gowdie 
Lieut. Mackay 
Enfign Picklaw 
Enfign Wilfon 
Enfign Gordon 
Enfign Sheddon 

Firjl Carnatic Battalion • 

Capt. Lucas 
Lieut. Campbell 
Enfign Innis 
Enfign MacaJifter 
Enfign MacLane 
Enfign Lombard 
Enfign Corner 

Enfign Lang - c - f 
# , Carry over 


” *3 
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Names of Corps. 

! 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Died of 1 
Wounds.l 

Brought over 

*7 

2 7 

4 

Second drear Battalion. 




Capt. Powell 

Lieut. Cotton 

Lieut. Forbes 

I 


X 

Lieut. Jurin 

Enfign Curtis 

I 

i 


Enfign Hemming 

1 



Eniign Dawes - * 

I 



Eniign Wynn 

Enfign Dick 

I 



Enfign Forbes - „ 


l 


Second Carnatic Battalion . 




Capt. Geo. Nixon 

Lieut. Butler 

Lieut. Dalrymple 

I 

I 


Enfign Mackay 

Enfign Bofwell 

I | 

I 


Enfign Rogers - 

I 



Enfign Tomlinfon 
* Enfign Frank - 

I 



, Six Companies of the jtb Carna- 




tic Battalions 




Gapt. Grant 

Eniign White 

Enfign Mah igan 

I 

I 


.Enfign Marihall 

I 



Enfign Macleod , « 

l 

I 



Total . 1 

2 9 

32 
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i7$o. The officers, including volunteers, were 
in whole eighty-fix. Of thele feventy were 
hilled or wounded, and only fix teen efcaped 
unhurt. 

Nov. The following gentlemen being recovered 
1 ’ of their wounds 'were fent off to Seringapatam : 

Lieutenants Maffey, Turin, Chace ; En- 
figns Wilfon and Stringer. This day we 
received accounts of the Pittah of Arcott 
having furrendered. 

Dec. The following gentlemen being recovered 
** of their wounds, were ordered for Seringa- 
patam, and previoufly to their departure 
made up a fum of one hundred and fifty 
pagodas, in bills on Madras, for the French 
X>q£tor, their worthy and good friend, who 
fhed tears on their departure:-— Captain 
Grant; the Lieutenants Bowfer, But- 
ler, Mackay; Enfigns, Picklaw, Moore, 
Maconichy, Macalifler; Volunteers Baillie 
and Hope. Lieutenants Melvill, Dalrym- 
ple, and Knox, were left at Arnee. Mr. 
Knox laboured under a dropfy, nor had the 
Do&or any mftruments* to give him re- 
- lief. 
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lief; Lieutenant Melvill had received a 1780. 
ihot in his left arm, which broke and fhat- 
tered the bone ; and, a few inftants after, 
as he was in the a< 5 t of turning round to 
ipeak to fome of the foldiers, a ball paffed 
through the fame arm, and part of his left 
breaft. Had it not been for the accident of 
turning round, this ball muft inevitably have 
put an end to his exigence. The enemy’s 
Cavalry having broke into our ranks, in the 
confufion and carnage which enfued, the 
bone of his right arm was cut in two by a 
fabre, and he was daflicd unmercifully oil 
the ground. lie was, after this, ftripped 
i)f all his clothes, even of his fhirt, and while 
he was dragged to a convenient fpot for this 
purpo^, his head linking again ft every 
Hone, and his disjointed arms trailing Uver 
the enfanguined foil, he fullered the extremi- 
ty of pain. As he lay naked, bleeding and 
helplefs on this fpot, an horfeman, with 
Wanton cruelty, wounded him in the back 
tvitli his fpear. In this miferable lituation 
he lay for two days and two nights, expofed 
to the tortures <jf a burning fun, to the 
danger of being torn to pieces by beafts of 
C 2 prey* 
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i“8o. prey, and, what every foldier whofe fate it 
has been to lie wounded on a field of battle 
knows to be more dreadful than any or all 
other circumftances of fuffering united, to 
the want of water. Lieutenant Melvill 
having made repeated efforts to afluage, in 
fome degree, his burning thirft, by means 
of whatever grafs or herbs was within the 
narrow circumference of his reach, in vain, 
was reduced, like other men in fimilar fi- 
tuations of extreme diftrefs, to the neceflity 
of feeking for relief from the moifture of 
his own body. Had it not been for the 
humane and moll generous attentions of 
Lieutenant Forbes, who lay by him part of 
the firfl night and afiifted him, he mufl in 
all human probability jhave perifhed. . He 
wa|, at la ft, on the morning of thfe third 
day, picked off the field by fome of the 
enemy, who, without any circumftance of 
fellow-feeling or humanity, carried him in 
a rude and cruel manner to their camp. 
The recovery of Mr. Melvill may be ranked 
• among the moft ftriking proofs of the pro- 
vifion that is made for the preforvatian of 
the human frame. * 


We 
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We left Arne£ about nine in the morn- 1780. 
ing, penetrated with forrow at parting from 
our friends and fellow-fufferers. We were 
undercharge of a Bramin, one Commandant 
of the troops, confifting of a few firelock 
men, one hundred and fifty colleries, and 
a few horfemen. Piats, or fmall horfes, were 
given for our conveyance. A horfe-keeper 
was allowed to each piat horfe, who had a 
rope fattened to the head ftall of the bridle, 
with pofitivc orders not to quit his ftation. 

The whole of us were ordered to move on in 
a rank entire. We fuffered much from this 
mode of conveyance, having only a pad in the 
room of a faddle, and no ftirrups ; crowds 
of people gazing at us, and many behaving 
ih a'n^oft infolent manner. When we ar- 
rived on the glacis, we met thirty-two 
of our unfortunate foldiers hand-cuffed, two 
and two, barefoot, and almoft naked. Every 
exertion on our part was made, in order to 
alleviate their diftrefs. ^ 

We arrived in Poloor about four in the 
afternoon. Some cice was boiled for us and 
the foldiers, with a little fait. The rice, 
after being boiled, was rolled into a ball for 
* C 3 the 
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f78o. the foldiers, about the fize of a foot-balI ? 
and each perfon received his ball. The fol- 
diers, at the different halting places, were 
kept feparate from us. As many of thefe 
were not recovered from their wounds, they 
were allowed, after repeated applications, to 
attend the furgeons of the*country •, but 
under particular reftridtions not to afk for 
news. Many of the foldiers fuffered much 
from the want of fhoes. Thefe men not 
being able to walk, bullocks were provided, 
on which they were forced to ride, flill re- 
maining hand-cuffed to their comrades. 
This piece of cruelty wc pointed* out both 
to the Bramin and Commandant; but only 
received for anfvver, that they had no orders 
from the Bahauder to take off their irons. 
Whenever we approached near a village, 
tom-toms, a kind of drums, and winding 
collery horns, advanced in front, that the 
inhabitants might, by this difcqrdant mu fie, 
be aflembled together to gaze at us, as 
we paired through. We fuffered much, 
during our march, from the intenfe heat, as 
they would not travel in the night, but only 
- in the day time, an 3 that during the hotteft 
part of it. The daily allowance which we 

receivid 
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feceived was onefmall fheep, divided between 1780, 
us and the foldiers, in all forty-one perfons, 
one fear of rice each, with a little fait. In the 
villages through which we pafted, feme of 
the people would exprefs fentiments of com- 
panion, and fiifler us to drink water, not 
indeed out of their veflels, which would 
have been pollution, but out of the palms 
of their hands ; while others would revile 
us, and pray that we might be put to the 
fword without mercy. Such is the extreme 
difference of natural tempers. 

Arrived at Bangalore, and vifited by the Dec. 
Kceladar, who made us many flattering pro- l8 ’ 
mifes, but executed none. 

* About five in the evening arrived at Se- 23. 
ringapatam, whqre we were led in triumph 
to Hyder’s Palace, furrounded by crowds of 
people, till near feven o’clock, during which 
time our names were taken down in writing 
by the Keeladar, and then ordered to a fmall 
confined prifon, where we found Captains 
Baird, Wragg, Menteith; Lieutenants 
Lindfey, Mafley, Cljace, Turin; Enligns 
Wilfon and Stringer. Our joy oh this oc- 
C 4 cafion 
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1780. cafion was great ; we were allowed one gol4 
fanam each per. day, and a French furgeon 
to attendus (Monfieur Fortuno). The guards 
here confifted of two goloks (civilians who 
adted as field deputies), two havaldars, twelve 
Sepoys, one duffadar, and twelve collerees, 
a lower clafs of foldicrs. Our fervants were 
permitted to attend the Buzar morning and 
evening, and allowed by the Keeladar to 
purchafe one bottle and two thirds of 
pia arrack, (a liquor diftilled from the 
bark of a tree), weekly, for each gentleman, 
the amount of which was one fanam and 
eight dubs. The poor foldiers who*accom- 
panied us were fent to a different prifon. 

Enfign Gordon, who left Arnee the 4th . 
of Odtober, was amongft the foldiers here, 
and in irons. Repeated applications were 
made to the Myar, or Town Major, to re- 
move him to us, in vain : but at laft, on 
our folemn alfurances that he was an officer, 
.his irons were taken off. 

The following are the ftages at which 
we *halted, in our jefurney from Arnee tq 

Seringa- 



/ 
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Seringapatam, with the intermediate dif- |-8o, 
tanees : 


From Arnee to Poloor * 

Cofs. 

6 

Miles 

I 3 i 

A deferted villa 

6 


Changama 

6 

* 3 * 

Chinger ry Pett 

6 


Matore 

6 

* 3 * 

Covey Patam-f* 

5 

u4 

Rig Cotah 

S 

20 

Taalcondah 

4 

IO 

UiTore $ 

4 

IO 

Bangalore § 

IO 

2 5 

Carry over 

6r 

144 

* This is a very pleafant little village. 

, We were lodged 

in the ruins of an old palace^* 

f place is fituateef in th*mid$ 

of a beautiful and 

highly cultivated valley, and within fight of the Kiftna 


Gurry hills. W&hakgd here a whole day, in order to have 
our cloaths wafhed. The Keeladar, who came and fmoaked 
his hooker with vk, converfed familiarly, and exprefTed 
great compaffion for our misfortunes. 

X A pleafant little town, furrounded by a ftrong ftone 
wall, with turrets, and fituated in the midft of cxtenfive 
paddy fields. 

§ This town is five or fix miles in circumference, well 
watered, interfperfed with pleafant gardens and groves, 
and environed by fields jnd pafture lands of great fertility. 
It is furrounded by a ftrong (tone wall, and contains a ppt- 
tah endofed within a mud wall. 


Kin. 
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Brought over 

Cofs. 

6,1 

Mile*. 

144 


Kingerry Catah 

6 

x 5 


Ramgurry 

8 

20 


Chenapatam * 

4 

IO 


Guutall *j* 

7 

J 7* 


Seringapatam # 

8 

20 



94 ' 

2265- 


Each cofs is Englilh miles. 

Eng. Miles. 

Dec. 

Repeated applications have been 

made to 

* 3 - 

the Kceladar, for cots to fleep 

on, but with- 


out fuccefs. We are therefore neceflitated 
to make u/e of ftraw. The Keejadar will 

* At this place we were lodged under a gateway, on 
each fide of which a gallery was conftrudted, fupported by 
two or three pillarift. * 3 ^e loldicrs were placed in one of 
thefe galleries, apd the omcers in another ; which alfordfed 
a fccne not more lingular than fatisj§jftory. For here we 
had an opportunity of converling wHrthl^oor foldiers, as 
well as with Enfign Gordon, and indulgflpg our curiofity, by 
putting a thoufand queftions concerning their fate, and that 
of others* At parting, we had the pleafure of contributing 
to their relief and comfort, by furnilhing them with a few 
cloaths and iome tobacco. 

f At Guutall we were lodged in a fmall Choultry. 
Here we were permitted to go on the ramparts, and to fur- 
vey the country, which is very rich, highly cultivated, full 
of*cocoa-nut trees, grovee, fields* abounding with grain, 
and well built and populous villages/ 


not 
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pot even allo.w the door of the prifon to be 1780. 
kept open during the courfe of the day, in 
Order to admit a little air, although we have 
often told him of the dangeroifc confe- 
quences to be apprehended from its exclu- 
lion, and alfo informed him that feveral 

fa * £ 

gentlemen were' very much indifpofed. To 
all our feprefentations and fupplications we 
received for anfwer, that if any of us died, 
they would carry us out lathed' to a bamboo, 
for the prey of the tygers and jackalls. 

An head Bramin belongingto theCircar, 1781. 
ordered us all to turn out of our births, and, J an * 
after aflembling us near his perfon, attempt- * 9 ’ 
ed to engage us in^the fervice of Hyderj 
jvith the flattering* promifes of great pay, 
horfes, palanquins, women, flaves, &c. On 
pur* refuting *ake fervice, he faid, we 
were fine m&i, and that it grieved him to 
fee us in that fituation. He allured us, that 
when he invited us to take fervice, it was 
not underftood that we Ihould fight againfl: 
our country ; and that we were to do no- 
thing but walk about at our pleafure. 

Receive! 
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1781. 

Jan. 

22 . 


Received the following letter, brought in 
privately ; 


To Captain Wragg. 

“ Dear Friend, 

“ I Shall never forget you at Combi- 
** tore. You was my Enfign ; you behaved 
“ yourfelf to the Company honourably. I 
“ am forry to hear of your being pril'oner. 
“ Pray be fo good as to take in patience for 
“ twelve years, two men, being prifoners in 
<( Scringapatam: The two men are Samuel 
“ Spencer and John Wilton, both London 
“ born. We were taken at Errod, in 
•* 1768. I ho|>e youj honour will be fo 
“ gopd as tp acquaint the Commander of 
** Madras about us two captives, if God 
“ gives liberty for your h<g&puft to return 
f* back. * 

(Signed) 

" SAMUEL SPENCER, 

« JOHN WILTON.” 

Thefe two unfortunate n\en, as we learned 
afterwards, are by trade armourers. They 
* have 
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have each of them five gold fanams a day, ij8s, 
with two drams of arrack : but they have 
guards over them, and appear quite deject- 
ed. They are allowed to drefs in the Eu- 
ropean ftyle, but are very dirty. 


Arrived Captain Menteith's, fervant from 
ArneC, and informed us of the fall of Fort 
Gingee, and the death of Lieutenant Knox. 

Railed by fublcription, and fent to Enfign Jan. 
Gordon, eight and a half pagodas. 2 9* 


Arrived this afternoon. Captain Lucas 
and Enfign Macauley j the latter taken at 
Gingee. 


Arrived Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, Cap- Mar. 
tain Rumley, ”tnd Lieutenant Frazer: the *• 
two firft of thefe gentlemen in irons, as 
Jfo had been during their journey 
Ircott to this place, which is up- 
two hundred and forty English 
miles ; they wore lodged in a veranda, an 
open gallery, pppofite to our prifon, • at the 
diftance of about “two hundred yards. Ar r 

rived 
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1781. rived at the fame time Mr. Skardon, reir- 
dent at Pondicherry, Mr. Brunton, late ani 
Enfign in the Company’s fervice, and a 
Mr. MacNeal, mate of a country Ihipj the 
two laft fent amongfl: the foldicrs, and Mr.* 
Skardon to our prifon, with the daily al- 
lowance of fix cafh, one fear of rice, half 
a fear of doll, and a little ghee : this allow- 
ance was poor indeed, but as we were oh 
every occafion ready with our fmall pittance 
to affift our brother fufferers, we made a 
monthly fubfcription in order to put him on 
a level with us.' 


Mar. Vifitcd by the Keeladar, who behaved to 1 
us in a moft contemptuous manner, refilling 
to fpeak but through an interpeter. «He 
was very particular in examining our irons- 


49. 


May 

3 - 


Ordered to 
day. 

Vifited by 
played a game at chets with Captain Lucas f 
this game was brought from India into’ 
Europe. 

Several 


be muftered three 


a black Command 
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Several letters taken by the French tyiu 
doctor’s fervant for our friends in the 

4 « 

Carnatic, requefting a fupply of money, and 
to know - if there was any profpeft of 
peace. 

The whole of us (except Captain Baird 
of the 73d) put in heavy irons j and the 
French furgeon ordered not to attend us* 

Each pair of irons was from eight to nine 
pound weight. This was the commence- 
ment of a deliberate fyftem, as afterwards 
more fully appeared, for cutting us off!— 

This a melancholy day. 


Arrived Lieutenant Coke, and put in 
irong. He was taken at Pandanalore, in ahu 
Tanjore country. 


Lieutenant Turin’s irons taken off, onac- 2 4* 
wound in his thigh. 



nee and in honour of his 


June 


Majefty's birth-day, we had for dinner 4 ’ 
fowl, cutlets, and a flower pudding, and 


drank 
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drank his health in a chatty of ffief-i 
bet. 

Aug. 

6. Arrived prifoners, five Europeans, with 
a nubiber of Carnatic flave boys and girlfr 
tom from our country. 

b8. We received accounts of the French 
do&or’s fervant having returned from the 
Carnatic : but no letters from our friends. 

Sept. Mr; Chriftie, ferjeant of the Bengal de- 
tachmcnt, arrived this afternoon. He be- 
longed to Colonel Pearce’s detachment, and 
Was taken prifoner near Pulicat the 3d of 
Augult. Mr. Chriftie, when it was dilco- 
vered that he was not an officer, was on tlip 
9th lent among the foldiers. Favourable 
accounts received at this time of the 
fpirited exertions of Mr. Haftiogs diffufe a 
general joy throughout the prifon. , 

so. Several gentlemens legs are ftURPV’btf 
very much fwelled oii account of the weight 'IP 
of their irons. Repeated applications fd 
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the Kceladar to have them taken off, but 1781. 
without fuccefs. 

A grand Gentoo feaft, at which the King Sept, 
of Myfore was prefent, a lad about twelve 
years of age. This royal prifoner is allowed 
to appear in public only at this particular 
time. We were allowed, as a very par- 
ticular favour, to indulge our curiofity with 
a fight of his majefty. 

Vifited by a Commandant, who alked a Ofl* 
few trifling queftions, 4 ' 

The guard very particular in examining 
our irons at the different mufters. 

A Sepoy of our guard informs tis, that 
fixteen foldiers had been taken out of one 
of the prifons in Seriiigapatam and Circumci- 
fed, and that they intended'to remove fome 
pf us for the fame piirpofe. 

This evening we faw the Europeans at 
♦Xercife, and dreffed in the Mahomedan fa- 
Voi. II* • D. fliion, 
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1780. Ihion, correfponding in number with the Se- 
poy’s information. 

Our fervants, and thole who attend- 
ed the foldiers, met together every day, 
in order to receive their daily allowance of 
rice. Hence we had an opportunity of cor- 
reiponding with our fellow-captives in the 
different prifons by means of a rife cake, or 
hopper, and a cherool or fagar, which is 
fome leaves of tobacco rolled up in the 
form of a tube fo as to be fmoked without 
the aid of a pipe or any other inflxument. 
One would atk another if he would eat 
a bit of hopper. The perfon .who offered 
this refrefliment took care to give that part 
of the cake which contained the letter.— 
In like manner one would afk another for a 
fagar: and the other, underhanding the 
meaning of* the requeft, would give him 
what he wanted, if any intelligence was to 
be communicated : if not, he would per- 
haps lay that he had none. In this manner 
we had an opportunity of interchanging fcn- 
liments, of condoling with one another, and 
of coft tributing what little was in our power 

to 
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to flic relief of thdfe who were in the great- 1781* 
eft want or diftreft. The confolatiorr we 
felt in this intercourfe of fympathetic affec- 
tion induced us even to encounter the dan- 
ger of death j for this moft affuredly would 
have been our lot if our correfpondence had 
been difcovered. 

In one (Mr other of the conveyances juft 
defcribed, received the following letter from 
Serjeant Hollingfworth. 

** This morning I was informed of 
“ your being defirous to know in what 
“ manner the fixteen Europeans were fepa- 
** rated from us. On the 18th of Scptem- 
«i ber the head Myar with a Bramin came to 
** our prifon and ordered the ferjeant to call 
" in the men, which was immediately done 
“ without any fufpicion, and the above 
“ Myar and Bramin lingled out fixteen of* 

** the youngeft, knocked off their irons, and 
“ marched them to the Keeladar, and then 
” afked if they would take ferviCe; when 
“ fliey all declared they would fooner die 
** thafi be bound to the fervice of a tyrant. 

D a “At 
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1780. ** At fun-fet they were conduced, one by 
“ one, to a finall apartment, where an 
“ operator attended, with fix cafFres to hold 
** them while they were circumcifed.— 
*' This was affirmed by them to Enfign 
<$* Brunton. 

“ This morning the Bramin came into 
“ our prifon again for a drum |pd fife, but 
“ they being fick he went away without 
“ them.” 

Received%ie following letter, addrefted to 
Captain Lucas and the officers in our pri- 
fon, from Serjeant Dempfter of the Bengal 
artillery, who voluntarily entered into the 
lervice of Hyder, afid who had oncejon a 

former occafion deferted' from Colonel 

• ’ ■» 

Pearce’s detachment : * 

" Sir, 

** Your fervants calling an eye- to one 
“ of us fometime ago, gives us realon to 
“ think * that you would be defirous to 
“ know fomething of our prefent unheard - 
•** of and unfortunate iftuation : not to be 
“ paralleled perhaps in the hiilory or an- 

“ nal s 
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* nals of any nation. On Wedenfday the 1781. 
** 19th of September the Bramin and My- 
“ ar came to our prifon, and after falling in 
** the men, he felefted fixteen from the reft, 

** fmiths being prepared to knock off their 
“ irons, without giving us the fmalleft ideSt 
** of what was to enfue, and conduced us 
** to the kutchcree; where they informed i:3 
“ upon what account we were releafed, 

•* and in a very flattering manner requefted 
“ of us to take fervice. All their promifes 
“ and tenders were rejected w^jjh difdain.' — 

“ They then changed their aocent, and 
** threatened us in the fevered manner. — 

“ We were then conduced to a large fquare, 

** the repofitory or feminary of thofe Car- 
* 4 nUtic boys that had been brought into 
c * flavfery, whom you fee every night at e$- . . 

V ercife. Upon our arrival ihere, how 
“ great was our furprife to fin 4 two Engliih 
“ lads amongft theft boys, who had been 
** circumcifcd three months before our ar- 
** rival, one of whom is , a Mr. Clarke, who 
**, had been an Enfign in the 2d batallion, 
n ad regiment j jhe other a private in the 
'** feme regiment. They informed us imme- 
D 3 ** diately 
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1780. “ diately that we fhould be circumcifed.-r-* 
“ They had fcarcc finiihed telling us this, 

“ when the guard came in, accompanied by a 
** barber*. You, fir, who have delicate feel- 
** ings, will conceive what our fituation was, 

“ dragged to what every Chriftian in the 
univerfe utterly abhors, and furrounded 
by enemies whofe very fouls are many 
“ thoufand times blacker than their vilage, 
44 After fome refiftence on the part of every 
** one of us, we were obliged at laft to fit 
f* down and be fhaved, after which we re- 
44 mained in%he moll cruel uncertainty for 
“ three or four horns, when our ill-favour, 
f* ed guard brought us a doze of j* majum 
44 each, and obliged us to to take it. It 
“ wrought differently. Some were infen, 
44 fible : others were not. A little after fun-r 
44 fet, a bl^ck furgeon, with thirty or for jgp 
“ caffres, jTeized and held us while the 
“ operation was performed. We remained 
44 under cure fpr a month, upon fix; cafh 
“ per day, with mutton, rice, &p. The 

* 

* The Mahometans are always ftiaved all over before 
circumcifion. . • 

f A ftupifying drug. 

“ 30th 
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** 30th of O&ober, we were concluded to 17S1. 
** the kut^heree, and there examined if we 
** would take thofe Carnatic Have boys 
** and learn them their difcipline, for which 
“ we fhould receive each of us one gold 
“ fanam per day, with provifions and cloaths j 
** which we hope, in our prefent lituation, 

“ you will not conftrue into any difaffedion 
** to our country or officers, it being all 
** force and conftraint, 

“ However, a&uated by lively, and at the 
** fame time pungent fbrrow, that you in your 
“ prefent diftrefled lituation, fhould be a me- 
“ lancholy witnels of thofe men, who were 
“ fo lately under your command, whfofe in- 
dulgence and paternal care, particularly on 
* * the day of a&ion , was fecond to that of none ; 

we humbly make bold to affile you, that 
** fcarce filial duty ean be exceeded on our 
“ part, every man in the other prilbn and 
“ here, being at any time ready to lay down 
** their lives to refeue you from the fmalleft 
. ** harm. Our fondnefs was the reafon of our 
running this hazard in writing, and inoft 
V heartily and fincerely wiffiing to fee you 
D 4 “ ihortly 
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1731. “ Ihortly releafed, and in a way of releafing 
“ us unfortunate victims from the chains of 
this barbarian. 

(Signed) 

“ JOHN MAXWELL DEMPSTER. * 

“ Once an Enfign in his Majefty’s 19th 
** regiment of foot, and late a Serjeant 
“ in the Bengal artillery.” 


Duncan Macintofh and Donald Stewart, 
privates, both of the 73d regiment, were 
forcibly taken out and circumciled. 


This day Captain Wragg received the 
following letter : 


** Sir, 

“ After the many repeated favours Ij, 
“ have received at your hands, I think it 
“ my duty to acquaint you of my prefen t 
,f fituation ; that I am unfortunately one of 
“ the men who was taken out, and under- 
f* went the dreadful pain of circumcifion, 

(Signed), * 

« BENTALL WOODLEY/* 


Captain 
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1781. 

Captain Baird put in irons. Nov. 

10 . 

A report prevails that our correfpondence «• 
with the different prifons is difcovered, 
which gives the greateft alarm. We pro- 
ceed inftan tly to deftroy or to conceal pa- 
pers, knives, fciffars, razors, &c. This 
journal, which was Written within a very 
fmall compafs, on a flip of Indian paper, in 
fuch an hand as that in which innocent 
idlers write out the Lord’s prayer within 
the circumference of a halfpenny, was con- 
cealed on this, as on other occafions of 
alarm, which were not unfrequent, in a 
fmall hole dug deep in the earthen floor of 
our prifon, carefully filled up and beaten 
into a perfect equality and refemblance of 
the contiguous furface, 

$ 

It is reported that a man was intercepted 12* 
who had undertaken to carry a letter from 
us- to Colonel Baillie. 

Having made repeated application for 
medicines for the fick, we were informed 

that 
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1781, that the ftri&eft orders had been iffued, that 
no medicines fhouid be adminiftered to us 
by any perfon, under the pain of the moft 
fevere and {hocking mutilation. We had not 
Come there to live, we were told ; and that 
nothing could be more acceptable to the Na- 
bob than the news of our death. Thefe me- 
lancholy tidings had a vifible effect on the 
minds of the gentlemen who were indif- 
pofcd. Cut off from all hope of relief, 
tut that alone which might poflibly arile 
from the unaffifted efforts of nature, they 
began to droop and deipond exceedingly. 
We repeated and preffed our folicitatipns 
for medicines to no purpofe. The fentries 
to whom we applied, declared, that they 
would willingly bring in fome, if theyTould 
do it with fafety ; but that their orders w r erc 
exprefs, and that their ears and nofes, and 
right hands, muft pay the forfeiture of dif- 
obedience. 

Received the following letter from En«j 
fign Clarke : 
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M Gentlemen, *7$?i 

“ I was this day, to my great furprizc, 

“ accofted by one of your fervants, who in-* 

** formed me, calling me by name, that the 
“ officers in general were furprized at having 
“ received no letter from me 'in particular. 

** I can only fay, that the privates in gene- 
** ral were unwilling to deliver any letter 
“ from me, without feeing the contents. I 
** might complain of the manner they have 
“ behaved fome time fince their arrival 
“ here j which has indeed been fuch, as 
f( (hewed they* were happy to have it in 
f * their power to infult any one who had 
been of a rank fuperior to themfelves with 
“.irppunity.- However, it is wrong to men- 
(t tion any thing of this kind, as I am at 
** prelent in a lituation fo very difagreeable 
“ in many refpedts, that any one thing i$ 

■* fcarce worth mentioning, even were it 
** likely, on my complaints, to be reme-* 
f( died, 

J* X arrived at Madras in January, 1781, 
a ftylq fuperior to that of the reft of 

*• the 
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1781. “ the cadets in general, having been two 
“ years an Enlign and Lieutenant in the 
“ militia, and of courfe being ufed to a very 
“ expcnlxve way of living, together with a 
** carcleffnefs for money, and lending to too 
** many who had no prolpedt of being able 
** to pay me. No t with Handing this, I 
“ was largely fupplied by General Munro, 
“ to whom I was particularly recommend- 
** ed, and at whofe houfe I lived at Madras, 
“ as well as to Mr. Mawbrey, who was 
** very much my friend, and two or three 
" others. I foon fell into debt to fach a 
“ degree, as obliged me to think of going 
** to camp, or fome where elfe, in order to 
** get out of the reach of the Mayor’s 
“ Court : for which purpofe I applied to 
“ the Governor, who told me, that as foon 
“ as a (hip failed for Cuddalore, where our 
** army then lay, I might go. But as there 
“ was danger in waiting fo long, I let off 
“ for camp on horfeback, leaving diredtions 
** with a boy, to fend my things as loon as 
** poflible. I arrived fa fe at Pondicherry, 
** where, when at dinnej at a French iji~ 
** vern, I was made prifoner, and that even- 
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“ ing lent to Meer Saib’s, one of Hyder’s 1781* 
“ Generals, camp, fince killed . Next morn* 

“ ing, after I arrived at Pondicherry, I was 
“ offered three hundred rupees per month, 

“ and again at Meer Saib’s camp, if I would 
** take fervice, which I again and again re* 

“ fufed. I llaid a Ihort time in the camp 
** of Meer Saib, and was afterwards lent 
“ under a guard of two havaldars and fix 
“ Sepoys to Hyder’s camp, then lying near 
“ Tanjore, commanded by Colonel Braith- 
“ waite. Two days after my arrival, I was 
“ taken before the Nabob, who afked me 
“ the ufual queftions ; to all which I pro- 
** fefled ignorance, alledging, that my Ihort 
“ flay at Madras, and my ftation, I haying 
“^been appointed Enfign in the 2d battalion 
“ of 2d regiment, commanded by Major 
** Hopkins, prevented my having any in- 
“ fight into the management of affairs at 
** Madras. The next day we marched to 
“ Trichinopoly, where I underftood he was 
“ to lay for fome time. In a few days 
“ after, good God ! what was my furprize, 

“to be fent for by the commandant of the, 
‘battalion, with which I was confined, 

« and 
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1781. “ and then informed it was Hyder's defircr 
“ that I Ihould embrace Mahomedanifm. 
“ I refilled, notwithflanding the molt 
“ dreadful threats, and moll alluring pro- 
** miles, to conient to a thing lo much 
“ my abhorrence. The next day, my ufual 
“ allowance of rice was brought j but on 
“ alking for the three pice, my daily pit- 
“ tance, I was informed it was Hopped, till 
44 I agreed to the propofal of yefterday, of 
** becoming a profelyte. I was a little 
“ Ihocked, but refolved to perfcvere, till 
“ lome relief or other Ihould come. On 
“ the fecond day after this, I received no 
** rice at all, nor the two next days. Be- 
44 ing now almoft worn out, not having 
44 tailed any food, except a little rice which 
44 the Sepoys afforded, I with my tongue 
** contented to a thing which my heart 
“ abhorred. On this I received my for- 
“ mer allowance, and what had been 
“ Hopped the feveral days foregoing. I 
44 Ihortly after marched to Seringapatam, 
“ in the moH horrid despondence of 
** mind. On my arrival here, I j ras 
■** queHioned with ‘regardt to my knowlSge 

of 
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w of the exercife, which I faid I knew no- 1781. 
** thing of: but on the appearance of a 
** chaubuc, or horfewhip, I foon went 
** through the manual to the fatisfadtion of 
“ the two Myars. I was then queftioned 
** with regard to my having confented to 
“ embrace their damned religion, which I 
“ denied. However, I was foon, from the 
“ fecond appearance of the chaubuc and the 
** recollection of former ufage, induced to 
“ fpeak my confent, though on my arri- 
“ val at the boys you daily fee, and being 
“ a Iked if I would teach them your exer- 
“ cife, I refufed, faying, I had refuted to 
“ take fervice, or become a Muffulman, 

** and that I would rather do both, or even 
** dig, than teach others to fight againft my 
4< country, which in my idea was worfe 
'** than either. I was then removed to the 
“ prifon where I now am, and found a 
“ European pf the name of Smith, of the 
" 2d battalion, 2d regiment, in as miferable 
** a Situation as any to which a man could be 
** reduced by vermin, dirty cloaths, bed, &c. 

** The fecond night after my arrival, I was 
** made a Muffulman ; about three months 

“ after 
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1781. ** after my arrival, I was very much fur- 
“ prifed one morning to fee a let of young 
“ men very cleanly drefled, brought for the 
** lame dreadful operation of which I had 
“ lately recovered. That night they were 
“ circumcifed after the ufual doze of majum 
“ had been admin iftered : what enfued with 
“ regard to them you have received from 
“ them before. I had forgot to mention, 
“ that at fir ft the ufual allowance of mut- 
" ton, ghee, &c. was very great, but that 
** we had only three cafh per day. However, 
“ on their arrival we had fix, and afterwards 
*' one gold fanam* 

“ I have done all in my power to prevail 
«« on them to refufe going to exercife. 

Though I was tied up twice to be flogged, 
“ I would not go on any account. The 
“ ufage from the privates towards me has 
“ been moil rafcally, which, together with 
“ other things, makes it my daily wilh to 
“ die, and has almoft tempted me more 
“ than once to lay violent hands on mylelf. 
“ I hope foon, however, and have very 
** good reafon to expert,* that in a fhorttime 

“ th© 
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•* the arrival of out army will at once put 1781, 
** an end to our confinement and Mahomfe- 
** danifm. My having confcffed many things 
** againft myfelf, which otherwife could 
** never have appeared, is a fufficient proof 
that I fcorn to palliate any part of my 
“ offence or mifconduCt by a lie. 

** I am, my dear brother officers, if my 
** folly has not forfeited my right to call 
** you by fo dear a name, your affectionate 
" fufferer, 

M Henry Georoe James Jennings Clarke;” 


Vifited by a head man, or man of confe- 
quence from the Durbar, who enquired 
very affectionately after our health, and if 
'we were in want of any thing. He took 
his leave with great promifes of friendfhip j 
but he executed none< 


Received a chit, or note, from Colonel 
Baillie, offering us two hundred and fifty 

gold fanamSi » 

■in 


VOL. II. 


Th| 
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1781. The calh received from head quarters 
(fo we called Colonel Baillie’s prilon), 
when each gentleman received ten fanams. 

* 

1782. Arrived prifoncrs, three Europeans, with 

J an ’ a number of Carnatic children. 1 

5 * Fourteen Europeans taken out and cir- 
cumcifed. 

A Circar Bramin vifited us, and in a very 
peremptory manner ordered us to fall in j 
and we had reafon to fulpedt he came to 
Angle fome of us out for his diabolical pur- 
pole. 

18. Serjeant Higgins, of Captain Powfll’s 
battaliou, voluntarily took fcrvice. This 
he did with an intention, which he after- 
wards found means of carrying into effedt, 
to make his efcape to his wife, whom he 
had lately married. 

Received a letter from Enfigns Bruntonand 
..Gordon, informing us, that they are threat- 
ened by the Bramin with being made Muf- 

fulmen. 
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fulmen, and that they intend fome of us 1789^ 
for the fame purpofe. 

Enfigns Bfhnton and Gordon, with One Jan* 
hundred foldiers, removed to Shittle-Droog: 
the foldiers hand- cuffed, two and two* 

Very much alarmed by the appearance of 47,' 
a Circar Bramin, who ordered the whole of 
us to turn out. His orders being complied 
with, he looked fledfaflly at fix of the flout- 
efl, and then faid to a man who flood 
near him, thefe fix will do. The fix were. 
Captains Baird and Wraggj Lieutenants 
Lindfey, Bowfer, Coke > and Enfign Mac- 
alifter. 


Vifited by the Keeladar and Myar* 


Feb; 

3 * 


Purfa Rama r Colonel Baillie's boy, was a ^; 
detected in carrying contraband goods to 
his mailer; the boy was j>ut in irons and 
removed to the foldiers. 


' 'A European IVfttflulman put in the flocks, 
fthd dripped naked, for finking a cadre, 
E a 



MEMOIRS OP THE 


6S* 

or black man of the negroe or African 
kind. • 

^ b ‘ The European Muflulman Teleafed. 

28. A number of Sepoys, who were taken 
prifoners in a fally at Trichinopoly, and lent 
here, have, on account of their cruel treat- 
ment, taken fervice. The few who have 
not confented, are chained two and two, 
with the daily allowance of one fear of 
baggee (a poor fmall grain), and three cadi. 

March Colonel Baillie, Captain Rumley, and 

*'• lieutenant Frazer’s irons taken off. 

18. A corps of Carnatic flaves, taken fince 
the commencement of the war, and dif- 
ciplined by Serjeant Dempfter, with the 
other European Muffulmen, marched to 
join an army to be led againft Calicut, 
where we had fome troops. •, 

♦ 

Abdiel Wahab (Mahomed-Ally’s bro- 
ther) who was taken prifoner at Chitteput, 
’and fcnt prifoner herb, allowed for himfelf 

and 
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mad family, confifting of feventy perfons, 1783. 
one thousand rupees per month ; his eldeit 
fon remains at Arcot with Hyder. 

Enfign Macauley fent his (hoe buckles 
to the Keeladar, in order to obtain his leavp 
to difpofe of them, that he might raife a few 
fanams. The buckles detained by the 
Keeladar. 

Arrived prifoners this evening a number March 
of Europeans, and lodged in a veranda near a6, 
our prifon. Their number, rank, and the 
place where they were taken, we have not 
been able to learn. 

Vifited by the Myar, who, after recon- 27. 
noitring our prifon, ordered the cook-rooih 
to be cleaned out, for the unfortunate people 
who arrived yefterday. We hear the found 
of the armourers employed in putting on 
their, ironf. ’Various are our conjectures 
where they have been taken. However, 
weat prefent flatter ourfelves that they may 
only fee the’ officers feparated from us in 
Hyder’s. camp, and fent to Bangalore. ’ 

* • E .3 Two 
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178a. Tivo of our fervants removed to .Colonel 
Baiilie, A letter fent to the foldlers. 

Abdiel Wahab lent us word, that Hyder 
meant to force Colonel Baiilie, and the reft 
pf the oncers, to enter* into his fervice. 

The prifoners that had been lodged in the 
Veranda were brought in here this evening: 
Seventeen European officers, one furgeon, 
and one black commandant. They are the 
officers of Colonel Braithwaite’s detach-* 
ment, and fell into the hands of Tippoo 
fJaib, in the Tanjore country, the 18th of 
February, 1782, about forty miles from 
Tanjore. During the time they were with 
Tippoo Saib, he paid them every attention that 
was neceffary. He not only furnifhed them 
with cloaths and money, but at the fame time 
gave ftri& orders to all his Keeladars to 
attentive to them during their march tQ 
Hyder’s camp, who was then lying at Con-* 
jeveram. But on their arrival at this place, 
their money, and every^ other little thing 
they had, was taken /rom them ; and they 
Were told, that if they concealed the moft 

trifling 
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trifling article, their nofe and ears would be 1782. 
cut off. The next day, a few piah horfes 
were provided for their journey j but many 
of them were obliged to walk the whole 
way, with the daily allowance of fix or 
feven fears of rice, with a little fait, 
amongft the whole. Colonel Braithwaitc 
and Enfign Holmes remain in Hyder’s 
camp. We are informed that our army is 
lying* near Madras, for want of carriage 
bullocks, and that it was believed a French 
fleet had paffed Pulicat. 

Thefe circumftances aggravated the me- 
lancholy gloom that had long hung over the 
place of our confinement. 

The following is a lift of the killed and 
wounded of Colonel Braithwaite’s detach- 
ment, taken by Tippoo Saib, on the 18th of 
February, 1782. 


Names. 

Killed. 

Wounded 

Colonel Braithwaitc 


I 

Captain Judfqp 



Lieut. Lind 



Carry over 


I 


E Lieut. 
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Names. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Brought over 


I 

Lieut, Eaftland 



Gillon 


I 

Sampfon 


I 

Cameron 


i 

Enfign Graham JSv 


I 

Loy 


I 

Gahagan 



Kennet 


t 

Macauley 



Thewlis 


I 

Fenwick 



Holmes 


I 

Haywood 


I 

Stewart 

I 


Mr. White, fungeon 



Lieut. Bowles ") * 



LatcUff 


I 

ClpwmanJ 

i 



I 

ii 


April Captain Baird’s irons taken off, on ac- 
count of ficknefs. 

Arrived prifoner, one European officer j 
but no further account. * 


Lieu- 
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Lieutenant Lind, at the point of death, is 1782. 
allowed, with the utmoft difficulty, to have ^pnl 
his irons taken pff. 

Lieutenant Coke’s irons were taken off, ia. 
by the morns of a bribe to the Verduvalla, 
a military officer non-commiffioned, about 
the rank of a ferjeanti-major. 

Lieutenant Lind died. . 14, 

The dead body of Lieutenant Lind, is* 
Jafhed to a bamboo, was carried out on the 
fhoulders of three men. We all of us flood 
around the body of our departed friend, 
while Mr, Skardon read the funeral fer- 
flee. 

Vifited by the Myar, who enquired in a May 

mofl prefling manner, if there were any oar- 

pentgrs or fmiths amongft us. We replied, 

that we were all gentlemen. He did not 

feenrtatisfied with this anfwer : but delired 

■* 

the Commandant, Sid Abrim^ to make par- 
ticular enquiry,, and inform him the next 

” ‘ vifit 
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vifit he fhould make, as the Keeladar meant 
to take fome of us out. 


May An order arrives from Hyder for our fer- 
rints to difcontinue going to the Buzar. 
Henceforth our guards are our market-men, 
who cheat us moil unmercifully. 


S 1 * 


Enfign Graham’s irons taken off, on ac* 
count of ficknefs. 


June In honour of his Majefly’s birth-day, we 
have celebrated it with a pilaw, and drank 
his health in fherbet. *'■ 

Xji Vilited by the Myar. He enquired for 
a cavalry officer of the name of Galeet, who', 
he laid, belonged to Colonel Baillie’s de- 
tachment. There was no fuch perfon. 

J 9 « Arrived prifoners, fourteen Europearf 
children, eight boys and fix girls. ^It is 
reported that # they were /taken atvKidda- 
lore, 

9 • V 

9.2. ^ Mr. Hope’s irons 'taken off, on account 

of ficknefs. 

Captain 
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, Captain Lucas and Enfign Macpmchy’s 1782, 
irons taken off, on account of ficknefe. 

2ov 

Lieutenant’ Qillon, and Enfigns Thew*. 

Sis and Latcliff are put in irons. * 

Repeated applications have been made *<?• 
to. the Keeladar for medicine* and for the 
French Dodtor to attend thofe gentlemen 
who are at prefent in a dangerous way: but 
the cruel tyrant will neither order nor allow 
the fmalleft affiftance. Thofe who are 
fortunate enough to enjoy a good Rate of 
health attend thefick in the night. 

At half part eight, P. M. died Captain j u jy 
Lucas, brother to the celebrated patriot of S* 
that name in England, The Captain’s 
death was bitterly lamented by the whole 
prifon. He was diftinguiflied by good na-, 
tural talents as well as acquired’ accompli^ 
ments. Jn his manners he was unaffuming, 
amiavb, and engaging : and the cheerfulnefs 
and vivacj|y of his temper, which were ex-» 
preffed in lively fongs and facetious Tallies, 

• fcattered 
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fcattered frequent rays of mirth on our, 

* 7 ^*- gloomy manfion. 

J«ly At three o’clock, A. M. died Mr. 

7 * Hope, 'a Cadet in the Company’s fer- 
vice. 

About twelve, A. M. died Enfign Ma« 
conichy. 

As Mr. White, Colonel Braithwaite's fur- 
geo'n, was unacquainted with the fimples 
and compolitions ufed as medicines in this 
country, and was deprived of his own cheft 
, of medicines, the arrival of that gentleman 
amongll us, (againft whofe profefllonal 
abilities this ought not certainly to be conlj- 
ered, and is not intended, as any infinua- 
tion) in the character of a fellow-priioner, 
did not avail us. We therefore continued 
to be our own phyficians, and to life thoie 
medicines with whofe powers feudKil of 
us had becorqe acquained in thecourfe of 
a long refidence, in various ftatioi# and fitu- 
atlons in India. The natives of this coun- 

i 

try, in which nature is very powerful and 

luxuriant. 
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luxuriant, and where maxims and obfer- 1782. 
vations are accumulated and handed down 
from generation to generation, from very re- 
mote antiquity, are undoubtedly acquainted 
with many medicinal properties of herbs 
and fruits, and other limples, unknown to 
European nations. It is generally known, 
that the practice of inoculating for the fmall- 
pox is common in all Afiatic countries. 

But there is an art in Hindoftan, not yet 
known in Europe, by which the women 
effectually prevent all traces of the fmall- 
pox on the faces of their little ones. This 
prefervative is compofed of a falve made of 
certain Indian herbs, and a certain kind of 
oil, which they apply the moment the pock 
begins to blacken. It does not appear, that 
any of the Company’s furgeons have ever 
enquired, or at leaft enquired with fuccefs, 
into the nature of this preparation. That 
the Hindoos, however, know how to favc 
their fleins from the ravages of the fmall- 
pox, ft a fad which cannot be doubted. 

On the ft^jed of Hindoo furgery and phy- 
fic, another well-attefted fad may be men- 
tioned, which is attended with the happieft 

effeds. 
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*782. effects. When any perfoh happens to it* 
ceive a bruife or wound in any part of his 
body, by a fall or blow, or otherwifc, tKofe 
who are neareft’ to him, prefently ftrip off 1 
the greater part of his cloaths, and, with 
the palms of their hands, gently rub the 
afflicted part, or if that is not to be touch- 
ed, the parts neareft to it ; and proceeding 
from that fpot, rub over, with greater force, 
the whole of the body. This good office 
is generally performed by the women, who 
are indeed the furgeons and phyficians of 
this country, and who handle their patients 
with all the eafy addrefs of the moft experi- 
enced member of the faculty in Europe. 

It was from the natives of India, tljat the 
English, at Madras, learned the qualities of the 
junglicarandee, or what are commonly called 
by our foldiers Jack Spratt’s Nuts, three of 
which will operate as an emetic, with very 
falutary effects. Caffia, jaggeree, arajjpana- 
rinds, were the Materia Medica of ott ca- 
thartics. Thefc materials, with fitftie quick- 
filver, which we formed iqjto pills and oint- 
ments, we were obliged to introduce by 

Health, 
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Health, by means of handfome rewards to i~8a* 
individuals belonging to our guards j for, 
as has already been obferved, all medicines 
wefe prohibited by the Kceladar, under the 
feve reft threats. 


Arrived prifoners, five hundred Carnatic July 
boys, in order to be made Haves, and to be * 3 * 
entered into Hyder's Have battalions. We 
hear the French have taken fome of our 
fhips, and given up the prifoners to Hyder. 


Arrived prifoners, two Europeans. 24. 

Lieutenant Samjrfon put in irons. 26 . 

A chit, or note, is received from Colonel 
Baillie, requeuing fome mercurial pills. 

He fays, they have not the finallefl idea, 
why their irons were taken off. The piljs 
lent. 


Arrived prifoners, three European offi- 30. 
cers, as al{o a mate of a countryffhip. 


One 
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*782. One of our officers ft ruck by a centinel* 
A«g. f or attempting to look out at the prifon 
door. 

13. Lieutenant Coke and Enlign Graham 
put in irons. 

Lieutenant Lindfey’s irons taken off, on 
account of ficknefs. 

The French, we hear from every quar* 
ter, have made over three hundred feamen, 
and others, whom they had taken prifoners, 
to Hyder ; and that the French Admiral re- 
ceived from Hyder, on that account, fifty 
thoufand rupees. This was publicly affirm- 
ed at the Keeladar’s Durbar; but it is 
given merely as a report. 

Sept. We are informed that Colonel Baillie is 
a2 ’ in a dangerous way ; yet that the Keeladar 
will not allow him a phyfician to attend 
him, nor even affift him with medicines, 
although many applications have been made 
to him for that purpofe. 


Arrived 
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Arrived prifoners, three hundred Carnatic 1782. 
boys. 

The whole of us have offered one huh- 0<3. 
dred and twenty thoufand rupees for our en- 
largement ; and not to ferve againft Hyder 
during the war. No anfwer; 

Arrived prifonersi feven Europeans. *8. 

A letter taken charge of by one of our 26. 
guard, to the foldierS prifon, with a promife, 
if an anfwer is received by us, to give him 
three pagodas. Subfcribed one fanam each 
for that purpofe; 

Arrived fojrty Europeans, part of thofe 30, 
men that were given up by the French. 

They have been circumcifed. 

Arrived prifoners, eight hundred Carnatic n w , 
boys and girls; 2 • 

A Sepoy has undertaken to carry a letter 10. 
to the Circumcifed Europeans. 

Vol. II. £ Received 
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Received the melancholy news of Colonel 
Baillie’s death. 

This melancholy event excited painful 
refledtions on the uncertainty of profperity 
and of fame, both of which are greatly un- 
der the controul of fortune. Colonel Bail- 
lie poflefled great vigour both of body and 
mind, being of a middling ftature, well and 
firmly made, and animated on all occafions 
with calm and fteady refolution. Before 
the unfortunate day thg configned him to 
a confinement, from which he was deftined 
never to efcape, he uniformly bore the 
charadter of an officer enterprizing, brave, 
and judicious. As his merit and rank had 
rendered him an objedt of terror to the con- 
queror before he* fell into his hands, fo he 
became^ an objedt of barbarous refentment 
afterwards, and was treated, accordingly, 
with unufual and marked feverity. In the 
enemy’s camp, he was feparated from his 
fellow prifoners, the Captains Rumley and 
Frazer, and thrown into irons even on his 
journey to Seringapatam from Arcot. On 
his arrival on his wap to the capital of 

Hyder, 
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Hyder, at Bangalore, five guns were fired in 1781. 
order to afiemble the people to infult his 
misfortunes. And during the whole courfe 
of his illnefs, he received not the leaft com- 
fort or afiiftance from the advice of any 
phyfician* 

Arrived prifoners, one European, with 
three hundred Carnatic boys. 

Received the following from Lieutenants 
Speediman and Rutlidge. 

** We were yefterday agreeably furprifed 
t( by receiving a letter from you, which has 
** been our conftant with fince we have 
«« been here, and are extremely obliged to 
** you for the trouble yoti undoubtedly mult 
** have had in forwarding it, having made 
** many attempts of that kind ourfelves, but 
never could fiicceed — but particularly for 
“ the concern you feel on our account, and 
“ the promifes you make us of reprefenting 
•* our fituation to thofe in whofe power 
“ it will be to extricate us out of this af- 
flidinf fituation*. 

F 2 


“ You 
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1782. “ You have requefted us to relate to you 

“ the particulars of our ill fortune, and 
“ allb to anfwer fome queftions, which 
** you have let down, both of which we 
“ will readily comply with, as far as lies in 
“ our power. We are forry we cannot give 
“ you as fatisfadtory an account as pro- 
“ bably you might expedt, being wounded 
“ in January laft, and left in Vellore : but 
“ what news we fend is what we got 
“ from Enfign Byrne, who came up to 
“ Vellore in June, with one company of 
“ Sepoys, three three-pounders, and a 
** good many Polygars, with provifions for 
the garrifon ; and we, being anxious to 
“ join the army, left Vellore to go back 
“ with him : but we had not quitted the 
“ place above eighteen hours, when Tippoo 
“ Saib’s whole force came down upon us. 
“ Wo fought them for fome time : then 
“ the Polygars left the Company’s troops 
“ in a mob, with what intention God 
“ knows; but Tippoo’s troops cut in among 
“ them. What efcaped the fword were 
“ madeprjfoners. In this fituation, defert- 
*'■ ed by thole people, moft of o§t Sepoys^ 

** being 
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** being wounded, and our ammunition 1782. 
“ nearly expended, we hoifled a white 
“ handkerchief for quarter, which they 
“ granted immediately, and we were made 
** prifoners by a French officer. Byrne was 
“ made prifoner by a black Commandant. 

“ While we remained in Tippoo’s camp, 

“ we were very well uled; but when we 
“ arrived at his father’s we had reafon to re- 
** pent the exchange, receiving only a mea- 
** fure of rice and one pice a day. We how- 
** ever continued with him five days, the 
“ laftof which in the evening we were lent 
“ for by Hyder’s Dewan, who ordered Mr. 

** Byrne only in irons, but both of us to be 
** put in with a parcel of fmall boys, along 
** with whom we found Serjeant-major 
** Groves, of Colonel Braithwaite’s detach- 
** ment. Next morning, about two o’clock, * 

“ we marched for Seringapatam. After 
“ four or five day»s march we were overta- 
“ ken by Byrne, and Lieutenant Crewitzcr 
“ of the Cavalry, who, with a troop belong- 
“ ing to the grand guard near Arnee, were 
** cut which is probably what has been 
(t reprefented to you as a regiment of ca« 

F 3 “ valry. 
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1782. “ valry, there having been no other accident 
“ of the kind. We were a good deal fur- 
*« prifed to find that Byrne and we were 
“ bound for different places j but never 
“ gueffed their horrid intentions with re- 
“ gard to us, until our arrival atSeringapa- 
tam, when, inftead of being put amongfl 
“ you, we were marched with the boys in- 
“ to a large fquare building, about a mile 
" eaftward of the Fort, in the new village 
“ of Gunjam Pett, where we found nine 
“ Europeans, and were rendered almof^ 
“ fpeechlcfs when they told us, that they 
“ were all made Muffulmen againfl their 
«* inclinations, and that it was moll pro- 
** bable we fliould fliare the fame fate : 
“ we now found ourfelves in a moft mifer- 
f* able fituation, as different parties, from 
\ “ the guard that was over us, were coming 
“ every hour of the day, fometimes making 
" great promifes if we would confent to be 
** circumcifed ; and, at others, with drawn 
** fwords, chaubucks, and ropes ready to 
ft tie us; the barber in the rear ready to 
„ ** /have our heads. This^method £ey con- 
** tinued feven or eight days ; but finding 

“ both 
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“both their threats and promifes equally 17F2. 
** ineffectual, they took another method to 
** make us confent, by feparating us, and 
“ allowing no one to fpcak to us. But * 
“ finding that this method had as little ef- 
“ feCt as the others, the Jemmidar took 
“ companion on us, and wrote to Hyder in 
** our behalf. During the time we waited 
“ for an anfwer, we imagined they had 
“ dropt their infamous intentions, and daily 
“ expected to be fent to you. This inter- 
** val of hope, however, proved to be but a 
“ dream, which was effectually broken on the 
** 27th of Auguft, by the appearance of ten 
“ or twelve ftout fellows, with chaubucks 
“ in their hands, and as many caffres with 
“ ropes to tie us with. They made no cerc- 
“ mony, but feized, tied us, cut off our 
** hair, and then walked away, like villains 
“ that had been bred up to fuch bufinefs, 

“ and left us to lament our hard fate. 

“ The fame villains again made their ap- s C pt, 
“ pearance, feized and tied us as before, *• 

“ and ^ood over us while they obliged us 

to eat a fort of fluff called majum, which 
F 4 “ nearly 
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4782. ** nearly diverted us of our Senfes, and, 
“ in the fame evening, they accomplished 
“ their vile defign. During the time we 
, “ were with them, we would take nothing 

** from them but rice, nor would we per- 
** mit them to take off our irons, which 
“ they often offered to do, leaft they Should 
• ‘ imagine that we were contented with our 
?* Situation. We receive a gold fanam a 
■ ‘ day, and are obliged to drill a number of 
“ boys fent from the Carnatic to be circum- 
** ciSed, and kept in thefe fquares. Thank 
“ God, what they know will never do the 
f* Company any harm. 

Received the 18th 
Nov. 1782. 

(Signed.) 

« JAMES SPEEDIMAN, 

" RICHARD RUTLIDGE/' 

Received the following letter from Ser- 
jeant Dcmpfter : 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your notes I received, MeffrssjSpeedi- 
“ man and Rutlidge have fo fully anfwer- 

*< ed 
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ff ed your feveral queftions, concerning the 1782. 
ft prefcnt war fubfifting between the Com- 
“ pany and Hyder, that any thing that I 
*( could add would be no more than mere 
“ repetition. Ifl don’t mistake, however, they 
“ have omitted to make mention of anything 
*f appertaining to a peace. Such a thing is 
“ not talked of and from what I have col- 
" ledled from a ferjeant who arrived here 
“ a few days ago, who has fhared the fate 
f* common to the reft of us here, it feems, 

“ that things don’t wear any tolerable com- 
f‘ plexion, all owing to the arrival of the 
“ French.” 

Received the following lift of captives 
from the midfhipmen taken by Monfieur 
Suffrein, and given up to Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn : 

** Hannibal, of 50 guns, February 14, 

“ 1782. MefTrs. Lefage, Auftin, and Drake, 

** midfhipmen. 

“ Tl^e Chacer, of 18 guns, February 
* 14. No officer here. 


“ The 
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“ The Rake transport, June 6 , off the 
“ Cape, Mr. Wilkinfon, midshipman. 

* 

** The Resolution, June 9, l?Ir. Hidde- 
** man. Mailer’s mate. 

** The Yarmouth and Fortitude, Com- 
** pany’s fliips, June 27. No officer. 

** The number of men belonging to all 
** the (hips here are forty-four, and officers 
** belonging to the King’s fervice, five. — 
“ In February, the French fleet came on 
“ the coaft, confilling of twelve fail of the 
** line j and the Englilh of nine. They 
** had an action the 17th of February, 
“ which laSled three hours and an half ; and 
** on the 1 2th of April, the English, of 
“ eleven fail, and the French of twelve, 
“ engaged near Trincomally for five hours 
“ and a half •, the French much damaged ; 
“ and, on the 28th of June, they engaged 
** off Cuddalore, with the fame Ships as be- 
** fore, for two hours : one French fixty- 
** four Struck, but She \yas covered by her 
ft own Ships i another Sixty-four dilmaltecP. 

“ The 
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** The Englifh have drove the French off 1782. 
** the coaft. 

** On the 30th of June the French lent 
" all the prifoners afhore at Cuddalore, and 
“ delivered them into the hands of Hyder, 

** and marched us into Chillumbrum.— 

** The 1 2th of Auguft they marched us to 
“ Bangalore j on the 20jh of October they 
** picked out all the youngcft of the men 
“ and officers, and matched us to Seringa- 
“ patam j and, on the 7th of November, 

** they fhaved our heads, and on the 10th 
“ they made us Muflulmen. Since we have 
“ been here they have given us fome dun- 
f* geree, or coarfe cloth, and mats to fleep ’ 

“ on, 

** The 7th of November the Myar came 
“ to us juft before they fhaved our heads, 

** and told us that we were never to be re- 
“ leafed, but to be kept here, and to be as 
** the-Nabob’s fons, which makes us very 
** unhappy, thinking we fhall never fee our 
,c native country any more ; but when you 
are exchanged, we hope that you will 

“ make 
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1782* “ make our cafe known to our fellow-fub- 
“ jedts. We are all exceedingly lorry to 
“ hear of Colonel Baillie’s death. Mr. 

Auftin would be glad to hear from you, 
f< if it is agreeable. Wc have here amongft 
“ the fufferers, 


Mdfrs, Lesage, 

Wilkinson, 
Austin, ► 

DRAKE, 

Heideman,^ 


Midlhipmen. 


Lieutenant Mafley and Dodlor White's 
irons taken off, on account of licknefs. 


Kov.i. Account of a treaty of peace being on 
foot in the Carnatic, but on account of the 
arrival of fome French troops, with the 
King of France’s pidture (for Hyder), it was 
broken off, 

Received the following journal from Ser- 
jeant Dempfter, which had been fent to 
him from fome of the unfortunate Euro- 
peans, dated March 14, 1782. 


“ Affembled 
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“ Aflembled at Seringapatam, under the 1782. 
** command of Buffadar Cawn, Jemmidar, 
who reccived-the chaylacks (Carnatic boys 
circumcifed and made Haves) from Seati- 
“ biejemmidar,befide the chaylack battalion, 

** twelve hundred horfe, three battalions of 
“ Sepoy s, with firelocks, of about five hun- 
" dred men, eight gunners, twelve Laicars, 

** four rocket-boys, one man with a bow 
** and arrows, three thotfand feven hundred 
** and feventy-five Poly gars with pikes, 

<t match-locks, &c. : ibtal, five thoufand, 

** and our artillery park, of four three 
“ pounders, iron. When ourcamp is pitch- 
** ed, ’tis all of a duller, about twchty 
“ tents, an old marqui, and one thoufand 
** huts. 

** Agreeably to Seatibie’s orders, our vic- 
“ tuals was cooked with the Commandant’s 
“ and Subadar’s. However, they foon (hook 
“ off that incumbrance, and put us on 
the footing of the Have boys. This even- 
“ ing they had taken the currey pot away, 

** and we had been waiting for it a confider- 
t( able time : but? they not ferving theuif 

felves. 
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** felves, Green and Woodley feized it, and 
“ ran off with it, and we ferved ourfelves, to 
u the great mortification of the Comman- 
“ dant, Subadars, and Myars, who fworc 
“ they would be revenged on all the ferin* 
“ gees next day. 

“15. Marched to Myfore; the old Com-* 
“ mandant, agreeably to his vow of revenge 
“ of yefterday, orders the flave-boys rice to 
** be cooked for us : but we all refufed it, 
“ Higgins except^!. The Commandant 
" went to thejemmidar and informed him that 
“ we had been drinking arrack : whereupon 
“ we were made prifoners, two and two, 
“ and put under centinels of an out batta- 
** lion, our fwords being taken from us.— 
** About midnight they fent us fome good 
** rice. The next day they releafed us, and 
** gave us back our fwords. An order ifTued 
“ to deter us from buying arrack and 
** toddy. 

'*17. Arrived at a fort where we receiv- 
ed a reinforcement of one thoufand Poly- 

“ gars 
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•* gars from Shittle-Droog: halted three ij’Zi. 
* “ days and left two guns behind us. 

“ 22. Entered into very thick woods. — 

“ After marching eight miles within the 
“ woods, the Polygars in front were furpri- 
“ fed by about eighty of the enemy, the 
** Niars, by the Moors called Nimars, a let 
** of people formerly fubdued by Hyder, 

«« but now in a ftate of rebellion : of this 
“ call is our Commandant and two of our 
“ Subadars. They difdfoarged a few match- 
“ locks and arrows at the Polygars, who 
tx came running back with their ufual bra- 
** very. However, they were beat back 
again to the attack with large bamboos 
and clubs, by the Vcrdu valla belonging to 
the chaylacjcs. On this a fmall Ikirmilh 
enfued ; and as the chaylacks advanced, 
the Englilh drum beat, which caufcd the 
enemy to retreat to the woods. Seven of 
the enemy were taken, one of whom was 
hanged on a tree, and ten killed. Halt- 
u ed at this place two days. 
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1782. ** 25. Marched near twelve miles, and 

“ came upon about three hundred of the 
“ enemy; a lkirmilh of about a quarter of 
** an hour happened, in which five o*f them 
“ were killed and four taken. We had thred 
“ killed and wounded* The enemy fet off 
“ to the woods. 

“ 26. In oilr march took three Niars, 
“ who gave information of the enemy being 
** polled in a large village to the right. — 
“ Upon our arrival Hiiere, we found that the 
“ enemy had fled. An alarm happened 
“ here about midnight : it was a falfe one i 
** however, our troops were very much 
** frightened. 

** 27. The Niars taken ydlerday were' 
** hanged. 

** The Europeans were put under centinelS 
“ to their companies, on which account wd 
“ refilled doing duty, and gave up our 
“ fwords ; for which Higgins was bound 
“ with his hands behind him all day. — 
“ §mith, Innwood, and Ciements, heat with 

“ rattans. 
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* c rattans, and in the evening after we en- 1782. 
** camped, we were all tied in one rope, and 
** ordered to be beat : however, we received 
“ our fwords and were releafed. 

“ 28. Arrived at a finall mud fort in 
41 which were three hundred of the enemy. 

“ They fired a few ginjauls, a long kind of 
“ guns made of bar iron bound by hoops, 

“ of which they had twenty, at our mob : 

** and early in the morning they quitted the 
“ fort and efcapcd. Atday-liglit our pco- 
** pie entered it : halted here twenty days: 

“ parties lent out daily, and brought in 
** pri loners, l'omc of whom were hanged, 

“ others difeharged after paying e fine of 
“ their noles, ears, or left hands. 

“ April 4. About five hundred of the 
** enemy in light. The troops being formed 
“ for battle, and the enemy amongft the 
“ bullies in front, they fired at them from 
** the three-pounders, and afterwards advan- 
** ced, and platooncd with fmall arms. The 
“ enepay fired pretty warmly feveral times, 

** but being clofe pwrfued by our mob, they 
Vo l. II. G “ made 
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1782. “ made off to the woods; how many were 
“ killed of them is unknown. Nine heads 
“ brought in to the Jemmidars. Tlius 
“ ended the affair with the Niars for this 
“ time. 

“ April 18. We marched out of this 
“ woody country, and, on the twenty-firft, 

“ arrived at a fort called Goondull. 

“ N. B. Greens, an old Subadar, was convidt- 
“ ed before the Jemmidar of endeavouring to 
“ perfuade the chaylacks to leave the guns, 
“ and go to the Niars, being one himlelf ; 
“ he Ivas tied to a pod, and reduced to a 
“ private Sepoy, but is excufed all duty 
“ by his brother Niar the old Comman- 
dant. — 

“ 23. Arrived at the fort we had left on 
“ the twenty-third of March. The Jem- 
lt midar ordered a Sepoy to be beat in a 
“ barbarous manner by four men with large 
“ bamboos, and then to be dragged round 
the camp, on his belly, by fix men, for 
** cutting his wife with his fword in two or 
** three places. 

<< 


24. 
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** 24. Arrived at a fort called Perripatam, t 7 S2. 
** and halted five days. 

“ May 1. Marched to a village called 
** Citty Pore, near which was the ruins of 
“ a fmall fort, which had been poflefied by 
“ the Corakccs, a let of people formerly 
“ fubdued, but who had afterwards rebelled, 

" deftroyed the fort and fled. The country 
here is woody, and the Niar country dif- 
“ tantfrom Perripatam twenty miles. 

*‘2. Arrived on a plain, where a Cor.i- 
“ kce Rajah joined our mob, with three 
** hundred of his men, armed with match- 
** locks and broad knives: proceeded on till 
“ we came to a fmall fort built with large 
“ timber, in which were two hundred and 
“ fifty Corakees : fome of our troops were 
** detached with three companies of ebay- 
“ lacks to fire mufquetry at it under cover of 
a high bank, which was not of the lead 
** fervice; the other chaylack company flaid 
** in the rear for a body guard to the Com- 
“fhandein chief. The enemy behaved ob- 
“ fiinately and refolutely. Although they had 
G 2 “ no 
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1782. “ 00 guns, they fired very hot from their 

ginjauls and match-locks, of which our 
*•' three-pound balls lcarcely pierced the tim- 
“ her. At night we drew off to encamp, after 
“ firing about eight thou land mufipiet balls. 
** During the night the enemy left the fort, 
“ and did not lofe a man in their retreat, 
“ and at ten o’clock in the morning, the 
“ place was entered by the four companies 
“ of Sepoys. Thus ended the Corakee affair 
“ at prelent. Within fixtcen miles of this 
“ fort, are near twenty Corakees hanging 
“ on trees for their late in furred ion. The 
“ Carokec Rajah and his men lent to Citty 
“ Pore to fettle there, for their loyalty. — 
“ This is the mofl cowardly mob that was 
“ ever known, from the Commander in 
“ chief to the wild Polygars: on rhe line of 
“ march we were like a llock of llieep. 

“ 6 . Arrived at a Hone fort called Mar- 
“ carry, where fevcral Bramins had been de- 
“1 frauding the troops, who made their com- 
“ plaint to.lhejcmmidar, who ordered a cock 
“ of u hrelock to be fixed upon their tftirs, 
“ and made them Rand # upon one foot, till 

“ they 
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they agreed to make good the damage fuf- ^ g 2> 
tained by the troops of the town, through 
their villainy. At this place, are leven 
“ companies of Sepoy- with mufqucts, 

** lately came from Nagnru, and a Portu- 
“ gueze captain who commands thirty 
“ muftecr artillery men. Halted here eight 
«* days. The monfoons and rainy lea (on 
** letting in. The mob ordered to canton 
** at Pcrripatam till orders from the Nabob, 

** where a ftabula was to be built for the 
“ chaylack battalion; what will he the 
“ next exploit God knows, but neither 
“ Niars nor Corakees arc fettled yet. After 
“ freer ing all points of the com pals, v/e are 
“ about forty miles from you : this is a 
** moll plentiful country. 

** Auguft 21. Intelligence came to the 
** Jemmidar that a large body of the Co- 
<c rakees were aflembling near IvLucarry : 

** three thoufand Polygars were detached 
** from Perripatam cantonemcnt, and three 
“%undred Sepoys from Marcarry; they 
“ came up with, the enemy near a 1 irge 
** river; they Ikirmilhed for above three 
G 3 “ quarters 
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17S2. “ quarters of an hour, when the Corakees 
“ charged the Polygars. The whole of our 
“ party were defeated: only fifty Sepoys ef- 
“ caped. 

“ Sept. 23. A harcarrah came with in- 
telligence, that the Corakees had made an 
** attempt upon Citty Pore, with an inten- 
“ tion of putting to death the Rajah and 
** his men. The le m mid nr marched with 
“ his mob of alsotit four thoufand cow- 
“ ards, to Sickle Boor, fix miles, and en- 
camped. 

** 27 and 28. Continually fkirmiflied 
“ by the enemy, who often furprized our 
** mob by fpringing out of the jungle or 
“ wood. In the evening of the twenty- 
** eight arrived at Citty Pore ; relieved the 
“ fort by leaving two hundred and fifty Se*. 
** poys in the room of the Rajah and his 
“ men received in camp ; our lofs before we 
“ arrived here thirty men. 

“ 29. Marched from hence; on our way 
back Ikirmifhed ; loft fourteen men and 

“ encamped 
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* ( encamped at Sickle Boor that evening: #^82. 
** all but fifty of the men belonging to the 
** Corakee Rajah defer ted us. 

30. In the evening, the enemy very 
** nearourcamp. The Jenimidar ordered the 
“ mufic belonging to the match-locks,, the 
“ infantry drums, and cavalry trumpets, to 
» be beat and founded all round the camp 
“ every gurry (twenty-three minutes) du- 
“ ring the night, in order to frighten away 
“ the enemy. 

** Oft. 2 . Marched about ten miles, and 
“ found the roads flopped with large trees 
“ laid acrofs; during the time the labourers 
“ were clearing them away, the enemy 
** fired very hot, both tides of the road, and 
** put our negroes to the rout, and took all . 

“ our buzar and baggage. Several fkir- 
“ mi dies happened on our way to Ci-tty 
“ Pore, in which we had one European, 

“ upwards of one hundred blacks, killed 
“^tuid three Europeans fixty blacks v/ound- 
t{ ed. In great ^ coni uficn we arrived at 
“ Cjtty Pore that evening, where we re- 
G 4 “ mained 
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17S& “ mained five days ; during which time 
“ a treaty of peace was concluded bc- 
“ tween the Jemmidaf and the Corakee 
<e prince. 

“ Sept. 8. Our mob was efcorted by three 
“ thoufand fix hundred Corakees on each 
“ flank within five miles of Perripatam : it 
“ was unadoubtedly great folly of the 
“ Corakee Prince to let us come oft* fo 
“ eafily, as they muft have cut us off cn- 
** tirely. 

“ The fort 6( Citty Pore was given over 
“ to them, as well as all other pretentions 
** to their country. 

On the eighteenth of October two 
** thoufand men joined us from Seringapa- 
" tarn.” 


Here ends the Journal tranfmitted to us 
|jy Serjeant Dcmpfter, 


The 
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The following was* fent from Ben tall 
Woodley to Serjeant Dempfter. 

“ Dear D. 

“ I affure you our fituation is very bad, 
“ much worfe than yours. The old Ccm- 
“ mandant draws five pagodas per month ; 
“ but our pay and the Subadar's is only one 
“ fanam a day, which changes only for 
“ eight pice and three cafh. The Verdu- 
“ valla ferjeant draws three-fourths of a i’a- 
“ nam a-day, the Vcrdu valla corporal one 
“ pice, one calh, the T lavaMar half a fanam, a 
** Sepoy one fourth 01 a f.mafn per day, and 
“ the provifions that are cooked for the Eu- 
“ ropeans and boys are all on an equality. 
“ The Commandant and Subadars eat i^Iike 
** gentlemen)- by thcmfelves ; but we like 
** flaves, have rice, boiled twice a-day in a 
“ dirty poifonous manner, with a little cur- 
“ ry made with doll only, i/ive fear of 
<( ghee per day for five hundred men. We 
“ have not had any meat but twice thefa 
“ two months pad, on which account it 
** cofts us all our flight dubs and three caih 
“ per day for victuals. We are treated ill 
** by the old Commandant, who has full 

“ com- 
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1782. “ command of the battalion ; for we have 
“ no command, only at exercife. The Jem- 
“ midar, commander in chief, who hates all 
“ Europeans, anfwers all our complaints 
** with jow, jow f (go, go ! ) 

“ Mackinnon, being wounded at the Co- 
“ rakee fort through the arm with a mulket 
“ ball by one of our own mob, the Jemmi- 
** dar made him a prefent of a red turban 
** and a fet of 'gold beads, value ten pago- 
“ das : all the boys that were wounded re- 
** ceived a prefent of fiver bangles to wear 
“ on their wrifls, value twenty-fix nipecs. 
** On the 25th of June, k Smithey, Green, 
“ Clements, Andcrfon, Wyllies, Mackenzie, 
“ and your humble fervant, endeavoured to 
“ venture towards Calicut, with a determi- 
“ nation to extricate curfelves out of Ily- 
** der’s fervice. After walking by the light 
** of the moon near f x cofs, through the 
** thickeft woods, we were furprized by wild 
“ elephants and tygers, and by accident loll 
** our bread, which determined us to 
“ turn back again, whieh we accordingly 
** <Ld ; and it feems Higgins, being afraid 

“ he 
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11 he ftiould be brought into trouble, re- 1782. 
“ ported us gone to Seringapatam, to com- 
** plain of the Jemmidar’s ufage. The 
“ horfe being lent out after us, met us about 
l< five miles from the cantonement, and 
“ brought us to the Jemmidar. Wc faid, 

** by way of cxcufc, that we had been out 
“ a-ftiooting, having a carabine and two 
“ piftols with us : we were ftripped and all 
“ tied in one rope: an hundred of theftout- 
“ eft of our own battalion received each a 
“ twig of a tamarind tree and lerved us out 
“ a lath each : wc had no centi.icls over us 
“ before we began this adventure, but now 
“ we are clofely guarded. 

(Signed) 

" BENTALL WOODLEY." 

Tippoo Saib and Lally on their march to Nov<2< 
‘ the Malabar coaft. 

Arrived prifoners, two Europeans with 
fifty Carnatic boys. 


Recived 



Received a letter from the foldiers, and 
gave the Sepoy who brought it five fa- 
nams. 

Forty-feven feamen, who were given 
up to Hyder by Suffrein, appeared tliis 
morning on the parade oppnlite to our 
prifon, and have been circumcifed fince 
their arrival here : they were in the Ma- 
homedan drefs, white turbans, white li- 
neii jackets and long drawers; lixteen of 
thefe unfortunate victims could not be 
above twelve or thirteen years of age. 

A European Mufliilnran in irons. 

Arrived prilbner, one European, 

The European Muflulman who was put 
in irons yefterday, is this evening attend- 
ing the drill in irons. 

Received accounts of Hyder’s death, and 
that his corpfe was carried to Collard.— *- 

♦. He 
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He died of an ulcer in his back, which 1782. 
had afflicted him for feven years. 

Copy of a letter fent to Serjeant Demp- 
flcr. 

44 The gentlemen confined in this prifon, 

“ return you their iincere thanks for your 
“ attention to their laft requell:, and afiiire 
“ you, that fhould it ever hereafter he in their 
“ power to be of fervice to you, they flia.ll 
“ not be unmindful of the favours they have 
“ received from you in their preient unfortu- 
“ natc fituation. Your read in el's to oblige us 
44 in the laftinilance, le.uis us to make another 
“ requeft to you of the moil ferious confe- 
44 quence to us, and which we think can 
44 be attended with no danger to you, or 
44 detriment to the fervice you are unluckily 
44 fallen into. It is to forward to fomc Eng- 
44 liih or neutral lettleinent, on either coaft, 

44 a fmall letter which we ihall entrull: to 
44 you open, and winch will only contain a 
44 flate of the prifon and the names of thofe 
44 at prefent living, with a requeft of tranf- 
44 mitting the fatpe to Madras. To you, 

44 who 
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1782. “ who know the length of time we have 
“ been fhut up from all communication 
“ with our friends, we need not point out 
“ the advantages we may derive, and the 
“ fatisfadtion they muft feel, from receiving 
“ fome account of us ; or, on the other 
u hand, the many fatal events that may 
“ take place from a fuppofition of our death 
** Though an opportunity to comply v/ith 
“ this propofal may not at prefent offer, yet 
** you may keep the letter by you, and, 
“ from the many detachments and efcorts 
“ that leave this place, one muft occur in 
** courfc of time. 

“ We could therefore wifh (if you come 
** into our plan) to fend you our letter by 
“ the hand that conveys this. Whatever 
“ reward you may think nccefiary, we will 
“ engage to have paid at Madras, or other 
** of our forts, and think we can promife 
“ the fame, fhould the letter be delivered at 
“ a neutral fettlement ; we requeft therefore 
“ that you will be fo kind as to deliver the 
** accompanying letter to Meffrs. Speediman 

“ and 
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“ and Rutlidge, and thank you for the per- j^Sau 
** ufal of Woodley’s Journal. 

** If you have any communication with 
“ Monf. For tu no, the French furgeon, we 
“ requeft that you will endeavour to fend us 
** a few dozens of Tartar Emetic, and a lift 
** of country medicines, to be purchafed in 
“ the Buzar. When you with to anfwer 
“ this, or at any other time to write to us, 

let the iignal be, the putting a handker- 
“ chief over your turban, whilft at drill on 
“ the parade. 

Tippoo and Lally on their return to D«. 
the Carnatic, in confequence of Hyders l6 ‘ 
death. 

Arrived a new Keeladar (Nabbee Cawn) n. 
with one battalion of Sepoys, muftered by 
the head Myar and an Arab. 

Muftered by a Circar Bramin, who took 2 -. 
«ur names, with corps, and rank of each. 


Received 
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1782. Received the following letter from Cap-* 
tain Rumley and Lieutenant Frazer. 

“ The poor Colonel (meaning Baillie) 
“ had been ill for fome months before he 
“ died, and I think would have recovered, 
* e if he had had any afii fiance, but the 
“ cruel rafeals would not admit of Dodtor 
“ White or the Frenchman coming near 
“ him, although they faw his fufferings were 
*' beyond defeription : we got a fort of codin 
“ made for him, and fome Sepoys, Peons, 
“ and a European attended his funeral. We 
“ are hefet by eleven guards, ten golaks, one 
“ Commandant, Subadar, Myar, and Vcr- 
“ duvalla, and allowed a quarter of damna- 
“ ble goat, a mcaiure and half of rice, a 
“ little milk, three loaves of bread each, 
** about the fize of a fix pound (hot, fome 
“ ghee, curry fluff, wood, and fix cafh per 
“ day between us. They will not let us 
“ have a knife to cut a bit of cloth, nor the 
** fight of a book fo you fee we are pret-» 
“ tily fituated.” 


Hyder’s 
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Hyder's death made public at the Cut- 1782. 
chcree, and the naggars (large drums beat 
every day at twelve in the great lquarc) or- 
dered to difcontinue beating for three days, 
on account of that event. 

Received the following letter from Ser- 
jeant Dctnpfter : a fubfcription of two dubs 
each, to requite the Sepoy who brought it; 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your note of the 15th December I 
** received ; the thort but real picture of 
“ your very unfortunate lituation has made 
** me melt into tears of fympathy, that 
** our name and our country fliould thus 
“ be the fport of barbarians 3 and be- 
“ lieve me, gentlemen, that there is no- 
“ thing within the verge of my power 
** that could alleviate in the finulleft de- 
“ gree yout prefent fufferings, in the great 
** anxiety you muft be in to hear fome 
“ folacing account after fo long an interval 
** of fufpcncc and confinement, that would 
** not moft readily be embraced. — I am cx- 
“ ceedingly forry thit it is not at prclent in 
IX “ my 
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1782 “ my power tc give you any full or fatis- 
“ fidory account. The grand news is as 
“ follows : That on the 29th of November 
“ departed this life Hyder-Ally-Cawn : he 
“ is fucccedcd by his eldeft fon Tippoo Saib, 
“ who bears a very good charader indeed ; 
“ he is now at the grand camp near Vel- 
“ lore. In confequence of the above, about 
“ fiftten days ago arrived here a new Keela- 
“ dar : he ads conjundly with the old one, 
** as 'Qery a villain as exifts. 

“ I could gather no more from the fer- 
jeant, than that he was taken fome months 
ago near Trincomally with two hundred 
Sepoys. No jundurc of time fo barren 
of news as the prefent, chiefly owing to 
the death of Ilyder: every one’s mouth 
is full of it. You do me a great deal of 
honour in confiding a truft in me to for- 
ward your letter to the Carnatic, and be 
fully allured that no means or opportunity 
fhall be omitted. I fincerely thank you 
for your favour, and promife of protedion 
hereafter. I never intend to avail myfelf 
of it, as the title of Qeferter is alrrroft in- 

“ fuppor table 



LATE WAR IN ASIA* U5 

** fupportable to any One tinctured with the 178a. 
** fmalleft atom of fpirit. From the moft 
** robuft as well as healthy conftitution, I 
** am totally changedinto a habit that daily 
** tells me my (lay fliall not be long. Then 
'* be expeditious in fending your letter. — 

** This revolution offers a field for much 
“ news. Tokens as ufual. Sorry lam that 
** I can’t add any thing elfe. This I have 
c< writ only with the light of the fire; other- 
“ wife the feeing me occupied with pen and 
“ ink would fubjedt me to be examined. — 

As this town is now full of fpics, poor Mr. 

“ Clarke has been fent to camp about two 
months ago, to fill the place of a Corpo- 
“ ral Anderfon of the 73d regiment killed. 

** I moved the matter to Monf. Fortuno, 

** (French .furgeon) concerning medicines, 

“ but he can give you no afliftance at pre- 
“ fent ; he fays, when the hurry of this 
crifis is over he will be aflifting. I had 
** by me a fmall atom of Tartar Emetic, 

“ which I lend per bearer. Give me leave 
** once more, gentlemen, to make you a 
tender of my lervices, and to requeft that 
H 2 “ you 


4 € 
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178 3. ** you will confide in me as in one who feele 
“ ienfibly for your fufFerings.” 

The following letter fent to Serjeant 
Dempfter, in order that he may forward it. 
(From the Englilh officers confined in Se- 
ringapatam.) 

“ To the Governor or Commanding Officer 
** of any English fettlemcnt. 

** SIR, 

“ After a tedious and melancholy fe- 
“ clufion from our friends and the world, 
“ we have at lengtli a profped of tranfinit- 
“ ting fome account of ourfelvcs to thole 
“ who mull but too ienfibly feel for our 
“ fituation, and be truly anxious for our 
“ lives and health. 

** We do not know at which of our lct- 
“ tlcments this letter will firll arrive, but 
“ requeft that the fum of one hundred pa- 
“ god as be inftantly paid on our account to 
** the perfon w'ho lliall deliver it; and that 
“ it be tranfmitted with all convenient fpeed 

“ to 
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*• to the Governor of Fort St. George and 1783. 
“ the Commander in chief. We are all in 
** good health, and, confideiing the nature 
** and length of our confinement, in tolcra- 
“ ble fpirits j a gold fanam per day is our 
“ foie allowance for liibliftcnce and every 
“ neceflary of life. 

** We imagine, from the humanity Tip- 
“ poo Saib has generally fliewn to Euro- 
“ pcans, that if our confinement be likely 
“ to continue much longer, an application 
“ to him for an in create of allowance, and 
“ linking off our irons, might not be vvith- 
“ out effect. We Ihould wifh, at the fame 
“ time, to be allowed medicines, and the ut- 
“ tendance of the French furgeon, both of 
" which have been for many months denied 
“ us i to wjhich and our clofe confinement 
“ we mult chiefly attribute the death of 
** thofc we have already loll. 

** Colonel Baillie died on the 1 3th No- 
** vember laft. He, Captain Rumley, and 
“ Lieutenant Frazer, were confined in a 
“ Choultry by themfclves, and weic taken 
H 3 “ out 
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5783. “ out of irons in March laft ; the two lat- 
“ ter are well, but ftill kept feparate from 
“ us. Lieutenant Lind died here the 14th 
“ of April } Captain Lucas July 5th ; Mr. 
“ Hope, cadet, the 7 th ; and Lieutenant 
** Maconichy the 9th of the fame month. 

“ We carneftly requeft the Governor and 
t( Commander in chief to order copies of 
“ this letter to be fent to the feveral fubor- 
dinate fettlemcnts and garrifons on the 
“ Coromandel coaft, as alfo by the firft 
“ /hips to Europe, with directions for its 
“ being published in the London News- 
“ papers i We hope it is needlefs to enforce 
“ this requeft, by pointing out the many 
“ domeftic anxieties that muft arife from a 
“ total ignorance of our fate, and the me- 
“ lancholy effedt that may be prevented by 
“ a knowledge of it. 

“ We beg leave to mention Lieutenant 
“ Gordon of Colonel Baillie’s detachment, 
“ and Mr. Brunton taken at Pondicherry, 
“ who are confined with the foldiers by one 
** of the many unaccountable - ads of this 

“ govern- 
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*' government, though repeatedly affined of 1783. 
** their being officers. We have heard that 
“ Mr. M'Neale, mate of a country fhip, 

** and Mr. Wilfon, an officer of the Com- 
** pany’s cruizer Yarmouth, arc alfo con- 
“ lined in the foldier’s prifon. 

** Sid Abram, commandant of the Tan- 

jore cavalry, is confined with us, and wefl 
“ merits the Honourable Company’s re- 
“ membrance in the article for the return 
** of prifoners. There is alfo a fervant of 
“ one of the officers here, which lliakes the 
** number of Europeans in this prifon a- 
* f mount to thirty-eight. 

“ P. S. From the death of Hyder, and 
“ the very different conduct of his fon to 
“ fuch Europeans as have fallen into his 
“ hands, wfe ate induced to hope fomething 
“ might be effe&ed for the relief of fuch 
“ officers and men as have been circumciled 
“ and forced into the fervice of Hyder Ally, 

** thoilgh even a peace may be a more dif- 
“ tint event than his death gives us reafon 
** to hope. We therefore embrace this op- 
H 4 ** portunity 
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178 j. portunity of informing the government of 
“ Fort St. George, that they who have fuf- 
“ fered that misfortune, at ibis place , are as 
“ follows : viz. Lieutenants Speediman and 
“ Rutlidge ; Enfign H. G. J. Jennings 
“ Clarke ; MefT. Lefage, Auftin, Wilkin- 
“ fon, Drake, and Heideman, midfhipmen 
“ belonging to his Majefty’s navy ; eleven 
‘f'non-commidioned and privates of the 73d 
“ regiment ; forty-four feamen, King’s and 
“ Company’s ; and about forty non-com- 
“ miilioncd and privates of the Company's 
“ troops.#’ 

jan. The Keeladar of Nagram, Jad Bhie, has 
12 ’ revolted and gone over to General Ma- 

thews. 

Railed by public fubfeription fprty gold 
fanams, which we have fent to Captain 
Rumlcy and Lieutenant Frazer. 

Tippoo Saib was in the Calicut country 
at the time his father died, and immediately 
on his hearing the news, he ordered a new 
„ Keeladar here, with one battalion of Sepoys, 

and 
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9jid proceeded himfelf (with Lally) to take 1783. 
charge of the army in the Carnatic. It 
was twenty-feven days from the time of his 
father’s death until the time he took charge 
of the army, and every thing went on a* 
fmooth as before. 

The whole of us turned out to fatisly tb^p J*u». 
curiolity of a vifitor ; a black man of fodUlk * 9 * 
confequence. 

Two Europeans and five Subadars, who 23* 
were taken in the Tanjore country, have 
been obliged to carry mud, in order to force 
them to take fervice. 

Arrived Colonel Braithwaite and Enfign z$. 
Holmes, not in irons. Arrived at the lame 
time Captain Leech : he is confined in a dif- 
ferent prifon, with the daily allowance of fix 
calh, and one fear of rice. 

Arrived prifoners two hundred and fifty 
Carnatic childern. 


9 


The 
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Tire Verduvalla, at our requeft, waited on' 
Fc!> t jj e Kceladar, to acquaint him that we 
wilhed to fee him, or fome head perfon, in 
order to lay before him our miferable fitUa- 
tion, being in want of medicines and nearly 
two years in irons. 

Vifited by the fecond Myar, who order- 
ed* Lieutenant Sanjpfon’s irons to be taken 
off, on account of his indifpofition. 

Lieutenants Lindfey and Maffey put in 
irons. ** 

Sid Abram (our black Commandant), 
by the defire of the whole, requeued of the 
Myar to deliver the following particulars to 
the Keeladar. 

iff. That we had been in heavy irons for 
near two years. 

ad. That we had no medicines, nor Were 
even allowed to purchafe any for the relief 
of die fick. 


3d. That 
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3d. That we might be allowed one bottle 1783. 
of pia arrack for the ufe of the Tick only, 
and to be kept always in change of the 
centinel. 

, < 

4th. That our allowance of a fanam per 
day was too fmall. 

5th. That Mr. Skardon might be pdt 
on the fame allowance Us the whole of us, 
he at prefent receiving only fix cafii, one 
fear of rice, half of doll, a little curry fluff, 
and ghee per day. '* 

To this we received no anfwer. 

Muttered by the Myar, who particularly Feb. 
examined our irons. 

Removed to Myfore, Captain Rumley, 26. 
Lieutenants Frazer and Sampfon : poor 
Sampfon was exceedingly ill of an ague at 
the time he left us ; we made up a fmall 
fum of forty gold fanam s for him : ftrange 
are the conjectures concerning the fate of 
thefe three gentlerfien. 


Four 
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17 $3. Four European Muffulmen detected, in 

attempting their efcape. 

Mar. 1. Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 

waitc : he and Eniign Holmes arc allowed 
one fanam per day each. Colonel Braith- 
waite having reprefented to us their mifer- 
able fituation, we in confequence railed 
by public fubfeription leventy gold fanams, 
and have delired tile Colonel to convey, if 
poflible, part of the above fum to Captain 
Leech, who we underftand is Hal ving on 
fix calh per day : this unfortunate man was 
taken at Puddelotah, thirty miles from 
Trichinopoly, and is now confined along 
with two ferjeants and three Subadars. 

12. A letter fer.t to the circumcifed Euro- 
peans a few days ago, and received the fol- 
lowing anfwer. 

** Dear Gentlemen and Countrymen, 

** Your note we fKccived, but forry we 
are to tell you that little fatisfaition we 
“ can give you: no farther than to acquaint 
v you that N agram is ours . Captain Rumley 

“ and 
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“ and two more officers were fent to My fore. 1-783. 
“ Gentlemen, we are fore oppreft againft 
“ our will to do as we do. You men lion in 
** your note about letters to the Carnatic, 

“ which we do not under (land. Our army is 
“ about nine days march from this. Meflrs. 

“ Speediman, Rutlidge, a ferjeant major, 

“ and another ferjeant, arc all in irons at 
“ Gunjum Pett for attempting to make 
“ their efcape.” <• 

Mahomed Ally, a General in Tippoo’s 
fervice, encamped fix miles to the north- 4 
ward of this, on his way to Nagram. His 
party confifts of five hundred French, two 
battalions of topafles, five battalions Sepoys, 
three thoufand horfe, with fcveral guns. 

Received a letter from Colonel Braith- < 

IO. 

waite requefting more fanams. 

Two o’clock A. M. a total eclipfe of the 19. 
moon. 9 


Sent 
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1782. Sent Colonel Braith waite thirty-four fa-* 
nams, which we raifed with the utmoft dif- 
ficulty. 

Mar. Arrived the reliques of the late Hyder- 

Zd " Ally-Cawn, and interred in the Loll Bang 
garden, one mile eaft of the fort. 

2 S* Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
waite, wherein he informs us that he has 
only received fixty fanams. A Vcrduvalla 
who was over the Colonel at this time, at- 
tended our prilon on account of his indifpo- 
lition ; confequently we thought this a fa- 
vourable opportunity to remit the money, 
and accordingly entrufted him ; but found, 
to our forrow, that he kept up forty fanams 
and two letters. 

Apr. 1, Colonel Braithwaite having pointed out a 
channel of correfponding with Tanj ore, and 
wifhing to have fifty fanams tranfmitted to 
him for that purpole; we have raifed that 
fum by fubfcription, and fent it him, together 
with a lift of our names, in order that they 
may be forwarded to our friends. 


Received 



LATE WAR IN ASIA. t2 f 

Received the following letter from fome 1783* 
of the European Muflulmep. 

** Dear Gentlemen, 

“ We intend to avail ourfelves of the firft 
** opportunity to efcape, as vve would fooner 
“ die than remain in this rafcal’s fervice. 

“ If you iliould be releafed before we put 
** this fcheme in execution, pray be fo good 
“ as confider our miferable lituatiop.” 

Tippoo Saib pa (Ted this place for Nagram April 

O 

with a great part of his army. 

The battalion of Carnatic flaves, who **• 
were drilled here by the European Muflul- 
men, have joined the army at Nagram. 

A falute fired for fome favourable news 
received from Nagram. 

Salutes fired, and fugar given to the in- Ma >’ 
habitants (guards go about with baikets full 
of fugar diftributing it, like Roman dolls, 
among the people) and drums beating, in 
confequence of oui; having loft Nagram. 

The 
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•1-83. The perfon who engaged with Colonel 
^ :iy Braithwaite to t ran fail the correfpondencc 
with Tanjore, has declined to execute it. 

16. The whole of us have fubferibed half a 
fanam each per month to Captain Leech, 
which puts him on a level with us, as we 
understand he is in a moil wretched iitua- 
tion. 

Jane Sent by the washerwoman to Captain 
,9 * Leech thirty-three gold fanams. Two 
months fubfeription. 

*°* A letter from Captain Lccch acknow- 
ledging the receipt of thirty- two fanams. 

Received the following letter from Bri- 
gadier-General Matthews, who arrived pri- 
foner here the 27th of May, 1783. 

I am forry for the misfortune of my 
** friends. Rumley is dead. Fetherftone 
“ was killed. I was a Brigadier- General, 
** and Commander in chief on the Malabar 
** coaft. Mangalore has<a very good garri- 

** fon. 
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“ Ton, and I think will hold out till relieved 1783* 
“ from Madras. Our fleet is fuperlbr to 
i( the French in India. Our army vidto- 
“ rious in the Carnatic ; likewife in thd 
“ Cuddapa country. Lang, a Brigadier- 
“ General, has taken Corrore, and has teri 
“ thoufand good men under him. Our af- 
“ fairs wear a tolerable afpedt. The Mar- 
“ rattas have made a peace and alliance 
“ with us. I had three hundred Euro- 
“ peans and eight hundred Sepoys, effee- 
“ tive, at Nagram, called alio Bedanore, • 

“ and made a treaty with Tinpoo, which 
“ he Broke, plundered us, and made us 
“ clofe prifoners. I think that Tippod 
“ wiihes for peace with us, and that fomc- 
** thing towards it may take place in No- 
** vember. I am ufed ill, but not in irons. 

** i have neither pen, ink, nor paper, and 
“it is dangerous to correfpond. All the 
“ ilrong forts are in our pofleffion. I took 
" the whole Malabar coaft. I brought 
4 ‘ from Bombay four hundred Europeans 
** and one thoufand Sepoys, and was after- 
4i wards joined by the Calicut army. The 
** number of places taken by me required 

I “all 
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*783. “ all my troops to garrifon, and I had not 
“ anJF fupport from any place. We knew 
“ not of your fituation : if I had known it, 
“ I fhould not have been a prifoner. Ge- 
“ neral Stewart commands at Madras.— 
“ The troops that the French landed have 
“ been defeated. For myfelf and two Eu- 
“ ropcan fervants, and one black, I am al- 
“ lowed one fanam and a half per day, with 
* f one fear of meat, three of bad rice, and 
“ one of ghee. I am compelled ro receive 
“ what they give, and not allowed to buy 
“ any other from the Buzar. I fan not pro- 
“ cure any thing but through the Hircar- 
“ rah. Should any thing happen to my 
“ life, I wifli you to remember, that the 
“ Company owe me, for money advanced 
“ by me during my command, thirty-three 
“ thoufand rupees, beiides all my pay, and 
“ allowance due from the time of my arri-* 
“ val in India. The troops that were with 
“ me are fome in the Nabob’s lervice ; the 
** reft fent in irons to different parts of tire 
** country. 

“ RICHARD MATHEWS.’* 


Saw 
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Saw the European Muffulmen at drill 1783. 
this morning, on the parade ; they spke us 
the compliment of the falam. 

In Honour of his Majefly’s birth-day, we June 4. 
had for dinner two quarters of ftewed mut- 
ton i with a bread pudding j and drank his 
health in pure water. 

Repeated applications to the Keeladar, in July i. 
order to have feveral gentlemen's irons taken 

O 

off, on account of their legs being fwellcd* 
and otherways indifpofed, but without fuc- 
cefs. 

Railed by fubfeription twenty fanarns, 
which we have given to the wafherman, for 
bringing General Mathews’s letter, &c. 

The whole of us have fubferibed one dub 2 j, 
bach for the Doctor’s medicine box. This 
•we do Occafionally. 

Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
- Vaite* of which what follows is an extradt. 

I a 


*' Yeftcrday 
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1-783. “ As we burn all your letters, .we 

“ cottld be glad you would fend us the 
“ names of thofe herbs good for fore legs. 
“ Captain Leech’s are fwellcd, and very 
** fore : he has no covering for them but old 
rags, from whence I conjecture that his 

** w- will let no cloth be bought for 

“ him i therefore it would be an aft of cha- 
** rity, if, amongft you, you would make up 
“ for him four fuits of fhirts and drawers, 
“ and deduCt the money out of his next 
** month’s fupply : you can fend them from 
“ time to time by the waiftcoat waflier- 
“ man.” 

J ul y Our fervants, in going for water this even- 
ing, accofted a Subadar for news. This 
man was formerly in our lervice. He delir- 
ed the fervants to give his particular ialam 
to us, and tell us to keep up our fpirits, 
for that we would very foon be releafed. 

Sid Gofforr, who was a Commandant of 
a battalion of Zebundy Sepoys, and taken 
prifoner in the Tanjore country, is appoint- 

c ed 
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ed Commandant to a regiment of cavalry, 
and allowed a palanquin. This is a parti- 
cular mark of Tippoo’s favour, as no one is 
permitted to make ufe of a palanquin, un- 
lefs by exprefs orders from the Nabob. — 

Sid GofForr, previoully to his appointment, 
fent for his wife and children, as pledges of 
liijs fidelity. 

This is a piece of policy very common 
among all the princes of India. If any per- 
fon is diftinguifhed by fortune, by connec- 
tions, or by any trull under government, 
care is taken that his family, or thofe who 
are molt dear to him, lhall be placed under 
the immediate oblervation of the prince, or 
the minifler in whom he confides. The head 
men, as they are called, of different villages, 
quarters of towns, &c. keeps regillers of all 
families of any note within their dillrids. 

At five o’clock, P. M. receive intelli- 
gence of a projedl contrived in order to re- 
inftate the King of Myfore. How dan- 
gerous foever this .confpiracy might appear 
I 3 tQ 
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1783. to be, yet every member at firft appearet} 
fleady and undaunted. The parties whq 
entered into this plot, were the Inchival- 
la, head pofl-mafter to Tippoo Saib, and 
keeper of the privy feals ; the Prime Mini- 
Iter of the old King of Myfore ; two Suba- 
jdars; and nine other head-men. One of 
the Subadars had the command of one 
hundred men : the other had been a Suba- 
dar in Captain Keating’s battalion, and ta- 
ken priloner on the fall of Amboor, a garrii'on 
in the Carnatic. The whole of the confpi- 
rators aflembled leveral times, and after mat- 
ters were arranged, they each fwore fo- 
lemnly to obferve fccrecy. Letters were 
then difpatched to our army at that time in 
the Combitore country, the Mariettas, and 
Corakees, requiring their affi fiance. Every 
thing promifed fucccfs. They then agreed tp 
difperfe for the prefen t, and to meet at the 
general rendezvous about feven the fame 
evening : but unfortunately for them, and 
likewife all the prifoners, the Subadar who 
had command of the hundred men inflantly 
went to the Keeladar and informed him of 

the 
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the whole plot. Guards were ordered, and 178 j. 
the whole party fccurcd and thrown into 
dungeons. 

The firft objedt of the confpirators was, 
to have made fure of the Keeladar, the 
head Myar, and Afoff-Cawn ; thefc three 
were to have been inftantly put to death: 
their next, to have releafed all the European 
and other prjfoners, and then to have mur- 
dered the whole of Albff-Cawn’s battalion, 
the Sepoys of that corps having change of 
all the prifoners, magazines, gates, &c. 

A current report that we are all to be Au^.s. 
burned, as a retaliation for the lofs Tippoo 

ha$ fuftained on the Malabar coaft. 

* 

Tippoo’s fon, a lad about eight years of 
age, frequently takes an airing on horfe- 
back in a ftreet adjoining to our prifon : 
which ftreet, fince the plot has been difeo- 
vered, is lined with centinels, and no one is 
allowed to pafs or repafs. 

14 


On 
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1783. On this occafion we peeped eagerly 

through Tome fmall apertures we had found 
means to make, or to improve- a little, in 
the walls of our prifon. The young Sultan 
was mounted on a beiutiful managed Ara- 
bian horfe, finely caparifoned. He was at- 
tended and preceded by a number of people, 
lome of whom bore up his umbrella, others 
fanned his face, others proclaimed his rank 
and high defeent. At one particular place 
by which he pafied and repaired, two ele- 
phants were ftationed to pay their compli- 
ments to the young prince among the reft 
of his adorers. The creatures were not 
only taught to kneel at his approach, and 
(hew other marks of obedience, but to fan 
his face as he went along, with fans which 
they grafped and wielded with their trunk 
or probofeis. 

Au 2 - An addition to our guard of two troop- 
ers, and the Myar has vifited our prifon 
three times this morning, with orders to the 
guards to be particularly vigilant. 


A 
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- A aloft melancholy fight this morning : 1783. 
one of the confpirators ftripped naked, and 
dragged to death at an elephant’s foot. In 
the afternoon two more of them, with their 
nofes and ears cut off, riding on jack-afies, 
were hanged at the north gate of the fort. 

The wafherman acquaint us that Gene.- 17,, 
ral Mathews is put in irons. 

.Our Havaldar fays peace is making. 

Received the following from Colonel 2J . 
Braithwaite. 

“ Juft as I had fent my difpatch to Ge- 
t* neral Mathews, his fervants were brought 
“ to Leech’s guard, where they now are, 

“ confined with him and the ferjeant. They 
“ have half a fan am a-day between them, 

and the General, I fuppofe, is reduced to 
f* one : they were ftri<ftly examined by the 
f* Keeladar as to what the General’s con- 
f * verfation turned upon j particularly if the 
“ Engliih did not want to make peace. — 

(t The wafherman has informed me, that 

" my 
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my letters were fafely delivered to the 
** General, The General is put in irons,” 

We hear that eleven thoufand horfe have 
died in Tippoo’s camp fince his arrival on 
the Malabar coaft, many elephants and ca- 
mels, and a vaft number of bullocks ; and 
v, that his army in general is very fickly. 

This day a lift was made out of the 
following articles, fabricated by the Eng- 
lifh officers, prifoners with Ilyder- Ally- 
Cawn, and Tippoo Sultan Bahadar, in Se„ 
fingapatam. 

Hats of leather. 

Caps, of coarfe dungeree, 

Stocks of ditto. 

Neckcloths of ditto. 

Banyart fhirts, ditto, 

Jackets, ditto. 

Waiftcoats, ditto. 

Trowfcrs, ditto. 

Socks, ditto. 

Buttons of thread. 


Tables 
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Tables of Bamboo, and covered with a 
mat. 

Stools of ditto. 

Cots of Bamboo, by the means of an 
old knife, converted into a law ; the 
cot lalhed with coir rope, made from 
the cocoa nut. 

Bird cages of Bamboo. 

Trunks of ditto, noo pieces in one 
trunk. 

Rat traps of ditto. 

Squirrel traps of ditto. 

Forks of ditto. 

Back-gammon tables of ditto. 

Dice, fawn with an old knife ; the ivory 
acquired by Health in the Buzar. 

phefs-boards, of paper and cloth. 

Cards, two folds of paper, one of cloth, 
palled together with thick conjee, and 
polilhed with the jaw-bone of a iheep. 

Ink, of lamp-black, with a little gum- 
water. One chatty was placed over 
head of another, to collect the fmoke 
of the taper or wick of a lamp, which 
was fwept off every day. 

Pens of fowl quills. 

Paints, 


*39 
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tySj. Paints, brought in by health, — indigo, 
red wool, and turmerick. 

Sent Captain Leech a fupply of thirty* 
25 ' four fanan>6 per the wafherman. 

Troops and guns arrived from Tippoo’s 
camp, all corroborating the accounts of 
peace. 

*7* Our paymafter fays, that thirty heavy guns 

are arrived here, in confequence of peace. 
This good man feems to take a pleafure in 
giving us any information that may contri- 
bute to cafe our fituation. 

Sep. 1 . Saw forty of the European Muflitlmen at 

drill. Vifited by the Myar, and a Circar 
Bramin, who took all our names, with the 
rank, corps, and monthly pay of each. 

** The walherman gives us the melancholy 
accounts of General Matthews’s death. He 
died the 7th inftant j and at the time he 
departed this life he was in irons. The 
wafherman further informed us, that he had 

not 
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not changed his linen for twenty days, on 1783* 
account of his knowing that the Keeladar 
had mixed poifon in the vidtuals he daily 
fent him. It appeared, indeed, from the 
treatment that the General at firft met with, 
that Tippoo meant to ule unfair means with 
him. Had he intended to ufe him agree- 
ably to his rank, he ought to have allowed 
his ftaff to accompany him during his con- 
finement: but fo far from that, that he 
firll broke a folemn treaty with the General 
and his officers. The General was then fe- 
parated from the whole of his little captive 
army, brought here under a ftrong guard, 
thrown into a filthy dungeon j his baggage, 
cot, and every thing of the fmalleft confc- 
quence taken from him j his fervants remo- 
ved, and he himfelf thrown into heavy irons ; 
and at lait, to put a finifhing ftroke to the 
horrid i'cene, was djfpatched by poifon. 

The General, when he learnt from a 
combination of fufpicious circumftances, 
as well as hints let fall from thole that were 
occalionally about his perion, that it was 
the Sultan’s intention to cut him off by 

* poifon. 
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1783 * poifon, refufed to tafte of the vidtuals thal 
was fent to him at flated times from the 
Keeladar’s. Some of the guards, and eferi 
the fervants who carried the poifoned vic- 
tuals, took compaflion on the General, and 
gave him now and then a little of theirs. 
The Havaldar, who had the charge of the 
General, connived at thefe ails of humanity 
at firft, and manifefted fymptoms of uneafi- 
nefs and diflatisfailion with the part align- 
ed to him in the fcene going forward. But 
this officer, when it was found that General 
Mathews flill protracted his miferablc ex- 
iftence, was fent for by the Keeladar, who 
told him that the General’s life, if much 
longer continued, mull be paid for by the 
Havaldar’s death. Upon this the Havaldar 
communicated his orders, with the threats 
that accompanied them, to his unfortunate 
prifoner, who had now no other alternative 
than that of perifliing by famine or by poi- 
fon. The anxious love of life maintained/ 
for feveral days, a ftruggle with the impor- 
tunate calls of furious hunger. — Thefe/ 
however, prevailed in the iflue of the con- 
Jeft. He eat of poifoned food, and he 
,0 * drank* 
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drank too, whether to quench the rage of 1 *%^ 
inflamed thirft, or to drown the torments 
of his foul in utter infeniibility, of the poi- 
foned cup. Within fix hours after this fa« 
tal repaft he was found dead. This is a 
faithful and true account of the death of 
Lieutenant-General Mathews, which has 
been fet forth in various ways. The man- 
ner in which thefe particulars were brought 
to light was this : — The death of the Ge- 
neral being reported to the Kceladar, it was 
mentioned, on that occafion, that a brafs 
bafon was found in his prifon, with fome 
writing on it : which muft have been done 
with a fork he had with him. This was 
brought to the Keeladar, and read and in- 
terpreted by an European who had engaged 
in the Sultan’s fervice. 

The paymafter tells us, that peace is 
broke off, and that the Commandants of 
horfe and infantry, contencd in this vici- 
nity, have received orders to recruit men 
with the utmoft expedition. 


The 
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1783. The waflierman fays, that immediately 

^P* 9 ‘ on his delivering General Matthews’s linen 
to theCircar,it was tore to pieces and thrown 
into the dreets. 

Arrived one regiment of regular black 
cavalry, confiding of five troops, fifty each. 
The horfes given over to the Circar,and the 
troopers doing garrifon duty. 

,8 - The head Derroga of the flaves, who 
vifits the Keeladar daily, is attended by 
nine of the European Have-boys who have 
been circumcifed : each of them having a 
filver pearl in their right ear, this being a 
badge of flavery amongft the Mahome- 
tans.- 

« 9 . The head Derroga appeared this evening 
on the terrace of Tippoo' Saib’s houfe, which 
has a flat roof with one turret on each cor- 
ner, attended by five of the European flave- 
boys. On his perceiving us in the yard of 
our prifon, he immediately called the un- 
fortunate vidtims to the edge of the houfe/ 
and particularly pointed us out to them.— 

They 
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•They were fovery much affedted that they 
burft into tears, and retired; The Derroga 
again brought them, and fpoke to them in 
a very ferious manner : we were not near 
enough to hear the converfation. It wa9 
the horror that the boys felt at the thought 
of being for ever (hut out from the fociety 
of their countrymen, and the hope of re- 
turning to their country, that wrung their 
fouls with tender anguiih. The pain they 
felt was merely of this focial kind, for, as 
far as we could judge from appearances, or 
from concurring reports, they were not fub- 
jedted to any fpecies of toil or drudgery, or 
to ill ufage of any fort. They were, on the 
contrary, well clothed and fed, and fupplied 
with every accommodation that was either 
neceffary or convenient; They were font 
to fohool to be inftrudted in the Perfiant 
language, in arithmetic, and algebra j and* 
in general, they were trained up in all the 
knowledge and accomplishments of the 
country, being intended for the houfehold 
of the Sultan, and to be about bis perfon. 

The officers, to whofe care they were en- 
trufted by the monarth, had orders to treat 
K them 
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i?8j f them kindly, and to tell them' that, being 
weaned from their attachment to the coun- 
tries beyond the great ocean, and initiated 
in the religion of the holy Prophet, they 
would become the Sons of the Sultan, who 
would not fail to cheriih, to bellow hie 
confidence, and promote them in his fervice 
according to their m?rit. 

Nor were thefe fair promifes and cx~ 
prefirons of kindnefs on the part of the Sul- 
tan, altogether infincere and af&ded. In 
India, where the human character pollefles 
great fenfibility of temper, ideas of adop- 
tion are quite familiar among the people : 
and the young ones that are adopted, de- 
pendent on the bounty, and obedient to the 
nod of the adopting parents, are embraced 
with all that affe&ion which is pfually 
(hewn to real children. It was in this 
fpirit that Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
Babylon, having reduced Judaa and carried 
the people captive into his own dominions, 
“ Spoke unto Afphenaz the mafter of his 
“ eunuchs, that he fhould bring certain 
** of the children of Ifrael and of the kings 
. i.. ... “feed. 
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*« feed* and efifoe prinfces children in vthom; ij% ^ 
*• was no bletklifh, "hoi well favoured* and 
** fkilful in all wifdom, and cunning in 
knowledge* and ttnderftanding fcience, 

*' and fuch as had ability in than to ffcand* 

*' in die King’s palace, and whom they 
** might teach the learning and the tongue 
** of the Chaldeans. And the King ap- 
" pointed them a daily provifion of the 
** King’s meat* and of the wine which hfc 
drank : fb nourifhing them three years* 

** that at the end thereof they might ftand 
** before the King;— Among thefe were of 
“ the children of Judah* Daniel, Hananiah, 

'* Mifhael, and Azariah j unto whom the 
k * prince of the eunuchs gave names : for 
“ he gave unto Daniel the name of Belte- 
“ fhazzar j and to Hananiah, of Shadrach j 
u and to Mifhael, of Mefhech ; and to 
** Azariah, of Abed-nego •*” 

As a refemblande may thus be traced 
between the fituation of the Ions of Judahf 
under Nebuchadnezzar* and thofe of Great 

• Daniel I; 3—7. 

Ka 


Britain,. 
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1783. the onpital, which would facibatethejr *$« 
tercourfe and co-operation, if any coalman 
principle or $aufc ihould fpread the flames 
pf diicontent and infurreftion, that it is 
thought expedient by iftte prefent goyern> 
pient, not to cut off the hereditary prince 
of Myfore, according to the ufual policy of 
deipots, but to adorn him with the pagean- 
try of a crown ? to fumiih him with all that 
is neceflary to a life of fenfual pleafure, to 
hnmerfe him in voluptuoufrefs, to unnerve 
his mind, and at ftated times to prefent 
him, a. royal puppet, to tfle view and accla, 
mations of his people, 

The fpacious palace in whiph the young 
fCiog of Myfore rpfides, flands in a large 
fijuare, in the very centre pf Seringapatam, 
in an angle of which our priibn was alfq 
fituafed. Hence we had an opportunity of 
enjoying the fight of this annual feftival, in 
which we were indulged during the whole 
time that it lailed. The prince, who is 
quite black, but exceedingly comely, ap*. 
peared, as already mentioned, in a royal ve- 
randa or open gallery in front of his palace, 

The 
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Th* curtains with which the galley was 1783, 
bung being drawn up, discovered the King; 

Seated on a throne, with numerous attend- 
ants on each hand ; fome of whom burned 
him, others Scattered perfumes on his long 
black hair, and on his cloaths, and others 
prefentedhis Hooker, replenished from time 
to time with betel, and other narcotics,'*— 

The veranda was decorated with die fined: 
hangings, and refplendent with precious 
Slones, among which a diamond of imraenfe 
Size and value, Shone with distinguished 
luStre. On a Stage extended in the open 
fquare, along the front of the palace, mufi- 
cians , balladieres, and a fpecies of gladiators, 
entertained the King with his train in die 
gallery, and the multitude that filled die 
fquare, with mufic, dancing, tumbling; 
wreftling, mock-engagements, and other 
pantomimicaJ diveifions. The ladies of his 
Majefty’s hatam, as well as the European 
prisoners, were, on, this occasion, indulged 
with greater freedom than ufiial, being al- 
jkmed lojwyoy the. fpc&acle, through let- 
tke windows, aa wdl as the other fiibfedb 
of M ySbrc, The} were,ngt black, but 

K4 &r. 
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1783. fair, and exceedingly handfonfte, Theft 
number feemed to be from forty to fifty, 
— The girls of Hyder's Seraglio, who were 
maintained by Tippoo, in their ufual re* 
fidence, after his deaths amounted to the 
number of*five hundred *. 

- The King having fat motionlefs in great 
ftate for feveral hours, rofe up, when he 
was about to retire, and advancing to the 
edge of the gallery fliowed himfelf to the 
people, who honoured him. with marks of 
the moil profound and even fuperftitious 
veneration. The curtains then dropt, and 
his. Majefty retired to the inner parts of the 
palace. It is only on occafion of this an- 
aiiverfary that the King of Myforc is yifible 
jo his nominal fubjedts. 

0 

Sep. Saw forty of the European flaves at drill, 

* S " under the charge of a black Commandant; 
very dirty and dejedted, • . . 

A tom-tom went about this -evening, 
forbidding any of the inhabitants to appear 
f See .Appendix, A. 

in 
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intheftreets after nine o’clock atnight, oik 1783. 
pin of lofing their nofes and ears* 

Orders for a morning and evening gun to 
be fired in all Tippoo’s garrifons. 

The two men who were taken at Errode o&. 1. 
in 1768, Spencer and Wilton, paifled our 
prifon this morning, attended by a (entry* 

They were very indifferently dreffed. 

The Verduvalla-of the guard informs us, 
that a Bramin of Tippoo’s is gone to Ma- 
dras concerning peace, and that two com- 
panies of Sepoys, of his, were in Manga- 
lore, and two of ours in his camp. The 
Verduvalla thinks matters will be accom- 
modated, as his mailer’s affairs wear but a 
gloomy afped, and that he has no confi- 
dence in his head men. 

Several of our (hips- arrived at Mangalore 2. 
with troops, and news that peace was bro- 
Jcen off. - •' •• 


Three 
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Three o£ the men concerned m theht# 
confpiracy, without their noies and esfs,and 
riding on jack-afles, were hanged this 
morning, 

• ' * 

oa * The washerman gives us the melancholy 
news of Rumky, Fnteer, and Sampfon, be*, 
ing jpoifimed at Mysore, / * 

$r Shiek Ruftan, Havaldar, who at ono pe- 
riod commanded the guard of our prifon, 
and one in whom we have great confidence, 
tells us that Rumley, Frazer, and Samp&n, 
are all poifoned ; and recommends to us to 
be particularly circumfpedt in our behavi. 
our, or dial we may meet with the fame 
fate, 

j, . Comrah, Sepoy, a Tanjore man, formerly 
on our guard, arrived this morning &em 
Kavel Drook, and acquaints us that all the 
©dicars confined there have been poifeaed, 
fiy exprefs orders from Tippoo Saih, He 
believes there were eighteen or twenty of 
thpm. 

Our 
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Out worthy friend the paymalber fays^. l7 $j ? 
that peace is on the eye of being concluded, 

Vilitcd by the Myar; he particularly en- u - 
quired for our black Cpjnmandant’s name, 
as alfo the officer's name who commanded 
the detachment in the Tanjpre country, ta- 
Jten by Tipppo the |8th pf February, 1782, 

Received a letter by die washerman from is* 
Colonel Braithwaite, telling us that the 
yraiherman had kept twelve of the fanams 
which wp fent for the 116 of poor Captain 
Leech; as allb of the death pf Rupilcy, Fra- 
ser, and Sampfon : and that many of Ge- 
petal Mathews’s officers, confined at Kaval 
Prook, were dead, and the reft dying. 

The waffierman, who is our conftant 
foppall, or poft, was a Havaldar in Captain 
Nixon's battalion, and . taken prifoner the 
10th of September, 1780, and took fervice 
in the ftyle of a washerman {jibe men waih 
2nd iron clothes) : .of courfe- we.had every 
reafon to fuppofe he would be affifti ng* 
but. on the cdhtrary, he has taken every 

opportunity 



tySj. ipporthnity to pilfer us, although We have 
made him frequent prcfents, and promifecf 
him, on our enlargement, a Jemmidar’s 
commiffion with a film of money, provided 
he would not embezzle thofe fanams which 
we, with the utmoft difficulty, raifed for thole 
in extreme diftrefs. 

oa. Colonel Braithwaite applied to the Kee- 
ladar for a cot to deep on, but was refilled. 

The French have paffed this place on 
their way to Pondicherry, in confequehce, 
as we are informed, of a peace in Europe. * 

*3- Lieutenant Butler, af the point of death, 
is allowed, after many applications, to have 
his irons taken off ; and feveral other gen- 
tlemen are dangeroufly ill. 

.... ’ {' 

»i. * Sid Abram, our black Commandant, who 

had been bred up in our fervice, waS this 
morning ordefed to the kutcheree, arid there 
told by the Keeladar, that it was Tippori 
Saib’s orders, that he fhould enter into his 
fervice ; as alfo to give information where 

his 
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his wife and family were, in order that thejt 178^, 
might be fent for. The Keeladar advifed 
him to take fervice without any hefitation, 
and obferved, if he did not, that God only 
knew what would be the confequence. 

The Commandant was remanded back to 
our prifon, and allowed to reflect on the bu- 
finefs. 

We have made up four Hurts and four oa * 
trowfers for Captain Leech, and have fent 
them by the washerman, together with 
twenty-four fanams. The fanams are put* 
or worked, into the buttons of the fhirt, 
which we have contrived to deceive the 
wafherman. 

Seven European artificers, arrived here, e f- 
are forced into Tippoo’s fervice. They 
were fole&ed from thofe men taken at Be- 
danore or Nagram. 

i ; Mirtozee, the commanding officer of the 27* 
guard placed over our prifon, ^who, by the 
humanity of his behaviour, had acquired 
our efteem^ affection, and even confidence, 

corro- 
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i? Rj. corroborates tile melancholy tidings we' ftdl 
received of General Matthews’s officers hair* 
ing, all of them, been carried off by potion 
at Kavel DroOk, by the exprefs orders of the 
Sultan ) which* he laid, was cowing to the 
garrilbn of Anaifpore being all of them put 
to the fword by one of our European offi- 
cers. He warned uS of a fearch that was 
foon to be made in our prilon, for what wC 
called contraband goods, fetch as razors, 
feiffars, knives, and other offenfive weapons? 
and papers, pens, and ink ; the means of 
cOrrefpondence and dilcovery^ 

The commanding officer, to whom the 
inhuman talk of poifoning our men at Ka-* 
vel Drook was committed, having been often 
prelent with them, and of eourfe been mo- 
ved With compaffion, fuccefsfnlly exerted hie 
influence to be removed from that ftation* 
The officer who had the charge of our fob* 
diers prifon, at Seringapatam, was lent for 
to Myfore, and appointed in his Head, With 
an exprefs charge to carry the orders and di* 
regions, that had been given for poifoning 
our men, into immediate execution. Thisr 

being 
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Using done, the officer returned to his charge 1783* 
of our foldiers prifon at Seringapatam, which 
he occafionally vifited as ufual. Certain of 
our men, who had heard feme furmifes of 
the horrid purpofe for which he had been 
abfent* and who were moved with the live- 
lier inquietude and apprehenfions, ventured 
to put the queftion to him. Why they had 
(b long been deprived of the honour of his 
vifits? He made not the leaft fcruple to 
tell them the Shocking bufinefs in which lie 
had been employed, apologizing, at the 
feme time, for, his conduct, by obferving, 
that if he had not obeyed orders, he would 
himfelf have been put to death. 

Colonel Braith wake has received a cot and O &. 
fome Margoza bade, from the Keeladar ; 39 * 
and was at the feme time delired to apply for 
any thing he wanted. The Colonel re- 
quefted he might be removed to us, or fee 
the French Do&or,ac alfo to fit on the out- 
fide of the prifon door, during the time 
his fervants were dreffing his victuals. The 
Keeladar to thefe demands gave an evaiive 
atnfwer. 


Received 
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*7*3. (corroborates the melancholy tidings we haftl 
received of General Matthews’s officers hav* 
ing, all of them, been carried off by potion 
at Kavel Drdok, by the exprefs orders of the 
Sultan i which, he laid, was cfwing to the! 
garrifon of Anaifpore being all of them put 
to the fword by one of our European offi- 
cers. He warned u$ of a fearch that was 
toon to be made in our priiori, for what we 
called contraband goods, fuch as razors* 
feiffars, knives, and other offenfive weapons; 
and papers, pens, and ink ; the means of 
cdrreipondcnce and difeovery. 

The commanding officer, to whom the 
inhuman taik of poifoning our men at Ka-* 
vel Drook was committed, having been often 
pretent with them, and of eourfe been mo- 
ved With compaffion, fuccefsfully exerted hi* 
influence to be removed from that flation. 
The officer who had the charge of our lot* 
diers prifon, at Seringapatam, was tent for 
to Myfore, and appointed in his ftead, With 
an exprefs charge to carry the orders and di* 
redtions, that had been given for poifoning. 
our men, into immediate execution. Thisr 

being 



*A*f WAR Iff ASIA. 

$eingdone,the officer returned tohis charge 1783. 
of our foldiers prifon at Seringapatatn, which 
he occafionally vifited as ufual. Certain of 
our men, who had heard fome ftimaifes of 
the horrid purpofe for which he had been 
abfent, and who were moved with the liver 
lied, inquietude and appreheniions, ventured 
to put the queftion to him. Why they had 
fa long been deprived of the honour of his 
vifits ? He made not the leaft fcruple to 
tell them the (hocking bufiiiefs in which lie 
had been employed, apologizing, at the 
feme time, for, his condud, by oblerving, 
that if he had not obeyed orders, he would 
himfelf have been put to death. 

Colonel Braith waits has received a cot and oa. 
fome Margoza bark, from the Keeladar; a? * 
and was at the fame time defired to apply for 
any thing he wanted. The Colonel rc-, 
quelled he might be removed to us, or fee* 
the French Do&or, as al fa to fit on theout- 
fide -of the prifon door, during the time 
his forvants were dreflmg his viduals. The 
Keeladar to thefe demands gave an evafive 
anfiver. • 


Received 
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Received the following from Colonel 1 
Braithwaite. 


** Colonei Braithwaite prefertts his com- 
“ pliments to the Gentlemen, has received 
“ four ffiirts, four drawers, for Captain. 
“ Leech, but no ^/7/j,^neaning fanams*,jare 
“ to be found. He begs to know howthey 
** were lent. The Colonel takes the liberty to 
“ fend them a few lines, by way of epitaph, 
“ on his late friend Sampfon, which he hopes 
“ his friends will wear in their hearts, as 
“ his deftiny denies him a tomb-ftone. It 
“ is the only tribute the Colonel can now 
** pay to the memory of an officer, whom 
“ he brought up and loved with parental 
“ affedfion. Should he furvive his captivi- 
ty, he will demand his bones, and thole 
** of the other gentlemen, who have died 
“ here, and carry them to Madras for inw 
“ terment.” 


* The faiwms were pat in the buttons, the walhermddqi a? 
this time had not an opportunity of delivering them. . 


Sampson* 
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Sampson here refts his head on hoftile earth ; 

A youth to fortune, not to fame, unknown - 
The former frowned even at his birth, 

The latter furely mark’d him for her own. 

How great his bravery, let beholders tell : 

Much did he do, and to the laft did try; 

A&ive, amidft out-numb’ring foes he fell— ^ 

Difabled — too lucklcfs ! then to die 
A wounded captive in barbarians chains! 

Uncommon rigour mark’d his cruel fate $ 

A tyrant’s caution caus’d his lateft pains : 

At length he died* a long, long year tod late. 

Lay light upon him earth ; and may his God 
With mercy meet him, and for ay reward, 

A youth, who in the walk of honour trod j 
Yet fuffer’d here, alas ! a lot too hard; 

Serjeant Higgins (who voluntarily took 
fervice) with two other European Mufful- iV 
men, have made off to Mangalore from 
Nagram ; but one of the three was unfor- 
tunately dete&ed* . 

The European Mufifulman taken in, en- 
deavouring to make his efcape, was fhot in 2 * 
Tippoo’s camp, and fix more of the Euro- 
pean Mufiulmen, who were alfo in his camp, 
are ordered to Shittle Drook. 


L 


The 
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1783. The Europeans given up by the French 
^ ov * were at drill this morning* and attended by 
four Havaldars. 

All the Europeans who have been made 
Muffulmen are confined in a large fquare, 
and no one is permitted to go out without 
a fentry. 

Our allowance of one fanam per day (or 
eleven dubs) is reduced to nine dubs and 
two cafh, a lofs of fix cafh each per day ; 
which affeds us in the moll ferious man- 
ner. We fhall be puzzled how to exift. 
Mr. Skardon has received an addition of 
three cafh per day. 

4- The . European Muffulmen, and black 
flaves, are given in charge of the black of- 
ficers of cavalry, whom they are to inftfud 
in the infantry duty; a moft melancholy 
fight to us. All this is owing to Monfieur 
Suffrein. 


The 
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The Inchivalla, who was the ringleader 1783 
in the confpiraCy, Hill remains in heavy 
irons, and on low diet. 

About ten this morning, fifty of the Eu- Nov. 
ropean Mufiiilmen, with firelocks, and a 8 * 
body of native troops, cfcorted the Keela- 
dar to a mofque, one mile weft of the fort. 

They were commanded by a black officer, 
who frequently; in our hearing, called out 
to them, as they were paffing our prifon, 

C billow Feringee Banjoot *, with other ex- 
preftions of infolence and contempt. 

The paymafter informs us, that Manga- 9. 
lore is given up in confequence of peace $ 
that Tippoo is to be here in eight days ; and 
that an officer of rank is on his way from 
Madras, in order to receive the prifoners. 

The paymafter has afiured us in the ftrong- 
eft manner, that the above information id 
undoubted, and requefts that we would, on 
our enlargement, make him a fmall falam, 
which he intends to appropriate to his 


Go on, ye white (laves. 


Lz 


daughter's 
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1783. daughter’s marriage.* This good man is 
deferving of every thing we can do for him, 

as 


* In Hindoftan, the expence of clothes is almoft nothing ; 
and that of food, firing, and lodging, to the native, 
very trifling. The Hindoos are not addi&ed to any expen- 
five vices, their paflions and defires being gentle and mo- 
derate. Yet they are frugal and induftrious, and as eager 
to amafs riches as any of the natives of Europe. A Jew, a 
Dutchman, or a Scotch pedlar, is not more attentive to 
profit and lofs. What is the rcafon of this ? They are 
lovers of fplcndour and magnificence in every thing, but 
particularly in what relates to their women. It is in their 
harams, but cfpccially on occafion of their marriages, that 
they pour forth the col levied treafures of many induftrious 
years. It may alfo be proper to obferve, here, that the 
good man, who had exprefled a concern for the due celebra- 
tion of his daughter’s marriage, had in his eye, and even 
knew for certain, the family and the youth to whom (he was 
to be married. 

Marriages are contra&ed by boys and girls, and confum- 
mated as foon as they arrive at puberty ; that is, when the 
men arc from twelve to thirteen years of age, and the women 
nine or ten. The mryriage ceremony is performed three times ; 
once when the couple are mere infants ; a fecond time, when 
the gentleman may be about eight or nine years old, and 
the lady five or fix ; and the third and laft time, at the age 
I have already fpecified. Between the firft and fecond mar- 
riage ceremonies, the young couple are allowed to fee one 
another : they run about and play together as other children 
do ; and knowing they are deJUucd for each other, c6m- 
% monly 
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as he has on every occafion fliewn huma- 1783. 

nity and attention towards us. 

* 

The paymaftcr’s news corroborated from 
all quarters. 

\ 

Six o’clock, P. M. departed this life 
Lieutenant Butler. This unfortunate man 
was fick for near fix months, and although 
the two Myars faw his wretched fituation. 


monly conceive, even at that early period, a mutual affec- 
tion. But after the fecond time of marriage, they are fe- 
paj-ated from each other ; the bride, cfpccially if lhe be ft 
perfon of condition, being Ihutup in the women’s apartment 
until the happy day of the third and lull ceremony, when 
the prieft fprinklcs on the bride and bridegroom abundance 
of rice, as an emblem of fruitfulnds. 

Thefe early contracts are undoubtly well calculated to in- 
fplrc the parties with a mutual and lading afTe&ion. The 
earlieft part of life is in every country the happieft ; and 
every objett is plcafing that reeals to the imagination that 
bleiTed period. The du&ilc minds of the infant lovers arc 
cafily twined into one ; and the happieft time of their life is 
affociated with the fweet remembrance of their early.connec- 
tjort. It is not fo with your brides and bridegrooms of 
thirty, forty, and fifty : they have had previous .attach- 
ments ; the befl part of life is pa ft before their union, per- 
haps before they ever faw each other. 

L 3 and 
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1783. and repeated applications were made to the 
Keeladar for medicines, and a little Pia ar- 
rack, yet the cruel barbarian gav? no kind of 
affiftance, but allowed him to linger out a 
life of mifery and wretchednefs. 

The waflierman having made a demand 
of eight dubs for bleaching the Ihirts and 
drawers fent to Captain Leech, we have, 
in confequence of his application, raifed^that 
fum by a. fubfeription of one calh each. 

Two divifions of the European MufTul- 

, men were at drill this morning, each divifion 
commanded by a black officer, 

% 

Kov.9. The funeral fervice was this morning read 
over the late Lieutenant Butler, who was 
carried out as decently as the prifon would 
admit of. 

The Keeladar lent for the effects of the 
late Lieutenant Butler, , confilling of a few 
old rags. The Verduvalla took as much 
care in examining’ them, as if they had been 
of the utmoll confequencer 
# Preparations 
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Preparations making, fuch as white- 1783. 
waHiing the houfes, cleaning the ftreets, ^ v * 
&c. in order to receive Tippoo Sultan Ba- 
hadar. 

An officer of rank expe&ed here to-mor- 1 1 . 
row, to receive the prifoners : a Choultry 
and Pandall * fitted up for his reception, 
one mile north of the fort, at a village call- 
ed Soomer Pettah. 

The European Muffulmen were at drill i*- 
this morning, and mixed in the ranks with 
the black Haves. They and the black Haves 
have had their right cars bored, in order to 
wear the Mahomedan badge of flavery, 
which is a filver pearl. 

Colonel Braith waite patied our prifon on j S . 
his return from the Keeladar. l ie was well 
drefied, and under charge of one Havaldar 
and twelve Sepoys, with fixed bayonets. — 
Several of us were fo rejoiced at feeing him, 

• A kind of portico for making the Choultry cooler, 
formed by wooden ptfies, and the leaves and branches of 
trees. 

l 4 


that 
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1783. that they forgot their fituation, and called 
out to him, by name:, through holes they 
had bored through the wall of the prifon. 
The Colonel was aftonifhed, and fome of 
the prifoners difapproved of this conduct of 
their companions. But their emotions were 
fo lively, that they could not be retrained. , 

Various and unpertain accounts of peace j 
one moment we are informed that peace is 
finally concluded j the next, there is fight- 
ing ; and in this miferable fituation are we 
daily tortured with alternate hopes and fears, 
which produce a ftate of arfxious and pain- 
ful fiifpenfe. 

The Corakces have defeated a party of 
Tippoo Saib’s troops at Perripatam, nine- 
teen miles weft of this, and a reinforce- 
ment of Chaylahs and Colleries are order- 
ed from hence to reinforce them. 

£fov. The reduction of our allowance of the 
l6 ‘ fix caih has fo materially affedted our mode 
of living, that we are obliged now to 
breaftiaft on two caih of conjee and two 
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pafli of milk. Two dinners in the week* 1783. 
o£4oll pepper- water, each dinner nine calh ; 
one ditto 'of cutcheree, twelve caih, two 
mutton curreys, and two foup dinners. 

ISirvw 

Forty Europeans and two battalions of 
black flaves with firelocks (no bayonets) 
marched out of the fort at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, in order to be reviewed by 
the Keeladar ; the European flaves were 
divided in the ranks with the Chaylahs, very 
dirty, and but indifferently drefled. Some 
had hankerchiefs on their heads, others 
turbans, and frbm their mid-thigh down- 
wards they were entirely naked. Surely no 
jfituation on earth is equal to theirs : however 
we flatter ourfelves that whenever we meet 
with that happy hour of liberty, and their 
cafe is made known, every ftep will be 
taken in order to recover them from flavery 
and Mahomedanifm. The Europeans and 
black flaves have all a filver pearl in their 
right ear. 

The Keeladar with the flaves returned at 

# 

eleven this night. 


Colonel 



MEMOIRS OF T 8 X 


*70* 

1783. * Colonel Braithwaite informs us by letter, 
^ >v * that he has only received twenty fa na ms 
from the wafberman on'account of Caption 
Leech. The 'Wafherman has taken the re- 
mainder : this villain’s cunning outreaches 
all our fchemes. The Colonel and Enfign 
Holmes’s allowance reduced to nine dubs 
and two cafh each per day, and Captain 
Leech and the ferjeant are raifed to ten cafh 
each. The Colonel daily fends Captain 
Leech a fix cafh breakfaft. 

Five Europeans, hand- cuffed, arrived 
prifoners from the Durma Country. 

Received the following from Colonel 
Braithwaite. 

** When I got near the Keeladar’s houfe, 
** a man came out in a great hurry and 
** feeming agitation, to fay it was a miftake, 
“ and ordered me back. In repaffing your 
** prifon-houfe, I heard you fay, by G— d 
** there’s Colonel Braithwaite : upon which 

I anfwered in fome fuch exclamation. I 

t 

u had a very pleafant walk, and faw much 

“ of 
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“ of the city, which is the fineft I have 1783, 
feen in India. . Soon after I got back to 
ty dungeon, two or three perfons came 
** ijpm the cutchery, to tell me, whatever 
** clothes or money I wanted, to afk and I 
** fhould have. I laid, whatever the Na- 
** bob allowed me I would receive ; if ten 
“ pagodas a-day I would fpend them ; if 
“ ten cafh I “would live upon it. I would 
alk for no money; clothes- I ihould be . 
glad of. Three pieces of tolerable cloth 
for Hurting has been fent me ; they fay a 
taylor is to come to-day. This change 
in regard to me looks well. Two preffed 
taylors are come ; they pretend they can- 
“ not do my work ; but I believe the chau- 
** buck will teach them. I have ferioufly 
** declared I will not pay them.” 

Our good friend Mirto Jee fays, that tf 0Y> 
peace is certainly broken off, zo ' 

The Commandant alked the Verduvalla 
for news. He gave him fox anfwer, that the 
news was very cold. 


Captain 



. Captain Judfon has received thirteen pa- 
godas by the hands of an old woman, come 
to Seringapatam.in fearch of her fon, a Sepoy 
in our fervice, which was fent with a letted by 
Mrs. Judfon, his wife, from Trichinopoly. 
The old woman, ever fince the fatal battle 
near Conj e veram, had wandered in a continued 
ftate’of pilgrimage, not being able to reft long 
in one place, under the anxious and tender 
concern that inwardly preyed on her mater- 
nal breaft. After vifiting every place that 
report had fuggefted as the probable foene 
of her fon’s confinement, if in life, fhe at 
laft made her way to Seringapatam, where 
fhe found him } and we all of us participa- 
ted in her joy. The woman faithfully de- 
livered the money which Mrs. Judfon had 
committed to her care, to our forvants, 
whom flie found at the well, where they 
attended daily to fetch water, and which 
had become a kind of poft-office. Mrs* 
Judfon, we were fometimes inclined to 
think, muft have received by fome means 
or other a defeription of the well. But if 
this had been fo, how could we account for 
the commanding officer at Trichinopoly’s 
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not taking the fame opportunity of corre- 
fpendence that was embraced by Mrs. Jud- ? 
fon ? The attention of government, indeed, 
could not well be expedted to equal the 
cafts of maternal and conjugal affedtion. 

This is the only letter or money received 
in Hyder’s countiy from our friends. 

Captain Judfon receives through the old Nov. 
woman a letter from Mrs. Judfon, dated the 
14th of laft month, in anfwer to one he 
wrote in February laft, acquainting him 
that he might expedt to be fupplied from 
time to time with money, and that there 
was a talk of peace. 

The guard that was ftationed over the 2;. 
European officers, prifoners at Kaval Drook, 
returned here three days ago, and gave us 
the melancholy account of all General 
Matthews’s officers being poifoned. 

A Circar Verduvalla with armourers, 
this morning, particularly examined our 
irons. The Verduvalla corroborated the 
account we had received of the dreadful 

cataftrophe 
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1783. cataftrophe of the officers at Kaval Drodk 
as ajfo of Rumley, Frazer, and Samp- 
Ion, at Myiore j and faid, that he made 
no doubt hut that the Nabob would poi- 
fori all the Englifh prifoners 

Several thoufands of trodps, and moil of 
them Carnatic people, are drilling here, for 
the cavalry, artillery, and infantry. Tippoo 
copies our mode of difcipline in every re- 
ipe< 5 t. 

Dec. The nine Have-boys, who attend the 
*' Derroga, are intended for the Nabob’s fa- 
mily. 

Arrived prifoners, twenty Europeans, 
and two European women, chained two and 
two. 

Arrived prifoners, twelve Europeans, 
chained two and two, they were fhip- 
wrecked on the Malabar coaft. 

The Subadar who impeached the con- 
lpirators, is made a Comniandant of Colie- 
* ries. 


10. 



ties* and has received many othtir favours <783. 
from the Nabob : we have part of his bat- 
talion over as* and be frequently vifits the 
prifon* and feems very anxious to enter into 
a cdhverfation j however* as be has been 
particularly pointed out to us by fome of 
our friends* we adt with caution. 

Colonel Braithwaite acquaints us, that 
he has repeatedly applied to the Keeladar 
for a greater allowance* and for taylors, but 
without fuccefs. 

A European officer, who was taken Dec. 
prifoner on this coaft about two months *** 
after the falLof Nagram, and fent here, is 
circugpcifed and appointed Commandant to 
a battalion of Chaylahs : we have not been 
able as yet to learn any thing farther con- 
cerning this unfortunate man, 

t 

This evening, the whole of the European *9* 
Muffulmen were marched to Myfore. Se- 
ven miles fouth. 


Received 



Received from the Kecladar two Banyan# 
two fhort drawers* and a fheet ; they were 
made of the coarfeft dungeree* and the fame 
quality as delivered out to the black flavcs* 
fo very unfit for our purpofe* that we beg- 
ged of the Verduvalla to return them, and 
endeavour to procure us a piece of cloth 
each in their ftead : the cloth to be about 
four or five fanams per piece. On theVerdu- 
valla’s reporting this to the Keeladar, he re- 
plied. Very well* that we might wait a few 
days. Strange are the conjectures which arc 
formed concerning this prelent, as it is the 
only inftance of generofity we have tnet 
with from that quarter, during our imprifon.-* 
ment : it has made a number of gentlemen 
very melancholy — apprehenfive of fqfce to 
take fervice. Not like peace. 

Many of our guards afiitre us that we ate 
all to be circumcifcd, and taken into the 
Nabob’s fervice ; and that fhe dungaree 
we received yefterday was given in confe- 
quence of that refolution. . 

; Captain Judfon has lent two pagodas tci 
Colonel Bjraithwaite. 


Sent 
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Sent by the wafherman Captain Leech’s 1783. 
jfupply, thirty-one fanams. A current re- 
port of peace, and that our ambailadors 
from Madras are only a few days march 
from this. 

Received a letter From Colonel Braith- 
waite, acquainting us that he has only recei- 
ved twenty-four fanams for Captain Leech. 

Reports of our ambailadors being at Mal- 
varee, twelve cofs N. E. of this place ; Dec, 
that they have applied to the Keeladar to 
fend us money and clothes; but that the 
Keeladar would not comply with their re- 
queft, as he obferved that he had no hookum % 
or or<|pr, from the Nabob. 

Three Europeans, who were taken at, or 
near, Calicut about two months ago, and 
ient here, are forced into the barbarian's 
fervice as ftone-cutters. 

The two men, Spencer and Wilton, who 3®« 
were taken at Errode, palled our prifon. 

M 


Voi,. II. 


The 
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*783. The Verduvalla, by an order f?om the 

® ec ’ Keeladar, told Sid Abram that he muft con- 
tent to enter into the Nabob’s fervice, and 
give an account where his wife and family 
were, that they might be fent for. The 
Commandant replied, that he had, from 
his boyifh days, been brought up amongft 
the Englifh, had met with every attention 
and encouragement that a foldier. merited, 
and that he would on no account give in- 
formation where his wife and family were, 
nor would he confent to enter into the Na- 
bob’s fervice. 

A mefiage, or falam, from Meer Nazer 
Ally, formerly an officer in our fervice, but 
who had fallen prifoner and taken f|rvice, 
to Sid Abram, that peace was certainly con- 
cluded, and applauding him for his fteady 
conduct in refuting to take fervice. Meer 
Nazer Ally was a Subadar in Captain Mac- 
Alifter’s regiment of cavalry, and taken pri- 
foner with Lieutenant Crewitzer } he now 
commands a regiment of cavalry, and i 6 do- 
ing duty here. 


The 
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Our guards doubled and the centinels 17844. 
particularly vigilant. A report prevails that 
We are all to be put to death. 

The two troopers who came on our 14* 
guard at the time of the confpiracy, were 
this morning relieved; 

The whole of ,us turned out in order to 
be muttered by a Subadar fent by the 
Keeladar. 

Abdull Ruflel, Commandant to Captain 22,' 
Alcock’s battalion, and taken prifoner with 
Colonel Braithwaite, was fent to Arnee and 
thrown into heavy irons, on three cafli per 
day, and one fear of raggee, becaufe he 
Would not enter into the barbarian-s fervice: 
many others, for the fame reafon, were treat- 
ed in the fame manner, until they contented 
to take fervice, and lend feu: their families. 

A European boy about twelve years of 
age informed our ibrvants at the well this 
evening, that he belonged to his Majetty’s 
thirty-fecond or forty- fecond regiment, that 
M 2 he 
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1784. he was taken prifoner at Nagram,and fincc 
circumcifed. His name is Lindfey. 

Jan. The Inchivalla was this morning pub- 
' lickly flogged, near our prifbn, and his 
back rubbed with chilleys, or cayenne pep- 
per. 

Arrived from Mangalore, thirty ele- 
phants with their howders. 

29. The nine circumcifed European boys Hill 
remain under the charge of the Derroga ; 
two of them were this morning on the ter- 
race of Tippoo Saib’s houfe: they made 
lignals that the Nabob would be here in fif- 
teen days, and that we fhould then be re- 
leafed. We were greatly afFedted by their 
repeated melancholy figns of their fituation : 
on their retiring they Ihed a flood of tears, 
and took off their turbans. 

An increafe of our allowance of one calh 
per day, owing to the exchange of the fa- 
nam. 


Arrived 
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Arrived from Mangalore eight elephants, 1784, 
with their howdars ; a fpecies of frame fix- Feb ‘ 1 ‘ 
ed to the elephant for fitting on — a little 
tent with curtains. 

The Europeans who were (hip wrecked, *• 
and arrived here in December, are chained 
two and two, with the daily allowance of 
•one fear of rice and two pice each. 

At four this evening five of the European Feb. 4. 
boys under the charge of the Derroga were 
on the terrace of Tippoo’s houfe, and made 
many tokens of their wretched fituation. 

The whole of us turned out, in order to 
be muftered by the Myar and a Bramin, as 
alfo our fervants. 

Vifited by the Myar and a Bramin,. who 
took our names, together with thofe of our 
fervants. Many gentlemen alarmed on this 
occafion. 

Spencer and Wilton pafied our prifon this 
ftd 3 morning 



1784. morning. The European Muflulmen ftil} 
remain at Myfore. 

We have difpatched a letter by the waffir 
prman to the unfortunate men who arrived 
here a few days ago, requefting to know in 
what manner they fell into the enemy's 
hands, and offering our affiftance in money, 
to the amount of fifty fanams. 

Received the following from one of them, 
Mr. Lilly. 

“ I have been in prifbn going on feven 
** months. We were brought up here du- 
f* ring the ceflation of arms in irons, upon 
• ‘ one pice and one fear of rice per day j 
** upon our arrival here they gave us two 
pice per day, and put all in irons, only 
two men who were ill, and they excuied 
“ me. There is no officer here, only one 
furgeon, a foreigner, whofe name is King, 
** and one who follows the civil line # and 
f ‘ I was taken as I came to buy a ffiip at 
“ Mangalore. There are fourteen Euro- 
** pean foldiers, befides about thirty Sepoys, 

41 that 
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“ that were call away in a gale of wind, »7 8 4* 
“ who were taken as prifoners. 

“ LILLY.” 

Mr. Lilly’s letter not proving fatisfac- 
tory, we have in confluence forwarded an- 
other. 

Fourteen Sufcadars, or Captains, and a Feb. 
number of Sepoys, have been carrying mud ,} * 
for many months pall, in order to force 
them to take fervice. 

A European boy informed our fervants at «4* 
the well this evening, that he, with nine 
more, were taken prifoners at Nagram ; 
that they were drummers and lifers of his 
Majelly’s ioift and i 02 d regiments ; that 
they had been circumcifed ; and were at 
prelent under the charge of the head Der- 
roga. Halfin Ally Cawn. The boy ear- 
neftly requefted of the fervants, that they 
would inform us that they were ufed bar- 
baroufly ; and hoped that, upon our en- 
largement, we would take an active part in 
M 4 repre- 
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(784. reprefenting to the government of Madras 
their wretched fituation. 

Feb. Our fervants again faw the European boy 
at the well, and allured him, by our defire, 
that every exertion in our power fhould be 
made on our enlargement ; and requefted 
an account of liimielf and comrades in 
writing. He replied, none of them could 
write. 

1 8- We are informed that the name of Tip- 
poo’s eldefl fon is Abdull Ally Bahadar. 

19* Sixty-feven circumcifed Europeans are at 
Myfore. Meffrs. Speedtman, Rutlidge, 
Serjeant-major Groves, with feveral others, 
ftill remain at Gunjum Pettah. 

Received the following from Mr. Lilly. 

** Gentlemen, 

** The ceflation of arms took place with 
** Tippoo Saib the 2d of Auguft for four 
f * months, We were fent up here before 

** the 
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** the expiration of it. I cannot tell how 1784. 
“ they managed the other part of the nego- 
'* tiation. The negotiators for peace were 
“ not arrived in camp when we came away; 

but it is certain they arrived here the 25th 
“ December : they expected them in camp 
** when we came away. Tippoo carried 
“ his guns to the brink of the ditch ; he 
«* attempted ftorming twice, and was re- 
“ pulfed with great lofs ; they were fo 
■* dole in fome places, that our people 
4i threw fourteen-inch Ihells over the 
“ breaft-work out of their hands upon the 
“ French. The fea don’t walh the walls 
** ofMangalore. Two tlioufand Europeans 
** have arrived from Europe laft year. Ge- 
** neral Stewart commands at Madras. The 
“ firft battalion of Sepoys was taken at Na- 
** gram, but Captain Bowles went up to 
** Bombay before they were taken. I am 
exceedingly obliged to you for your kind 
“ offer. I am not in want of calh at pre- 
lent ; if I Ihould, I’ll make bold to trou- 
“ ble you ; but we are all in expe&ation 
“ of being releafed in a few days, as we 
“ have been multered twice, and our names 

t( taken 
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1784. taken to fend to Tippoo, in order for our 
** enlargement. 

** Mr, King thanks you for your kind 
** offer y he is not in much want of calh as 
'* yet ; he has not a grain of Tartar Eme- 
“ tic, but can fend you feme Ipecacuana, 
** with feme Bark, if you Ihould want it,” 

14 th February. 

A fubfcription of twenty-eight fanams, in 
order to requite the wafherman for the let- 
ters carried to and from Mr. Lilly. 

Feb. Sent Captain Leech a fupply of eighteen 

*0. 

fanams. 

The fubferiptions of late have come lb 
heavy on us, that we are obliged to make 
four dinners in the week of rice and ghee, 
each dinner feven caih. 

**• Two Sepoys who are at prefent attached 
to our guard, have given us the melancholy, 
accounts of our brother-fufferers at Kaval 
Drook. They fay that the Keeladar of Ka- 
* val 
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yal Drook received orders from the Bahadar 178^.. 
to difpatch the whole of them with poifon; 
that the Keeladar made no fecret, but ex- 
plained his orders, and obferved, that unlefs . 
they were inftantly put in execution, his own 
life would pay for his difobedience. Tho 
firft he called pofitively refufed to tafte the 
poifon. The Keeladar inftantly ordered fe- 
veral Coffres to feize and tie him up to a 
tamarind tree. After being moil feverely 
flogged, he at laft contented to drink the 
finifhing draught. Many others were flog- 
ged and inhumanly treated, on account of 
their oppofition. The Sepoys obferved, that 
the feenes of diftrefs, after the poifon began 
to operate, were beyond defeription j fome 
being perfectly infenfible, others thrown into 
violent convulfions, and others employing 
the few moments they had to live in com- 
mitting themfelves to God, and in embrac- 
ing and taking a laft farewell of their com- 
panions and friends. Immediately after the 
whole were difpatched, the armourers 
knocked off their irons, and their bodies 
were then thrown into a wood as a prey for 

tygers. 


Wrote 
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1784* Wrote to Mr. Lilly, requeftinghe would 
be veiy circumfpedl in writing, as a detec- 
tion might prove fatal to us all. 

*9. Report of Tippoo’s having got pofleffion 
of Mangalore by ftratagem : this ha* 
damped our profpedts, and diffufed gloomy 
ideas in prifon. 

Received fome medicine from Mr. 
Lilly, brought by the wafherman, for 
which we gave him two fanams. 

March The whole of us ordered to fall in, in 
order to be muftered by a Myar and a 
Bramin : they fay that peace is broken 
off, and that we are to be fent to Kaval 
Drook. 

s. In confequence of yefterday’s information 

relative to our being fent to Kaval Drook, 
the whole of us have ferioufly and unani- 
moufly determined to avail ourfelves of the 
firft opportunity to make our efcape, by 
murdering the whole of our guards, and fel- 
ling every drop of blood as dear as poflible } 

being 
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being thoroughly convinced, that if we fub- 1784, 
mit tamely, we ffiall, on our arrival at ICaval 
Drook, be difpatched in the fame manner 
as General Mathews’s officers. 

One of the circumcifed European boys 
informed our fervants at the well this 
morning, that peace is broken off. 

Received the following letter from the .. . 

0 Marcw 

foldiers prifon, written by a black man; 7. 
the fame whp had been interpreter to the 
Keeladar of the above-mentioned particulars 
refpe&ing the death of General Matthews. 

** Since my arrival here, I have inftrudted 
“ myfelf to learn Englifh from a fpclling- 
** bpok which I purchafed from a European, 

** which is now entirely broke to pieces ; I 
“ therefore humbly beg the favour, if you 
“ have any book of any fort to fpare, to fend 
“ me by the bearer, that will be a means of 
** my not lofing what little I have learned. 1 
“ muft inform you, that my teacher, Serje- 
** ant Hillingfworth, departed this life about 
" twelve months ago. The Europeans ta- 
** ken with Colonel Baillie join with me in 

“ their 
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17^4. “ their duty to you, and all their officer^; 
“ Serjeant Brazier fends his duty to Cap- 
“ tains Mentieth and Wragg, and to inform 
“ them that there is himfelf and eleven pri- 
“ vates remaining here : Serjeant Macor- 
“ mick deceafed the 29th of December,- 
'* 1782. All the news we have is, that it 
** is a peace, and that fome of our gentle- 
** men is with the Nabob, and expected 
“ here daily i At about eight or nine 
“ months ago, a poor diftreifed European 
** woman, with a fine boy, ‘and big with 
** child, taken in Nagram, belonging to a 
“ ferjeant of grenadiers of the hundredth 
** regiment j fince which fhe has been de- 
«* livered of a girl : her allowance is one 
•* pice and one fear and a half of rice per 
** day. About fix months ago twenty-feven 
** Europeans of the different regiments were 
** taken on the Malabar coaft, and fent a- 
«« mongft us, which makes in all fixty-twor 
“ Europeans : our allowance is two pice 
** and one fear of rice per day. 

“ Vankatachelliem.’ 1 ' 

Th# 
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The guards acquaint us, that feveral black 1784* 
prifoners have been taken out in the dead of 
the night, and murdered, and that they feri^ 
oufly felt for our fituation. 

In confequence of the miferable fituation 
of the European woman and her two infants, 
we have railed with the utmoft difficulty 
twenty gold fanams ; and at the fame time 
have allured her, that we will on every oc- 
calion be affi fling. 

At nine o’clock, P. M. Sid Abram, our Man* 
black Commandant, was by an order from 7 * 
the Kecladar removed from our prilbn.— 

This truly good man ms exceedingly affedt- 
ed at his being feparated from us, and fre- 
quently requelled, that, whenever we fhould 
be enlarged, we would remember him to 
his wife and mother ; as he never would 
confent to enter into die barbarian’s fervice, 
which would of courfe prevent him from 
ever feeing his family. 

Sid Abram, with twelve other black of- 9. 
fieers, taken prifoners lince the commence- 
ment 
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*784. ment of the war, are all in irons, with the 
daily allowance of three cafti and one fear of 
saggce. 

One of our gentlemen alarmed us all ex- 
ceedingly by a fit of inianity, during which 
he raved on the fubjedts that moft concerned 
us all, and that were uppermoft in our 
minds. He had been afflidted with feveral 
fits before this time j but we always endea- 
voured to conceal his fituation from the' 
Havaldar of the guard, being apprehen- 
live that he would have him removed from 
our prifon to fome place of confinement, 
which folitude, and perhaps other circum- 
ftances, might rendfr Hill more difrnal. 
This day, however, he was extremely ill : 
and made repeated application to the Ha- 
valdar to have an interview with the Keela- 
dar, to whom, he faid, he had ibmething to 
communicate of the laft importance. This 
alarmed us exceedingly : for when we re- 
flected on the constant fears of the barbari- 
ans, left we fliould make our efcape either 
by force or fraud, or find means of commu- 
nicating fome ufeful intelligence to our 

countrymen. 
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Countrymen, and at the fame time coniidered 1784, 
that fo many of our officers, foldiers, and 
Sepoys, had been flaughtered in cold blood 
by the fword, or forced to die by poifbn ; 
there was not a doubt that the difcovery of 
our utenfils, our correfpondence with the 
other prifons, and fbme parts of our con- 
version, would be followed by certain and 
lpeedy death. We judged it expedient, in 
the prefent extremity, however much againft 
our inclinations, to acquaint the Havaldar 
that he was really infane. This the Haval- 
dar would not believe ; but affirmed that 
We all of us told lies, as he concluded, he 
faid, from the circumftance that the gentle- 
man difeourfed to him with perfect reafon 
and .propriety. The infane perfon, unfor- 
tunately for us, fpoke the Mahomedan lan- 
guage with great fluency : if he had not, we 
could have told our own flory. 

We endeavoured to reafon with the Ha- 
valdar, and mentioned many particulars in 
our own vindication, in vain. We then re- 
queued that our fervants might be called, 
and examined whether they had not fre- 
Vql. II. N quently 
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1784. quently perceived him in a Hate of infanity, 
before this time. They were accordingly 
called, and they confirmed every thing that 
we had faid. The Havaldar then faid, that 
he believed there was fome truth in what 
we had afierted, but that he mufl make a 
• report of what had happened. We en- 
treated of him to make as favourable an one 
as poffible, as we would be exceedingly 
happy, if our fellow-officer, though unhap- 
pily difordered in his underftanding, fhould 
be removed from us. 

The Havaldar requeued, and infilled with 
him to declare what he had to fay. But 
this he refufed to do»«again and again, fay- 
ing that he would not communicate the 
important bufinefe to any other perfon than 
the Keeladar, and that he would be reven-t 
gcd on the whole of us, as we were a let 
of villains and ralcals, and that we had 
made many attempts to poifon him. In &6t r 
he had frequently entertained ideas of this 
kind, and would often attend and overlook 
die iervants while they were employed in 
dreffing the victuals. It was fortunate for 
- us. 
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US, and the circumftance, beyond all doubt, 
which, under Providence, faved our lives, 
that his madnefs turned upon poifon, and 
not upon our having papers, journals, 
knives, feiilars, and other things concealed, 
and, above all, on our fecret correipondence 
with the other priions. 

Several gentlemen endeavoured to rcafon 
with this unhappy man, to no purpofe. — • 

In the courfe of the evening the Havaldar 
waited op the Keeladar to acquaint him 
that an Englifh officer, in one of the pri- 
fons, wifhed anxioufly to fee him, having 
fomething to communicate to him of the 
greateft confequence. The Havalder was 
defired to come again to the Keeladar next 
morning. t 

From the time that the infane perfon ap- 
plied to the Havaldar, we were bufily em- 
ployed in burning papers, digging holes in 
the ground in which we might hide things, 
and in putting things under the tyles of the 
prifon, until we fliould have an opportunity 
of burning them afterwards. During the 
N 2 courfe 
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1784. courfe of the evening we burned upwards 
of one hundred fheets of paper, which we 
had got in by ftealth, in order to amufe 
ourfelves by learning different languages*. 
The people who brought in thefe things 
for us, were equally alarmed with us, and 
dreaded the fatal confequences of a dis- 
covery. 

The infane perfon, with a pair of irons 
of about eight pounds in weight, began to 
walk about in the prifon at five o’clock in 
the evening, and continued to walk, at a 
great pace, without ceafing, till two o’clock 
in the morning, raving all the while, and 
vowing vengeance againft all his fellow-pri- 
foners. The ftate of our minds, on that 
horrible night, is not to be deferibed. It 
was propofed at one time to put him in- 
ilantly to death, and, by that facrifice, to 


In Ilindoftan the children of the common people are 
taught Tending and arithmetic in the open air : and they 
learn to dSftinguifh the letter and figures they ufe by form- 
ing them with their own hands, either in the . (and or on 
boards. Others form their figures, letters, words, and (en- 
tentes, on paper. o 

* fave 
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fave the lives of the whole. But kind Pro- 1784. 
vidence faved him from that fate, and us 
from that fatal deed. 

At laft the wilhed-for morning came, 
and about eight o’clock the Havaldar was 
announced. Our emotions were now 
wrought up to the higheft point of anxiety 
and fufpence. The Havaldar, coming for- 
ward into the prifon-yard, called out for the 
infane gentleman. The queftion on which 
our fafcty or our deftrudtion now hung in 
fufpence, was. Is the infane perfon to bc- 
carried before the Keeladar or no ? Our joy 
was extreme when we heaj'd the Havaldar 
tell him, that if he had any thing to fay, 
the Keeladar had ordered that he fhould 
mention it to him. Yet ftill there was 
reafon to apprehend that he might make 
fuch difcoveries as the Havaldar could not 
pafs over, though h$ was naturally humane, 
had taken a prefcnt, and was inclined to 
fave us. We therefore, during the cpnver- 
fation which he held with the Havaldar, 
crowded around him, fpoke in a threaten- 
ing tonq of voice, ufed menacing looks and 
N 3 ‘ geftures. 
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l -3 4 , geftures, and did every thing to embarrafs 
him, and excite his madnefs. To the Ha- 
valdar, who repeatedly put the queftioh, 
What have you to difeover ? he conftantly 
replied, that he would not reveal it but to 
the Havaldar, and poured forth at the fame 
time indefinite reproaches of murderous in- 
tentions towards himfelf againft his fellow- 
prifoners. The Havaldar then told him 
that he was a fool, and defired that he 
would go about his bufinefs, meaning that 
lie fliould retire to his cell. 

We then requeued of the Havaldar, that 
when he fliould be relieved, he would report 
to the commanding officer who fliould fuc- 
ceed him, the infinity of our fellow-prifo- 
ncr. If we had ufed this precaution at firft, 
we might have avoided this dreadful feene. 
But we had compaffion on the infirmity of 
this poor man, which was brought on by 
long confinement, lowhefs of fpirits, and 
the melancholy profpedt of death, or perpe- 
tual flavery, 


We 
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We felt as much joy at being freed from 1784. 
this dangerous embarraflment, as if we had 
been fet at entire liberty. The infane per- 
fon had in his pofleflion copies of many let- 
ters, with papers, knives, and other contra- 
band things. Thefe we wiflied above all 
things t6 get out of his hands. And, after 
this violent fit of infanity, he fortunately re- 
covered fo far, in the courfe of a few days, 
as to, be reafbned into the propriety of giv- 
ing up or deftroying thefe fufpicious articles. 

He behaved pretty well during the re- 
mainder of our confinement. He is now 
on half-pay. 

A current report that peace is broken off,' 
and that our ambafladors have embarked for 
Tellic&erry. 

Raifed by public fubfeription twenty- 
eight fanams, which we have fent by a 
trufty hand to our good friend Sid Abram. 

Sid Abram acknowledges the receipt of 
the money, and is very thankful. 

N4 


For 
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1784. For thefe four preceding nights, many 
black prifoners have been, murdered, and a 
report at prefent prevails, that they intend 
vifiting our prifon for the fame end. 

We are informed that the draught which 

was adminiftered to General Matthews's 
« 

officers, to the number of twenty, was the 
milk of the cocoa-tree. We learned after- 
wards, from undoubted authority, that 
Lieutenant Mathews of the Bengal efta- 
blifliment, brother to General Mathews, 
and Lieutenant Weldon of the Bombay e- 
ftablifhment, were, by Orders of Tippoo, 
taken out of the fort at Bednore, at ten 
o’clock at night, carried to the Jungul, a 
place over-grown with long grafs and un- 
derwood, and there cut to pieces : of which 
the officers confined at Bednore received the 
moft certain accounts the next morning, 
when the clothes of thefe unfortunate vicn 
tims were brought to them for fale. Di- 
re ft ions had in faft been fent by the-Sultan 
to murder all the Englifh officers in the 
different prifons in his dominions, who 
would not enter into his fervice : but intel- 
ligence 
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Jigence being received that the commiffion- 
ers for negotiating the treaty of peace had 
fet out for Madras, thefe bloody orders were 
countermanded, 

The following is a lift of the officers 
who were poifoned with General Mathews, 

, Ring's Officers. 

Captain Dougald Campbell, of the 98th 
regiment. 

Captain Alfton, of the 100th regiment. 
Captain Fiffi, ditto. 

Mr. Gifford, furgeon’s affiftant, ditto. 

Company's ’EJiabliJhment at Bombay . 

Brigadier-General Mathews. 

Lieutenant Young, Brigade-major. 
Major Fewtrill. 

Captain Clift. 

Captain Gottick. 

Lieutenant Barnwell. 

Captain Jackfon, artillery. 

Lieutenant Olivier, ditto. 

Captain Richardlon, 3d battalion Sepoys, 

Captain 
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*7^4. Captain Eames, 5th battalion Sepojrs. 

Captain Lendrum, t 1 ith ditto. 

Captain M‘Culloch, 1 5th ditto. 

Charles Stewart, Efqj Commiffary. 

Charles Cheek, Efq$ deputy ditto. 

From the foldiers prifon. 

** On the 27th October the Keeladar fent 
** forVankatachelliem, ourlinguift.and told 
“ him to acquaint us all that the Nabob 
“ and Company had made peace, and that 
“ we would foon be lent to Madras. The 
“ whole of ns at that time were hand-cuf- 
** fed two and two together. Soon after the 
“ Keeladar came into the prifon, and or- 
** dered the hand-cuffs to be taken off. We 
“ were fliut up together at that time about 
** twelve o’clock at night, and remained fo 
u forty days. About four months ago in the 
** dead of night, we received the fecond alarm. 
** of that kind. Wewere hand-cuffed fingly, 
** both hands, fince which the Bramin has 
** been four different times to enquire for 
“ mechanicks, taken all qur names down, 
** our pay, batta, and rank, in the Com- 

** pany’s 
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“ pany’s fervice, which makes us all 17844 
** very uneafy, as we cannot imagine ' 

“ what they want to do with us : another 
“ frefh alarm that there has been a num- 
“ ber of black prifoners taken and mafla- 
“ cred, which is tranfaded every night. 

“ We hear that a Commandant and lome 
“ Sepoys belonging to Colonel Braith- 
“ waite’s detachment have fuffered the 
** above fate.’* 

A letter from Colonel Braithwaite ac- March 
knowledging the receipt of feventeen fa- l8, 
nams for the ufe of Captain Leech. 

Sent Captain Leech a fupply of eighteen 19# 
fanams. The Subadars who were confined 
with him, as alfo General Mathews’s fer- 
vant, are removed. 

Ten o’clock, P. M. vifited by the Myar 22. 
and a Bramin, who ordered Captains Baird, 
Menteith,andLindfey’s iroiis to be knocked 
off. Thefe gentlemen were removed from 
our prifon under the charge of one Ha- 
valdar and two Sepoys. 


Three 



*04 MEMOIRS OF THE 

1784. Three o’clock, P. M. the Havaldar re- 
^ ardx turns and acquaints us, that the three gea- 
tlemen are at prelent with Colonel Braith- 
waite : that they were removed to him in 
confequencc of peace, and that we Ihould 
in all probability have our irons knocked off 
in a day or two, and be fent to Madras. 
Little credit is given by us to this piece of 
information, having been fo frequently difap- 
pointed before j and we are very uneafy, and 
apprehenfive that they intend very unfair 
means with Colonel Braithwaite, and indeed 
the whole of us, as reports have been current 
/or many days, that Tippoo. Saib intends 
murdering the whole of the European pri- 
foaers, ' 

While we were in this gloomy (late of 
mind, and ready to fink under the preflure 
of melancholy and black defpair ; behold, 
within the walls of our difinal dungeon, a 
Bramin lent from Tippoo Sultan, with 1 a 
formal intimation of the final coftclufion of 
: peace ! — And that our irons were to be 
knocked/ off next day.— The emotions that 
fprung up in our breads on receiving this 

* intelK- 



-intelligence, were fo ftrong and lively, and 1784. 
railed to fuch a point of elevation and excefs, 
as aknod bordered on pain ! — We gave vent 
to the ardour of oQjr minds in the louded as. 
well as mod irregular and extravagant ex* 
preflions of congratulations. The whole pri* 
fqn refounded with the frantic voice of fud* 
dpn as well as exceffive joy and exultation* 

This tumult having in fome degree fubfided, 
though we . were incapable of entire compo* 

.hire and reft, a propofal was made, and moll 
readily embraced, to collect all the ready mo- 
ney in our pofleffion, without the lead regard 
to equal lhares or proportions, and to cele- 
brate the joyful news of our approaching de- 
li verence with fome plantain fritters, and 
iherbet ; the only articles of luxury we could 
then command, on account of our extreme 
poverty. By nine o’clock at night, fupper 
was announced* confiding of iixty dozen 
of plantains* and a large chatty of {berbet. 
Everyone being feated on the ground, the 
/epaft was received with the utmodcontent 
.and fatisfaftion. Friends and .toads were 
.drank, as long as our chatty dood out; and 
ffichvWas the Agitation of our minds, that 
Jthere was not one of us who felt die lead 
... (Vol. 2.) inch* 
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• 1 7 $4. inclination, or indeed who poflcfiedtho 
power to comppfc himfelf for deep. "We 
now waited with tile utraoft impatience 
•for' the return of day dhd were imprefTod 
with a ftrong defire that our irons might be 
knocked off immediately ; but, to our great 
mortification, about fcven in the morning, 
there arrived only one armourer. Every 
one ftruggied to have his fetters knocked 
off firft. Proihifes, threats, buftling and 
joflling j every, expedient that could be im- 
agined was put in practice, in order to ob- 
tain that which would, come unfought 
for, in the courfe of a Jew minutes, or houra 
at furtheft. The fame men who had fufiesed 
the rigours of imprifonmfent,and themeaa- 
ces of a barbatous policy, with invincible 
refolution and patience, as , well as with 
mutual fympathy and complaifance, for years, 
were fo transported by the near protpeft of 
liberty, that the delay of a few moments, 
feemed now to be more insupportable than 
even the tedious languor of our loogv 
mod alarming, and anxious con fin ement. 
Between two and three in the afternoon, 
•ur irons were all knocked off, and then we 
were conduced, under the charge of aguard, 

*■'• '* rim- ■** tO 
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to the'Kodadar. In crofting theparade to 1784. 
.Hyder’s palace, fevferal European boys, in 
the Mahomedan drefs, tKrho hadbeen forci- 
Hycifcumcifed, came near to us, imploring 
our afliftance in a moft diffrefsful manner* 

*The only confolation we could give them, 
ms, to allure them, that whenever we arriv- 
ed atf Madras, their melancholy fituation. 
ihould be faithfully and feelingly defcribed 
, to the Governor, in order to procure their 
enlargement. We now were brought before 
the Keeladar, who was lodged in Hyder’s 
pdlace/and'fat in a veranda, furrounded by 
hie guards. Our names being taken down, 
with our rank and other circumftances, we 
warn' conduced tb Colonel Braithwaite’s 
prifon, where we found the Colonel, Cap- 
tains Baird, Lindfey, Menteith, and Enfign 
Holmes : here we remained feveral hours, 
and were, in a moft friendlymatiher, fupplied 
by thefegentlOmenwkHmoney , whidh gave 
Us 4 tt opportunity of tfeWartlifig thole good 
men Who had at different times been on our 
gtsaid. Towards the clofe of tHfe evening, 
after die foWiferS and black prifoners were 
cutleaed, wo moved off' from the fort to 
^boaujer-Pettah, a villagt diffant about two 

miles. 
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17:84. miles. On our arrival at the Choultry of this 

place, we had an opportunity of converting 

With our foldiers. Their marks of af&dion, 
% 

refpedt, and joy, at meeting with their officers, 
after fo long a reparation, were not lefs fincere 
than extravagant. The fight of the country, 
the fair face of nature in a rich and delicious 
climate, from which we had been fo long ex- 
cluded, excited in our minds the molt various 
and pleating emotions, and ftruck us with all 
the force of novelty. At the fame time,. it 
may not be thought unimportant to obfcrve, 
that we had loft, in iome degree, that intui- 
tive difcernment of the magnitude and rela- 
tions of objects, which is the effect of ex- 
perience, habit, and the aflbciation of ideas. 
At Soomner Pettah we were indulged with 
permifiion to walk about in the Buzar, and 
to bathe in the river, a moft delicious as well 
as falutary rcfrefhment. Every objedt, and 
every recreation, became now a fource of ex- 
quifite fatisfa&ion and delight j all that fk- 
tiety, and indifference to the bounty of na- 
ture, which arifes from undifturbed poflcf- 
fion, and perhaps ffcill more from vicious ha- 
bits, being effectually overcome and deftroyed 
.by the painful purification of months, .added 

to 



LATE WAR in ASIA. 

to months, in a fucceflion that threatened 
to terminate either in perpetual ilavery or 
death. 

Having received no allowance of rice, or 
the three pice, for the preceding day, we 
afked for fome victuals ; and fome hours af- 
ter, a feer of rice, and three pice, was deli- 
vered to each perfon. We were amazed, 
and did not know how to account for the 
negledt of our pittance j for as peace was 
concluded, we naturally imagined our al- 
lowance would rather have been augmented 
than curtailed ; but on making enquiry into 
the caufe, we were told that the commiffi- 
oners of Madras, employed in negotiating the 
treaty, had ftipulated no kind of provifion for 
us j and that the Nabob load fent orders to 
fyrnilh us with juft as much as would keep 
us from ftarving, and no more. 

Though our irons were knocked off, it 
was a long time before we recovered the 
en tire life of our limbs, and learned to walk 
With perfect freedom : never was the in- 
veterate power of. habit more forcibly dif- 
y* played 
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1784. played than on this occaiion. We could 
never get the idea of our being in fetters 
out of our heads. No effort of our minds* 
no aft of volition, could, for feveral days, 
overcome the habit of making the fhort 
and conflrained fteps to which we had been 
fo long accuftomed. Our crippled manner 
of walking was a fubjeft of laughter to our- 
felves as well as to others. 

March On the 25th of March, doolies having 
3 been provided for the fick, and a few bad 
horfes, we began our march to Vellore, 
the place agreed on by the treaty for the 
delivering up of the Britifh prifoners, guard- 
ed by an efcort of one hundred cavalry and 
five hundred infantry, under the command 
of a native commandant. 

April On the 15 th of April we arrived at Oof* 
* s ‘ cottah, a fortrefs fituated eighteen miles 
eaftward of Bangalore, and fixty miles dis- 
tant from the pafs into the Carnatic. Here 
the whole of the Britifh prifoners, who had 
been, taken at the battle of Tricpallum, or 
of Perambaukum near Conjeveram, and at 
- Bednore, 
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Bednore, were aflembled together. Their 1^84* 
number, amounted nearly to one hundred 
and eighty officers, nine hundred European 
foldiers, and fixteen hundred Sepoys, be- 
tides Tome hundreds of fervants of different 
cafles and occupations. The officers who 
had been confined at Bangalore, having re- 
ceived frequent fupplies of cafti from Ma- 
dras, had it in their power to fupply us* as 
well as the gentlemen from Bednore, with 
many articles of which we flood greatly in 
need. This many of them did, Sharing 
their clothes and money with fuch of their 
brother-officers and fellow-foldiers as moft 
wanted their affiftancei 

< 3 n communicating to each other our 
refpedtive fufferings, it appeared that the 
officers who were left wounded at Bednore, 
were much better ufed than at any other 
place. They were permitted to keep all 
their clothes, doolies, cots, chairs* tables, 
knives, forks, and other articles. They 
were indulged with the free ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper. A certain part of the ramp art, 
including two towers, was given tip to 
Voi.i IL O them, 
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1784# them, in which they were at liberty tO 
range about at pleafure. Their fervants 
were permitted to go into the Bdzar to 
purchase whatever they chofe to fend for, - 
though their daily allowance was only one 
feer of rice* and one pice to each. They 
were allowed a French furgeon to attend 
them } and when they recovered of their 
wounds they were not put in irons. 

Enfign Manly, of the Bombay eftabliih- 
ment, who had been taken in a Tally at 
Mangalore, was fent to Bednore, and there 
confined in the lame prifon with fome Se- 
poys, with no other allowance than one pice 
per day, and a feer of raggee. 

The officers who were confined at Dar- 
waur, a fort near Goa, were lodged with the* 
private men, upon the fame allowance 
with the other officers who were in prifon 
at Bednore : but they were afterwards re- 
moved to Simoga, where they were kept 
on a leer of raggee and one pice each a 
day. . Their irons were connected together 
by a feraight bar, in fiich a manner that die 
• ■% unfortunate 
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Unfortunate prifoners could neithtr expand 1784, 
their legs ndf contfadt them* 

- 'The gentlemen confined, at Bangalore 
were not only permitted to purchale every 
article they wanted* but* during the latter 
part of their confinement, they were allowed 
to vifit each other in their different prifons* 

The private Europeans alfb received differ 
rent treatment, in the different parts of the 
country in which they were imprifoned.— 

The ’Sepoys were treated with equal feverity 
every where* 

Four days before the Britifh officers were 
removed from Bednore, all the Command- 
ants* Subadars* and Jemmidars, of the Bom- 
bay eftablifhment, who had been taken pri- 
foners by Tippoo Sultart Bahadar, were, by 
his orders, removed from thence, and have 
riot fince been heard of. It is but too eafy 
to conjedture the fate of thofe Unfortunate 
men, when wt reflect that he had repeat- 
edly threatened to put them to death for re- 
filling to enter into his fervide, and on the 
melancholy extmpk» exhibited of the cer- 
0 i tainty 
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^784. tainty and rigour with which his bloody 
menaces were carried into execution*. 

April Lieutenant Dallas, who had been ap- 
17 ’ pointed by the cotamiffioners for peace to 

receive the prifoners, with a detachment of 
the Madras cavalry, and two companies of 
Sepoys, difmounting his horfemen, and fup- 
plying as many officers as he could with 
horfes, the whole of the prifoners, efcorted 
by a fmall guard of the Sultan’s, began their 
march towards Vellore, at which place we 
all of us arrived on the 25 th of April, 1784. 
Beem Row, a Bramin, whom Tippoo Sul- 
tan had appointed to conduct the prifoners 
from Oofcottah to the confines of the Car- 
natic, received from Mr. Dallas a receipt for 
all the prifoners whom the Sultan had deli- 
vered up. On this, we were reftored to 
liberty, the value of which we had been 
taught to eftimate by a long and painful 
confinement. 

We look back, now, to the days of our 
captivity, with^a kind of melancholy fatis- 

~ " * - * - ' K iS ‘\ . '' 

* pojr an account of the Jituidon and filtering* of the 
# prifijners at Bednore, before their arrival at Oofcottah, fee 
Appendix, B. “ 

fadlion. 
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faction, compofed of a thoufand mixed emo- 1784. 
tions not to be Hefcribed : but which are 
always deeply tinctured with admiration and 
gratitude to Mr. Haftings, to whole magna- 
nimous exertions we were indebted for our 
reiteration to liberty, and prefervation from 
death, and the reports of whole tranfcend- 
ent talents and virtues, glorioully dilplayed 
under accumulated difficulties, now and then 
diffufpd a gleam of hope through the hor- 
rors of hard confinement. 

Our lituation, in prifon among the barba- 
rians, is recalled to our remembrance in a 
lively and accurate manner, by a fong that 
was made by Lieutenant Thewlis,a very en- 
gaging and accomplilhed youth, now, alas ! 
deceased, confined with us in one of the jails 
of Seringapatam,as alio by a poem compofed 
on the profpeit of liberty, by an officer under 
confinement at Bangalore.. Thefe pieces, 
with a ftatement of lome particulars rela- 
tive to the mode and expence of living in 
jail among our late enemies in the penin- 
fula of Hindoltan, and a vi£w of our prifon 
ih Seringapatam, aft fubjoincd to this jour- 
nal in an appendix. 
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A Defcriptton of an Eaftern Haram , 
By an Engli/h Officer , 

A'3 the fubjedt of the eaflern Harams na«* 
furally excites curiofity in Europeans, the 
author of this journal may, perhaps, gratify 
iome of his readers by the following ftory, 
pf the truth of which he is perfectly cer- 
tain : although, the parties concerned in it 
being ftill alive; it would be improper to 
mention names, or to be particular as to 
dates or places. - ' 

On the conclufion of the late war in In-* 
dia, a certain officer appointed to coiledt 
the revenue in a diflridl dependent on the 
Company, became acquainted with the 

Governor 
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Governor or head-man of a town and ter- 
ritory belonging to it, who held that ftation 
in the name of the fovereign prince, whole 
court was eftabliihed in another part of the 
country. This delegated power he had 
fwayed for a long courle of years, with ad- 
vantage indeed to himfelf, but without 
oppreffing the people.* A report had been 
fpread that he had become exorbitantly 
rich: in confequencc of which, the prince 
his matter, agreeably to the manner of 
eaftern delpots, recalled him from his go- 
vernment to the city where he had fixed 
his thrpne, that he might plunder him of 
the wealth which he had acquired among 
his diftant fubjeds, 

The Governor, having received orders 
to return home, was ttruck with all thofe 
apprehenfions which trouble and dittrad 
the deputies of Afiatic chiefs and princes 
in fimilar fituations. To conciliate 'the 
favour of the tyrant by prefents, to pacify 
him by a liberal fliare of the fpoil, is 
the raeafure which prudence naturally dic- 
tates to the viceroy, whc> cannot appeal 

O 4 
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1784. to any other law than the will of his 
fovereign. But nothing lefs than the 
whole is commonly found fufficient to 
gratify the rapacity of the prince himfelf, or 
thofe that are about his perfon. Nay the 
whole is not always enough to redeem the 
poflefTor from imprifonment, torture, and 
death. For fame exaggerates the utmoft 
amount of his fortune. The more he gives, 
the greater the ftore is fuppofed to be from 
which he gives it. A confiderable hoard is 
ftill thought to remain t and, in order to 
wreft this imaginary treafure from the hands 
of the piilqrable owner, every inftrument of 
terror is employed that cruel ingenioufnefs 
can devife. 

The perfon whole hi/lory has given oc- 
cafion, at prefent, to thefe obfervations, 
was fully aware of the extreme danger of 
his fituation ; and, in the anxiety of his 
mind, communicated what had happened 
to him to the Englifti officer above-men- 
tioned. This gentleman, touched with 
his diftrefles, and fenfible that he would 
rifgue all that was defirable pr dear to man, 

- if 



APPENDIX. 

$f he f^Ould return to his matter ; under- ' 
took to reprefent his cafe to the prefidency of 

, and at the lame time to make them 

fully fenfible how well he delerved of the 
Englilh, to whofe interefts, indeed, he had 
Ihewn an uniform attachment. This, the 
officer did without delay, and comforted the 
Governor with the hope of the Company’s 
protection. This was, in fadt, readily 
granted. The Governor waS invited with- 
in the boundaries of the prefidency ‘s juris- 
diction, with affurances of perfedt fccurity 
to his property, and Safety to his perfon. 

Upon this he moved off with his family, 
his furniture, and his wealth, carried on a 
number of elephants, to the town of 
where he now refides. 

To the officer who had been the means 
of procuring him this afylum, he was anxi- 
ous to Ihew his gratitude by all poffible 
marks of attention, efteem, and confidence. 
He declared, that, notwithftanding the dif- 
ference of their religions, he could not help 
fonfidering the officer as of kin to his fami- 

iy. 
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ly, of which, under Qod, the common F#-* 
(her of mankind , (that was hit ejcprefliQn) 
he had been the Saviour. As the utmoft 
mark of confidence and favour he could be- 
(low, he invited the English gentleman to 
his Haram, that he might prefen t him to 
his wives and family. The gentleman was 
very well pleafed with this invitation : but 
he obferved, finding, that this favour would 
be a trefpafs againft the laws and cuiloms 
of his religion, which was the Mahomedan. 
The generous Mufiiilman laid, that there 
was no peafpn why all the world Ihould be 
made acquainted with what parted between 
them : and* for the a£l itfelf, if he confi- 
dpred it as a deviation from duty in any de- 
gree, he feemed to think it a very venial and 
light one, 

Upon a certain day, then, at an appoint- 
ed hour in the forenoon, the office* went to 
vifit his friend, who received him in a large 
veftibule, attended by a numerous tjain of 
fervants. - He was conduced, by a %acipu$ 
and elegant ftair-cafs, to a gallery that led 
to the, women’s apartments, called the Ba- 

ram> 
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ram, and alfo, in the Gentoo language, the 
Zenana, which look into a fpacious garden, 
whore the ladies oceafionally take the benefit 
pf the frefh air, enclofed with high walls. In 
certain apartments, at either end of this gal- 
lery, there were feveral females whofe bufinefs 
tt was to wait on the ladies of the Haram, As 
foon as the Englifh officer entered within the 
hall, or what refembled a fpacious drawing 
room, the whole pf the ladies rofe up from 
the rich carpet on which they reclined on 
cufhions of the finefl crimfon velvet, and in- 
clining their heads towards the ground, paid 
him the compliment of the falam with in- 
expreffible benignity and grace. Four , of 
thefe ladies, diftinguifhed by the richnefs of 
their apparel, and the eafe and dignity of 
' their mien, were in the rank of wives ; one 
of whom teemed to exercife a fpecies of au- 
thority, to which the others paid a ready 
and cheerful deference. The other girls, 
to the number of ten or twelve, ferved as 
concubines to their mailer, and in feme rc- 
fpe&s as handmaids to their miftreffes. — 
Th^y were all of then\, thofe efpecially who 
were in the hoftoured rank of wives, and 

defeended 
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defcended from good families, very great 
beauties . They . were well drefled and high- 
ly perfumed : but the exquiiite comelinefs 
and elegance of the wives was fet off and 
heightened with coftly jewels, which adorn- 
ed their ears and necks, and arms and ancles, 
and were ftuck in their thick and long black 
hair, which was braided and turned back in 
the moft graceful manner. 

They were aware that this ftranger was 
to be introduced. They had been informed 
of what he had done for the family, and it 
was, perhaps, in compliance with their fo- 
licitations that he was admitted to their 
apartments : for, like other females, as af- 
terwards appeared, they pofleffed great curi- 
ofity } and they had never, probably, feen, 
and certainly never before been prefent and 
converfed with a native of Europe ; yet, 
they were not in the leaf! abafhed or con- 
ftrained in their deportment.' They were 
perfectly at their eafe, and behaved with 
great attention and complaifance to the En- 
glifhman, as well as, with complacency to- 
war4s each other. They ihvited him, after 

he 
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He was feated on a kind of low fopha, to 
partake of a collation, confiding of various 
delicacies, prefented from time to time by 
female Haves, who did not feem to be un- 
der the influence of any fear or awe, but 
were, on the contray, as well as the ladies 
who were their miftrefles, though refpeit- 
ful and fubmiflive, unconftrained and cheer- 
ful. 

The ladies of the Haram, and cfpecially 
thole in the rank of wives, were very inqui- 
fitive concerning the people, the cuftoms, 
and manners of the Feringees* ; and elpe- 
cially of the Feringee ladies. One of them 
afked if England was a large country, and 
how many gates it had. This was a na- 
tural enough queftion : for what could the 
reafori but from what ihe knew ? The only 
fpot of ground with which ihe was at dll 
acquainted, was the garden adjoining to the 
Haram, or, at mod, the town in which 
ihe had formerly, or that in which Ihe 
now reflded. 

f White people, or Europeans. 
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Another alked him, if it was true thai 
die ladies in his country Went openly in the 
ft reels, and into the fclbfcpieft, without ffeilsy 
and in the company ©f the hien : and as* 
other, whether the men Were confined, by 
the law, to one wife. Many other quefti- 
ons were put concerning European manners 
and cuftoms. The anfwers that were given 
to thefe by the Englifti officer, appeared lb 
improbable to the ladies, that one of them, 
who feemed either to poflefs, or to affedt 
greater pehetration than the reft, whifpered 
to one that ftood by her, that Ihe was afraid 
that their protestor, the title with Which 
they honoured the gentleman, was telling 
a ftory. 

The itiafter of the hotife, the common 
hufband of all the ladies, who fat by them 
all the While fmoaking his hooker, laughed 
very heartily both at their curiofity and their 
unbelief. 

. \ - 

It is eafy to conjedture that did Wives and 
concubines of this Mahomedan chief were 
not fo much diftingttlfhedas many of our 

Engiilh 
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Hnglilh ladies, by a tafte and proficiency in 
literature. Many of die higher rank* a- 
mong the Moors, even princes and princef- 
fes, can neither read nor write. Yet they 
cannot be fatd to be wholly uncultivated by 
letters. Their fervants or flaves, both male 
and female* infixudted in the arts of read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic, fupply the 
want of thefe accomplishments to their 
lords and ladies, too indolent, or barbarouf- 
ly proud, to fubmit themfelves to any oc- 
cupation that bears the femblartce of appli- 
cation and trouble. The ladies of the Ha- 
ram that is the fubjedt of thefe notes, I 
under ftood, on enquiry, were frequently en- 
tertained by fongs, and moil extravagant 
tales, in the oriental manner, fuch as the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments, read to 
them by their handmaidens. In this coun- 
try the fyftem of the late Lord Chefterfield, 
who Gonfidered it as below a gentleman to 
pnuftife on any mufical inftrument, is car- 
ried to its full extent and completion : for 
there the fine gentlemen and kdies avoid 
the labour of mufical execution, and of arts 
and fcicnces of every kind, 


**J 
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1784. As the Hindoo ladies receive the be'nefif 
of books without the faculty of reading; 
£> they alfo enjoy the pleafures of mufic and 
dancing, without the trouble of taking an 
adtive part in either; I wonder,* fays an 
Hindoo to an European who walks a minu- 
et at a ball, that you ihould take the trouble 
to dance, when you have, or may have, 
fo many fervants to dance for you; Cli- 
mate influences every human paffion, dif- 
pofltion and fentiment, nay, and perhaps 
feme of our fpeculative and moil abilradted 
opinions. The Supreme Being, according 
to the PJatonic philofophy, the produdt of 
an Indolent climate, adted by a Demiurgusi 
And in Earth, as well as in Heaven, every 
thing, under an enervating climate, is done 
by deputation. It is to climate, and that 
deipotiim to which climate gives birth* 
that we are to trace thofe ideas of predeili- 
nation and irreflilible fate which prevail in 
Afia, and prepare the mind for an acqui- 
escence in all events. . Hence death is re- 
garded with lefs horror in India than in 
any other country in the world. The ori- 
gin and the end of all things, according to 

tb* 
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&e philofophers of India, is a Vacuum . — 
A Hate ©f repofe is the ftate of greateft per- 
fedtion : and this is the ftate after which a 
Wife man afpires.,*It is better, fay the 
Hindoos, to . lit than to walk, and to deep 
than to wake; but death is the beft of 
all; 

It is no wondir, then, that the ladies of 
the Zenana chufe to be fpedtators rather 
than adtreffes in the operas exhibited for 
their entertainment. Balladieres, or dan- 
ting girls* a elafs of females who are allow* 
ed to be openly proftituted, are generally en* 
tertained in wealthy families, for the amufe- 
ment of the women; The attitudes, as well - 
as the movements of the Balladieres, are 
very eafy and not ungraceful. Their per- 
Ions are delicately formed, gaudily attired* 
and highly perfumed. By the continua- 
tion of wanton attitudes* they acquire, as 
they grow wflpai in the dance* a frantic laf- 
civiou£jefs themfelves, and communicate* 
by a* natural contagion, the'moft volup- 
tuous defires to, the beholders; 

Vol. II; f ' £ The 
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The Hindoos, as well as the Perfians, 
Tartars, and adjoining nations, who have 
inhabited Hindoflpn ii nee it was conquered 
by Tamerlane, or Timurbeg, though of dif- 
ferent nations, religions, laws, and cuftoms, 
poflefs neverthelefs, in equal degrees, hofpi- 
tality, politenefs and addrefs. In refinement 
and eafe, they are fuperior to any people to 
the weftward of them. In politenefs and 
addreis, in gracefulnefs of deportment, and 
lpeech, an Hindoo is as much fuperior to a 
Frenchman of faihion, as a French cour- 
tier is to a Dutch burgo-mafter. A French- 
man is indeed by no means deficient in eafe 
of carriage ; but that eafe is mixed with 
forward familiarity, with confidence,, and 
felf-conceit. The Hindoos, efpecially thofe 
of the higher Cajies , in their demeanour 

eafy and unconftrained, ftill more than 
even a French courtier j but their eafe and 
freedom is referved, modeft, and refpedtful. 
A Frenchman is polite becaufe he thinks it 
his honour to be polite : an Indian, becaufe 
he thinks it his duty. The former is po- 
lite becaufe he regards himfelf j the latter 
becaufe he refpetts you. . 


Their 
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'f'heir perfbns are ftraight and elegant, 
their limbs finely proportioned, their fin- 
gers long and tapering, their countenances 
open and pleafant, and their features ex- 
hibit the moft delicate lines of beauty in 
the females, and in the males a kind of 
manly foftnefs. Their walk and gait, as 
well as their whole deportment, is in the 
higheft degree graceful. The drefs of the 
men is a kind of clofe-bodied gown, like 
our women’s gowns, and wide trowfcrs, 
refembling petticoats, reaching down to 
their flippers. Such of the women as ap- 
pear in public, have fliawls over their 
heads and flxmlders, exadtly fuch garments,- 
and worn in fuch a manner, as the Scotch 
plaids i fhort clofe jackets, and tight drawers 
which come downer their ancles. Hence 
the drefs of the men gives them* in the eyes 
of Europeans, an appearance of effeminacy $ 
whereas that of the women will appear rather 
mafculine j fuch is the influence of habit and 
cuftom on human fentimfents ; an influence 
which extends not merely to matters of tafte, 
but, as the ingenious Dr. Smith, in his 
Theory of Moral Sentiments , obferves, to ob- 
jects of higher importance* 

P» 
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From the difference of Caftes or clafles 
of the people in Hindoftan, I mean the 
original inhabitants, there arifes a differ- 
ence of education and drefs. But even the 
inferior clafles are taught reading, writing* 
and arithmetic : the youth are taught, not 
within doors, but in the open air; and it is 
a lingular, but not unplcafing fpedtacle, to 
behold, in every village, a venerable old 
man, reclined on a terraced plain, teaching 
a number of furrounding boys, who regard 
him with the utmofl reverence and atten- 
tion, like a fhepherd feeding his flock. In 
thofe Ample feminaries, where the Want of 
magnificient halls and theatres is divinely 
compenfated by the Ipacious canopy of 
Heaven, the gentle and tractable fons of 
the Hindoos are not ^ily prepared for the 
bufinefs, but inftrudtea^n the' duties of life; 
a profound veneration for the object or ob- 
jects of religious worfliip ; reverence of their 
parents; refpedt for their fcniors; juftice 
and humanity towards all men, but a par- 
ticular affedtion for thole of their own 
Cap. 


Th$ 
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The Hindoo language is beautiful, ex- 
preflive, and nervous. In reading and (peak- 
ing, the Hindoos are very mufical. Their 
fpeech, like that of the Italians, flows in a 
kind of numbers. There is a dead lan- 
guage, underftood only by the literati of the 
country, that is, the priefts, called the San- 
fcrit language, in which their facred vo- 
lumes are written, even as our facred fcrip- 
tures are written in Greek and Hebrew. 

But whether that language was original ly 
different from that of the country, or whe- 
ther it has only non) become unintelligible to 
the people, through that change which is 
incident to all living languages, is, I believe, 
not well known. 

Having already dSferved, that the genius 
of the Hindoos is rather imitative than in- 
ventive, I need fcarcely add, that they have 
lefs curiofity in their nature than the Euro- 
pean nations have ; that they do not vary 
their fafhions ; and that they are not fond 
of novelty beyond the precinSls of their Ha~ 
rams. From the temper and tenets of this 
people, as well as from fevcral hints in an- 
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cient hiftorians, it appears more than pro* 
bable, that the fame kind of garments, of 
food, of furniture, of buildings, and of man* 
*ners, which obtained among their progeni- 
tors thoufimds of years ago, actually prevails 
among the Hindoo tribes at this day. In 
, like manner, the fame profeflions are ad- 
hered to by the fame families with fuperfti- 
tious exa&nefs. Thofe profeflions are eX-r 
cieedingly numerous. This divifion and 
fubdivifion of employment and labour ; the 
vaft variety of cartes, from the Bramins 
down to the fifhennan, is one proof, among 
many others, of the antiquity of the Hin- 
doo nation, and their progrefs in the arts. 
It appears very Angular, that the different 
cartes are not only prohibited from inter- 
marrying, but alfo from' eating with one an- 
other, and, *in fome inftances, even from 
eating of the lame kind of food. 

The food of the Hindoos is Ample, con* 
lifting chiefly of rice, ghee, which is a kind 
of imperfect butter, milk, vegetables, and 
oriental fpices of different kinds, but chiefly 
, what is called in the eaft, chilly, and in the 
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weft, green or cayenne pepper. The war- 
rior cajle may eat of the flefti of goats, mut- 
ton, and poultry, which is drafted into car- 
ryes and pilaws *. Other luperior caftes 
may eat poultry and fifh ; but the inferior 
caftes arc prohibited from eating flelh or 
fifti of any kind. Their greatcft luxury 
confifts in the uie of the richeft fpiccries and 
perfumes, of which the great people are 
very laviih. Their drefs, in point of rich- 
nefs, is proportioned to their ftations : their 
pomp and equipage confift in a numerous 
retinue of fervants of various denominations, 
who attend all their vifits and cxcurfions ; 
in the drelTes of thofe attendants ; the ele- 
gance of their palanquins ; and the capari- 
fo ns of their horfes, camels, and elephants. 


* Carry *rare a kind of fncajfeew of mutton, fowl, or fiih; 
the fauce of which is compofed of dried vegetables, pecu- 
liar to theeaft, and fine rice, boiled with very little water, 
introduced on a feparate plate : The fauce of the fricafl’ce 
is poured on the rice, and the meat laid above both. The 
pilaw is fine Patna ric^ dry-boiled, and fried with 
which has been already deferred, mixed with various fpi- 
ces, and particularly the cardamon , brought in on a largo 
4iih, in which is concealed, anudft the rice, a boiled fowl, 
or part of a kid, or of %lamb» 
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It is fuperfluous to obferve, that in confe- 
quence of this multiplicity of different ranks, 
the Hindoos have the higheft ideas of fub- 
ordination, and pay to their fuperiors the 
fame ready deference and homage, which 
they expert themfelves from their inferiors. 

Their houfes cover much ground, and 
have fpacious galleries and accommodations 
of various kinds. The apartments are fmall, 
and the furniture not very elegant, if we 
except the richeft Perfian carpets. The 
grandeur of their palaces confifts in baths, 
perfumes, temples, gods, and liarams. The 
harams are removed from the front of the 
houfe, and lighted either from a fquare fpace 
in the centre of the yrhole building, or from 
a garden behind, enclofed by thick and high 
wails, fortified, fometimes, with baftions. 
The apparel of the women is inconceivably 
rich } they have jewels on their fingers and 
about their necks, and alfo in their ears and 
noflrils, with bracelets not only on their 
wrifts, but on their arms above their 
elbows, and on their legs around their 
ancles. 
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Although the Hindoos are naturally the 
mbit inofienfive of all mortals, yet does their 
humanity confift more in abftaining from 
injurious, than in the performance of bene- 
ficent actions. There is a wonderful mild? 
nefs in their manners, and allb in their laws, 
which are influenced by their manners j by 
which the murder of an human creature, 
and of a cow, are the only crimes that are 
punilhed by death. Yet with all this gen- 
tlenefs of difpofition, they are inferior to the 
boifterous Europeans, with all their vices, 
in the virtues of compaflion and generality. 
They are wanting in that tendernefs which 
is the moll amiable part of our nature. — 
They are lefs affedted by the diftrefies and 
dangers, and,even the accidental deaths of 
one another, than any nation in the old 
or new world. Yet they love to excefs: 
a proof, either of the inconfiftency of the 
human character ; or that the amorous paf- 
fion is not derived from the nobleil part of 
our nature. 

Although the pradtice of Hindoo women # 
burning themfelVes on the funeral piles of 
their hulbaqds, and embracing in the mean 

time 
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time their dead bodies in their arms, be not 
ib general now as it has formerly been, yet 
does it ftill prevail among fome of the wives 
of men of high cafte and condition : and 
although this effort of frantic love, cou- 
rage, and ambition, be deemed an aggran- 
dizement of the family and relations of 
both hufband and wife, but efpecially of 
the wife’s, yet their friends and relations 
constantly endeavour to diffuade the women 
who declare their refolutions of burning , 
from carrying them into execution. Even 
the Bramins do not encourage this practice. 

The caufes which infpire Hindoo wo- 
men with this defperate refolution, are the 
following : 

In the firft place •, a6 the wife has from 
her carjieft infancy been betrothed in mar- 
riage to her hufband, and from that time 
has never been permitted to fee another 
man ; as fhe is inflrudted to believe that 
he is perfectly accomplifhed, and taught to 
refpedt and honour him ; as, after confiim- 
mation, fhe is fhut up froVn the company, 
convention, and even the fight of .other 

men. 
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men, with ftill greater care, if poffible, 
than before, being now debarred from fee- 
ing even the father or elder brother of her 
hulband, the bonds of her affe&ion muft 
needs be inconceivably flrong and indiflo- 
luble. To an European lady, the Zenana 
naturally appears in the light of an horrible 
prifon : but the daughters of Alia never 
coniider confinement to the Zenana as any 
hardship. They confider it as a condition 
.of their exigence, and they enjoy all the 
happinefs of which they have any concep- 
tion ; their whole delires being concentered 
and fixed on their hulband, their children, 
their food, jewels, and female attendants. — 
There are inftances of women making elope- 
ments from the Harams with European 
gentlemen. But thele are not, in general, 
of the firft families ; nor free from the im- 
putation of loole behaviour. 

In the fecond place, if the wife furvive 
her hulband, fhe cannot marry again, and 
is treated as an inferior peribn, and an out- 
caft from' her family. Nay, Ihe is obliged, 
in her mournful and hopelefs widow-hood, 
to perform all the offices of a menial fervant. 

In 
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In the third place, Ihc is flattered with 
the idea of having immortalized her name, 
and aggrandized her children, and her own 
and hufband's families. 

Laftly, fhe is rendered infenfible to the 
pains and horrors-of what ihc is to fuffer, 
by thofc intoxicating perfumes and mixtures 
which are adminiftered to her after fhe has 
declared her final and unalterable refolution 
— -I fay her final refolution, becaufc one or 
two declarations, of an intention to die with 
her hulband, is not fufficient. The ftrength 
of her refolution undergoes a probation. — 
There is a certain time prefcribed by the 
Gentoo law, during which her family and 
friends exert their utmoft influence, in order 
to djffuade her from burning ; and if file 
perfift in her refolution to the end of that 
period, it is not lawful to ufe any more 
perfuafions with her, to abandon it. If fhe 
fhould alter her purpofe after that period, 
fjie would be punifhed with the lofs of all 
cajies , and live in a ftate of the ndoft com- 
plete mifery and contempt. Nay, if an 
European or Chriftian does but touch her 

very 
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Very garment with his finger, when (he is 
going to the pile, an immediate flop is 
put to the ceremony, fhe is forced to live 
an outcafl from her family, and from the 
Gentoo religion. 

It is a natural objedt of curiofity to 
know, in what manner, after all thefts 
fiimulatives to perfeverance, the tender lex, 
among a foft and effeminate people, luf- 
tains the near .approach of a feene fo full 
of awe and horror. Amidfl her weeping 
relations and friends, the voluntary vi&im 
to love and honor alone appears ferene and 
undaunted. A gentle fmile is diffufed over 
her countenance : fhe walks upright, with 
an eafy but firm flep; talks to thofc around 
her of the virtues of the deceafed, and of 
the joy with which fhe will be tranfported 
when her fhade fhall meet with his ; and 
encourages her forrowful attendants to 
bear with fortitude the Jight of thofe mo- 
mentary fufferings whichjhe herfelf is about 
to feel. Having afeended the funeral pile, 
fhe lays herfelf down by the body of her 
hufband, which ^ fhe fervently embraces. — 
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A doie of narcotic mixtures is then acfj 
miniftered for the laft time and inftantly 
the perfon, whole office it is, fets fire to the 
pile. 

Thus the mofi determined refolution of 
which we can form any conception, is 
found in the weaker fex, and in the foft 
climes of Afia. It is to 'the honour of that 
fex and thofe climes, that the greateft cou- 
rage they exhibit, is the effedl, not of the 
furious impulfes of rage and revenge, but 
confcious dignity and love. 

It might naturally be imagined by an 
European, that the feveral wives of one 
man, for polygamy is general throughout 
all Afia, would regard one another with 
mutual jealoufy and averfion and that they 
in reality do, has been afierted by writers 
of high reputation. The fadt however is 
quite otherwife : though each has her own 
leparate apartment, they vifit one another 
with great friend fliip and cordiality ; and if 
they are of the fame cajle , will occafionally 
together. The hufband is fometimes 

retrained 
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neftrained from eating with his wives, 
either by a regard to cuftom ; or, as I have 
been informed by fomc of the Gentoos 
themfelves, by a precept of their re- 
ligion. 

Thefe obfemtions, fome of which are 
applicable only to thofe of the Genioo reli- 
gion, are indeed a digreffion from the 
prefen t fubjedfc : but without a notion of 
certain general cuftoms and fentiments, 
common to all, it would be difficult to 
form a juft conception of any particular 
Haram. With refpedt to the Haram that 
was vifited in the capital of one of out: 
Eaft- India fettlements by an Englifh officer, 
I have only to add, that the children of his 
friend were prefented to him, as well as his 
ladies, and that, at his departure, he was 
complimented with a diamond ring by one 
of them, who feemed to be the moft fa- 
voured and refpetfted Sultana, and with a 
moft graceful and benign falam from the 
whole. The mafter of the houfe obferved, 
.with a fmile, that he repofed perfect confi- 
dence in the gentleman’s diferetion. 

APPEN- 
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A Narrative of the Treatment of the tLhgliJfc 
Pri/oners taken at Bednore, by the Naivaub 
Tippoo Suit aun Bahauder, on the 28th of 
March t 1783. By an Officer . 

<* 

TPhe fiege of Bednore having lafted fe- 
venteen days, a ceffation of arms took place 
on the 24th of April, 1783, and, on the 
26th of the fame month, Brigadier-General 
Richard Mathews, commander in chief of 
the forces on the weilern fide of Indian- 
called a council of war, who, after delibe- 
rating on the iituation of affairs-, came to a 
refolution of capitulating on the following 
terms, viz* 


4 ‘ That 
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'** That the garrifon fhould march out of 

“ the fort with the honours of war, and 

♦ 

** pile their arms On the glacis : That all 
" public ftores fhould remain in the fort : 

'* That all prifoners taken fince the ficge 
“ began fhould be delivered up: That,aftef 
“ being joined by the garrifons of Cowla- 
" droogand Annantpore (who were includ- 
" ed in thele articles) the whole fhould hav6 
full liberty to march, unmolefted, with all 
“ their private property » to Sadafhagur, from 
“ thence to embark for Bombay : That 
“ Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub Bahauder fhould 
"^furnilh a guard to march witlv the Englifh 
** troops, for their protection through the 
“ country, which guard fhould be under 
tg the orders of Brigadier-General Mathews: 

** That Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub Bahauder, 

** fhould likewife furnifh the Englifh troops 
** with a plentiful bazar, and proper convey- 
** ancesfor the fickand wounded, during their 
** march to Sadafhagur : That a guard of 
f* one hundred Sepoys, from the garrifon of 
“ Bednore, with their arms and accoutre- 
** ments, and thirty-fix rounds of ammuni- 
“ tion, fhould attend Brigadier-General Ma~* 

Vol< II. “ thew» 
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** thews as a body-guard, during the march 
“ to Sadafhagur ; and that Tippo Sultaun 
“ Nawaub Bahauder, for the performance 
“ of the articles on his part, fhould deliver 
“ two hoflages prior to the garrifon’s march - 
** ing out of the fort.” 

The capitulation having been ligned, the 
hoflages received, and doolies fent for the 
fick and wounded, the garrifon marched 
out of the fort, with the honours of war, 
on the 28th of April, 1783 ; and, after pil- 
ing their arms on the glacis, were immedi- 
ately efcorted by a flrong body of the eneijty 
to a tank about half a mile beyond the 
Onore Gate, where the General was inform- 
ed he mull encamp that night, to which he 
reluctantly contented, it being his intention 
to have marched two miles further. When 
the whole came up, the enemy furrounded 
us, and polled fcntries on every fide, be- 
yond whom no perfon was permitted to pals. 
The General calling for his body-guard, 
was informed, that the enemy had forcibly 
taken away their arms and ammunition im- 
mediately on their leaving the fort, and had 

all* 
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nlfo deprived many of the officers of their 
fide arms. Lieutenant M'Kenzie of the 
100th, who had a few days before been Ihot 
through the breaft, was forced out of his 
dooly by the enemy, with their bayonets, 
as he was coming out of the fort, and feve- 
ral others were treated in the like cruel 
manner. Captain Facey, of the Bombay 
eftablifhment, with fifty ficlc and wounded, 
were detained in the fort till next mornings 
with Mr. Shields, affillant-furgeon, which 
latter gentleman informed Us, that an Eng- 
lifliman in the Nawaub’s fervice had taken 
3ji opportunity of telling him* he was ex- 
tremely lorry to fee him and his fellow- 
fufferers in lb miferable a fituation : that 
there was not the fmallefl hope of ever be- 
ing given up‘, or of getting away j as the 
Nawaub had employed feveral artificers in 
Forging irons for the garrifon, ever fince his 
arrival before Bednore • and that he himfelf 
had been taken and uled in the fame man- 
ner in the Carnatic, after the troops had 
capitulated. 

A* 


Early 
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£arly in the morning, while we were 
preparing to march, the General received a 
meffage from the Nawaub, defiring’ to fee . 
him, together with Captains Eames and 
Lendrum, of the Bombay eftablifhment, and 
Mr. Charles Stewart the paymafter. He 
accordingly went, accompanied by thofe 
gentlemen, and carried feveral of the officers 
lervants along with him, in hopes of reco- 
vering thofe articles of which they had been 
plundered. Soon after their departure, a 
good bazar, furnifhed with a great variety 
of provifions and other articles, arrived in 
camp : at the fame time people came to 
carry away the doolies, out of which they 
threw the fick and wounded in a moft in- 
human manner, dragging thofe who had 
lately fuffered amputation by the flumps, 
and leaving them in that painful wretched 
condition upon the bare ground, entirely 
expofed to the heat of the fun. Being afk- 
ed the caufe of fuch barbarous ufage, the 
inhuman wretches replied with the moft 
infulting indifference, ** We have received 
“ orders to make the doolies two feet long- 
“ er." The troops had wailed with the 

greateft 
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greateft impatience for the General's return 
till five o’clock in the evening, when intel- 
ligence was received, that the General, and 
the gentlemen who accompanied him, were, 
immediately on their arrival at the Durbaf, 
(without being admitted into the Nawaub’s 
prefence) made clofe prifoners. While we 
were lamenting the miferable profpeft held 
out to us by thefe melancholy tidings, and 
waiting the iflue in a ftate of the utmoft 
anxiety, we were alarmed by the arrival of 
an additional force of the enemy, when the 
guards turned out and polled double /entries 
all round us ; their defign was eafily feen 
through, though they endeavoured to lull 
our fufpicions with the pretext, that thofc 
guards which had beep firft placed over us, 
were a , part of Mahomed Ally’s troops, 
who were going to be relieved, ip order to 
he fent to Mangalore, 

• « 

The next morning we perceived the ene- 
fiiy had fcnt fpies into every part of our 
camp, andemifiaries employed to entice the 
troops to enter into their fervice. About 
(;en o’clock, a meflage was received from 
0^3 the 
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the Nawaub, defiring to know what num- 
ber of tents we wanted, at the fame time 
informing us we were to remain there fome 
days : the tents we refufed; but a better, 
figned by all the officers, was written to the 
Nawaub, requiring him immediately to ful- 
fil the terms of capitulation. We lent this 
letter by Major Fewtrill, of the Bombay 
eftablifhment, who was ordered into Bed- 
nore with Captain Alflon, commanding of- 
ficer of his Majefty’s troops, and Lieute- 
nant Younge, Major of Brigade to the 
Bombay troops; but no anfwer was re-? 
ccived. 

Early the next morning a report prevailed, 
that the troops were to be plundered of their 
property, which we foon found to be true| 
for at ten o’clock the bazar was taken a- 
way, the guards ordered under arms, all the 
European officers fent for immediately to 
the fpot of ground from ' whence the bazar 
had been removed; where wc were, onf 1 
by cate, plundered by the enemy, in the 
moft rude and Scandalous manner, of our 

t 

s hories, palanquins, money, plate, watches, 

and 
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and other valuables. In fhort we were de- 
prived of every article, except our bedding 
and clothes, and fearched moft minutely in 
every part, without the leaft regard to de- 
cency : the European fpldiers, black officers, 
and Sepoys, with their wives and children, 
as alfo all the camp-followers, were fearch- 
ed and plundered in the fame indecent, infa- 
mous manner ; and in the afternoon were 
marched under a ftrong guard to Bednore, 
leaving the tick and wounded to perifh on 
the ground ; fhortly after the European of- 
ficers, with their fervants, were likcwife 
conducted to Bednore, where we were 
clofely confined in the barracks, which had 
been formerly occupied by a battalion of 
our own Sepoys ; and from the time thefe 
remorfelefs villains began to fearch and 
plunder us, we had nothing of any kind to 
eat, till twelve o’clock the next day, at 
which time they brought and delivered to 
each perfon, one pice, and a feer of the 
j $barfeft rice, which they informed us was 
to be the daily allbwance of officers and 
fervants indifcriminately. 


0.4 
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On the 5th of the fame month, all out 
fervants, except one to each officer, were 
taken away. The expreffions of forrow’’ 
which thefe poor creatures Ihewed on this 
occalion cannot be eaiily defcribed j their 
affe&ion to their mailers, added to the ap r 
prehenfions of being led away to death or - 
ilavery for life, produecd the ilrongeil emo. 
tions of grief } and as we could only lament 
their fate without affording them the fmall- 
eil affiilance, our minds were molt deeply 
affc&ed. 

On the 6 th, the fubaltern officers be-* 
longing to Annantpore, were brought pri- 
foners to the barracks, who informed us of 
their having feen the officers of Cowladroog, 
and the garifons of that place and Annant- 
pore, in irons j and alfo, that all the fine 
young men of the third and fifteenth ] 
battalions of Sepoys, were, by order of die 
Nawaub, forcibly taken away in order to 
be made ilaves of, and put into his Cheelft 
battalions. 


On 
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On the 7th, Lieutenant Morrifon of the 
1 ooth regiment, and Lieutenants M‘Kenzie 
and Barnewell, of the Bombay cftablifhment, 
were brought in chains j the two former 
gentlemen were taken at Cundapore, the 
latter at the commencement of the fiege, 
with Captain Gotlich of the Bombay efta~ 
blifhment. Thefe gentlemen informed us, 
they had been in irons for fome days.— *- 
This day we wrote a letter, ligned by all 
the officers prefen t, to Lieu tenant- Colonel 
De Coffigne, commanding officer of the 
French troops, reprefenting to him, in afpi r 
rited manner, the Nawaub’s baf'e violation 
of the conditions on which Bednore furren- 
dered, as alfo, his fhameful and cruel con*> 
dudfc towards the troops in general, requeft- 
ing, in the name of his Britannic Majefty, 
and the Eaft- India Company, that he would 
ufe his moft ftrenuous endeavours with the 
Nawaub, to perfuade him to adhere to the 
|erms of the capitulation, or, if he failed of 

ecefs in that point, that he wonld, at 
leafl, obtain a mitigation of the inhuman 
and unprecedented ufage we had met with. 

We contrived *to fend this letter by a 

French 
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French officer, who had been taken prifoner 
by us during the liege, and had come to 
the barracks, with a furgeon of that na- 
tion, to return the civilities he had received 
from tome of our officers, during his con- 
finement. We flattered ourfelvcs with 
great hope of redrefs from this letter, par- 
ticularly as the French officer affined us that 
Lieutenant-Colonel De Coffign^ was very 
well inclined to exert himfelf in our caufe, 
and as he gave us his word of honour that 
lie would immediately wait on the Colonel, 
and deliver him our letter j but, to our ut- 
ter aflonifhment and mortification, we 
never received an anfwer from Lieutenant- 
Colonel De Coffign^, nor did any other of 
the French officers come near us during 
our flay in the barracks, or offer us the 
•linafleft relief in our diflrefied fituataon. — 
The chagrin we felt on this occafion, contri- 
buted not a little to encreafe the indifpofition 
of many of the officers, who weredaily falling 
fick of fevers and fluxes, which we coum 
only attribute to our wretched food, and 
the putrid flench arifmg from the privy.— - 
* The French furgcons would afford us ao 

affiflance j 
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affiftance ; our own furgeons had it not in 
their power, having been plundered of their 
inftrumertts and medicines at the time of 
the general fearch. The fame day Do&or 
Carmichael of the Bombay eftablifhment, 
was lent for by the Nawaub, to vifit Bri- 
gadier-General Mathews, whom he found 
much indifpofedj and by whom he was 
informed, that the Nawaub was endeavour- 
ing to intimidate him into a fur render of all 
the forts in the low country, by threaten- 
ing to blow him away from a gun, in cafe 
pf his non-compliance. 

In the evening the Nawaub was fo gene- 
rous, as to fend us a prefent of thirty-five 
imaQ fowls and a few fait fifties, to be di- 
vided among upwards of eighty officers. 

On the 8th, in the morning, the cap- 
tains belonging to the garrifons of Cow- 
ladroog and Annantpore, together wi$h Cap- 
lin Gotlich, (who, as before-mentioned, 
was taken prifoner at the commencement of 
the fiege) were brought under a guard to 
tiie barracks, atid were Shortly after remo- 
ved 
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ved (with the reft of the captains, Mr. Gif- 
ford, Surgeon’s-Mate of the iooth regi- 
ment, Lieutenants Barnewell and Olivier, 
pf the Bombay eftablifhment, and Mr-. 
Chick, Deputy Commifiary) to a leparate 
place of confinement, 

On the pth, we were ordered to prepare 
to march, and were informed we fliould not 
be allowed coolies to carry our baggage : 
we therefore packed up as much linen as 
we could well carry ouif’clvcs, and giving 
our bedding to our fervants, we all, except 
Captain Pyne and Enfign Jenour, of the 
*02d regiment, and Captain Facey, with 
Lieutenants Williamfon, Baird, and Lee, of 
the Bombay eftablifhment, who were in top 
defperate a fituation, from their wounds, 
to be removed, went into the ftreet, where 
we were firft ftripped of our coats, and 
then chained two and two* by the hands* 
three of the officers being linked to pri- 
vate foldiers ; after which, we were a ft 
cond time fearched and plundered. We 
were then fecured in another houfe till 
^ about three o’clock in the afternoon, when 

w? 
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We were led through crowds of people, In 
this ignominious manner, more like crimi- 
nals going to the place of execution, than 
British officers made prifoners contrary to 
the rules of war, to the enemy’s camp, a 
ffiort diftance beyond the Delly Gate, where 
we heard we were to be confined in a ftrong 
fort, called Chettledroog. 'I he er r . .. at 
the time we were leaving tne barracks# 
gave us an inflance of the treatment we 
might in future expert to receive, in their 
behaviour to Lieutenant Alexander M‘Do- 
nald, of the Bombay eftabliihment, who 
was fo extremely ill that he could fcarcely 
Hand. This gentleman requefted permiffion 
to remain behind with the wounded officers# 
which they obftinately refufed, beating him 
and dragging him out by the heels : but# * 
to the honour of the French, we were in- 
formed that their treatment of Lieutenant 
Lambert# of the Bombay eftabliffiment# *. 
whom they had taken dangeroufly wounded 
at the commencement of the fiege, jvas full 
of tendernefs and humanity. 


On 
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On the loth, in the morning, as w*d 
were moving off the ground, each officer 
received three pice for that day’s fubfift- 
ence. We marched about fifteen miles * 
and found the apprehenfions of yefterday 
fully jullified by this day’s ufage on the 
road a feveral of the gentlemen, who were 
ill, and much fatigued by the intenfe heat 
of the fun, and the want of water, attempt- 
ing to reft themfelves under a free, were 
beat in a moil unmerciful manner by the 
enemy, with fwords and flicks, while others 
were driven on with the butts of their fire- 
Jocks, fpit upon, and abufed in the groffeft 
manner. Whenever we approached a town 
or village, four or five men were advanced 
in the front with horns and tom-toms, that 
the inhabitants might, by their difeordant 
mufic, be affembled together to gaze at us 
as we palled through. We proceeded on 
in this miferable condition, each day bring- 
ing on a renewal of our fufferings, till out 
arrival at Simoga, a fort on the banks of si 
river, fixty miles eaftward of Bednore, out 1 
allowance having been encreafed to one fa- 
nam each per day, and coolies fumiilied to 
, carry 



carry our bedding and clothes, whenever 
the commanding officer of the efcort thought 
proper to procure them. As we were to 
halt here one day, we fondly expected fome 
little indulgences, efpecially for thofe gen- 
tlemen who were ill ; but our inhuman 
enemy, as if delighted with every frefti op- 
portunity of augmenting our afflictions, 
when intreated to afford fome affiftance to 
Lieutenant Fireworker Weft, of the Bom- 
bay eftabliftiment, and Serjeant Dobbins, 
of the io2d regiment, who had been ftruck 
with the fun, owing to our long and fevere 
marches, abfolutely refufed it, faying, “ they 

were only drunk,” and feemed to exult 
in their mifery, although the one was quite 
fpeechlefs, and the other raving mad : nor 
were they fatisfied with this, but even ex- 
tended their brutifh infults to the lifelefs 
body of Lieutenant Waugh, of the Bombay 
eftabliftiment, whole death was evidently 
haftened by the injuries he had received 
upon- the road. 

On the 1 4th, we had the misfortune to 
lofe Lieutenant Clements, of the Bombay 

eftabliftiment. 
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effcablifhment, who, on his departure front 
Bednore, was in perfect good health, but or* 
the lafk day’s march received a l'evere ftroke 
of the fun, of which he died, chained to 
Enfign Gilkie, of the fame eftablilhmcnty 
who remained in that dreadful fituation fe- 
veral hours. In the evening. Lieutenant 
Sutton, of the Bombay eftablithment, was 
feized with the cramp and fpafms in his 
ftomach; Lieutenant Reddie, who was 
hand-cuffed to him, and in great danger of 
having his arm broke, unriveted his irons 
by permiflion of one of the effort, for 
which he was immediately taken to a tree* 
and threatened to be hanged, and ropes were 
prepared for that purpofe; the Jemmidar 
informing us he had received orders to hang 
every one who fhould even attempt to free 
himfelf from his fetters : but on a fubmif- 
five representation of the bufinefs. Lieute- 
nant Reddie was fo far indulged, as to ef- 
capc with a few ladies only. We 
made application for affiftaiice for Lieute% 
nant Sutton, to which we received the fol- 
lowing brutal reply, mingled with a large 
fhare of eailern ubufc ; “ Let him die, and 
* ' “ when 
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€t when he is dead we will drag him out of 
*« the camp by his heels : ” however, by 
the merciful hand of Providence he reco* 
vered in a few hours* 

About ten o’clock at night, came on a 
moll; violent thunder- ftorm, which lafted 
for lome hours, and having no kind of fhel- 
ter from the rain, we all fuffcred exceeding- 
ly, particularly the fick, whofe diforders 
were much increafed by it. Some of the 
gentlemen, who were troubled with fevere 
fluxes and agues, being much affedted by 
the rain and raw cold wind, went to fome 
fires made by the guard after the ftorm had 
ceafed, in order to warm themfelves j but 
w0#6>foon given to underftand that it was 
totTgrift^ 'an indulgence for Britifh officers 
to enjoy, being inftantly drove away from 
the fires by the enemy, <•; with the butts of 
their firelocks* • . ** 

.jr 

We left this place on the manning of the 
1 5th, and, after a Ihort march, arrived at 
Holly Honoor, a fort fituated on the eaft 
bank of a rapid rivet, and, for the firft time 
Vo i. II. R fince 
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fince we began our march, were brought 
under cover. As the coolies were bringing 
Eniign Cadogan of the Bombay eftablilh- 
ment, who was extremely ill, into the fort, 
he endeavoured to ihift his poflure in the 
quilt in which he was carried, for which 
he received a blow on the head, and died in 
a ffiort time afterwards ; when he was, in 
like manner with the former deceafed offi- 
cers, ftripped of every article, and in that 
naked ftate thrown into an hole by the fide 
of the river, without fuffering us to pay 
our laft duty to the deceafed. As we ap- 
proached the deftined place of confinement, 
our efcort began to relax a little in their fe- 
verity, and fupplying bullocks to fome of 
the lick to ride on (for the ufe of which we 
gave part of the few clothes we had with us) 
by flow marches we arrived on the 2 1 ft of 
May, 1783, at Chittledroog, a ftrong and 
.«lmoft impenetrable fortrefi, irregularly built 
on the end of a ridge of hills, furrouncied by 
a fiat country, one hundred and twenty-eight 
miles call ward of Bednore. Here we were 
conduced in triumph to a ftreet leading to 
the Dufrbar, where we were fur rounded by 

crowds 
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crowds of people* and detained till four 
o’clock in the afternoon j at which hour all 
the lervants, except one to every live offi- 
cers, were taken away j j^they then divided 
us into two parties, and marched us up 
through ten very ftrong gateways, to the 
top of one of the higheft hills, where we 
were cloiely confined in two feparate hou- 
fes i and after having a third time learched 
and plundered us, our hand-cuffs were 
knocked off, and irons put to our legs. — 
Late in the evening, having had nothing to 
eat the whole day, they brought us fume 
rice, with wood and water to drefs it j and 
next morning we were ordered to deliver up 
all our knives and papers, but were permit* 
ted to keep a few books, which fome of the 
officers had brought with them : they then 
furnifhed us with an hand-mill for the pur* 
pofe of grinding rice, which afterwards be* 
came our chief employment. About ten 
o’clock a Bramin came up* and delivered to 
each perfon one leer of the coarfeft rice and 
two pice* with wood fufficient to cook our 
victuals, which he told us was to be our 
daily allowance. Our fervants were allow- 
R 2 «d 
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cd each a pice a-day. We were alfo fur-* 
nifhed with a bazar pretty well fupplied 
with every article except butcher’s meat.— 
We were at thjg|, time confined entirely. to 
the two houfes, but informed that a privy 
.was building in the outer yard, to which*, 
when finished, we fhould be permitted to 
go. 


On the 29th, this building being com- 
plcated, two gentlemen at a time were per- 
mitted to go into the outer yard, a final! 
area furrounded by an high wall. 

On the 4th of June, we fent our compli- 
ments to Dowlat Bhauee, the Jemmidar of 
the province, acquainting him it was our 
King’s birth-day, and on that account re- 
queued wc might be allowed lome meat j 
in confequence of this application, out of 
his great generally, he condefcended to or- 
der a fmall lean iheep to be delivered to us, 
for which we paid a moil exorbitant price* 
and which was but of little fervice to us, 
as we were forty in number. 


Oil 
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On the 8th, the wood which had hither- 
to been ferved to us was flopped, nor would 
the enemy fupply us wi0| more, until we 
contented to pay for it, which additional 
expence deprived us of half our daily al- 
lowance". -On application being made for 
medicines for the fick, we were informed, 
that the flridtefl orders had been iffued not 
to fupply .us with any j that we had not 
been brought there to live, and that the 
Nawaub would be very happy to . hear wc 
were all dead. This cruel treatment ope- 
rated very forcibly on the feelings of thofe 
gentlemen who were, at this time in a bad 
Hate of health : many of them feemed 
to defpair of a recovery, as they were to 
look for no affiflance but what nature might 
afford. Thus unhappily fituated, we ufed 
every means to procure fame medicines, but 
all in vain, for the fejitri$^(the only per- 
rons to whom we could apply) told us, that 
however much they were inclined to contri- 
bute to, our* relief, it was not in their power. 

t *■ 

On the 1 3th, 3 three women, who were 
confined with us, were decoyed out by a 
R 3 report 
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report of fome fiije fait fifh being in the 
bazar : on their going out, the doors, of our 
prifon were immj|kately (hut, and foon af- 
ter, we were alarmed with horrid Shriek* 
and the cries of murder, and could plainly 
hear the women call upon us for a&ftancej 
but as it was totally out of our power to 
afford them ?tny, we could only deplore 
their htuation in anxious fufpence, not 
knowing what might be their fate : how- 
ever, air hour had not elapfed before ouf 
apprehenfions were agreeably relieved by 
their fafe return, when they informed us 
they had been very roughly handled, and 
narrowly fearched, and that a few pagodas, 
which they had found means to conceal, 
had been taken from them. 

On the 15th, we were deprived of the 
bazar, nothinggjheing brought for fak but 
four milk, fait, chillies (or red pepper), ta- 
marinds, and tobacco, About midnight* 
Serjeant Dobbins, of the iQ2d regiment, 
who had been ill of a fever fount days, died j 
and when die doors of the prifon were 
opened in the morning, we made the YKJjur- 

dee 



APPENDIX. 


263 


dee Wollah * acquainted with the circum- 
ftance, and requefied the corpfe might he 
immediately taken away^nd decently in- 
terred ; for we feared the putrid flench that 
arofe from it might occafion fome infedli- 
ous diflemper; but, inftead of complying 
with our requeft, he told us we mull dig a 
grave in the priion, and bury him there ; 
we then reprefented to him the offenfive in- 
convenience of fuch a meafure, as likewifc 
the difficulty of doing it, having no tools 
for that purpose j to which he replied, 
** Dig it with your nails.” However, af- 
ter many humble entreaties, we at lafl gain- 
ed our point ; and the funeral fervice haw* 
ing been read, the corpfe was tied up in a 
mat, and carried out of the prifon by our 
fervants : after which the enemy tied a rope 
about the neck, and dragged it away. 

On the 20th, they defnved us of the 
four milk, fo that we had then nothing to 
fubfifl on but rice alone, without any other 
vehicle than water to carry it down. Un- 

* Written alfo Virduvalla. Very many of the Hin- 
fe&Mtnee words are diferently (pelt, by different waters. 

R 4 certain 



certain how this diet might agree with us, 
arfd feveral of the officers being fiqk and 
deftitute of medjjpnes, our fituation became 
wretched, and our profpedts dreadful, from 
a belief that the worft was yet to come, and 
pur fufpicions were ftill further increafed 
by their taking away a few onions, which 
pne of the gentlemen had referved, from the 
time of our . being deprived of the bazar, 
juft as they were gifting to be boiled. Our 
privy began at this time to be veiy offen- 
live, for thofe who were ill were unable to 
go to the putfide, nor were any of us fuf- 
fered to have accefs to it from fun-fet to 
jgiun-rile, for during that time the doors of 
, our prifon were faft locked. Our cook- 
poom, as well as the building juft men- 
tioned, was in the prifon, on one fide ; we 
therefore laboured under another diiagree- 
able inconvenience, from being in a conti- 
nual fmoke the-vgreateft part of the day, 
while immenfe fwarms of rats, hugs, fleas, 
(»nd other kinds of vermin, conftantly dif- 
turbed pur nightlyvcelV 
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* The daily infults we received from 4 otir 
cruel and tyrannical guards, joined . to the 
reft pf our treatment, wj^en icompared with 
ojur former fituations in life, at times de- 
prefled our fpirits and hurt our feelihgs fo 
much, that words cannot do juftice to our 
fuiferings : but, recollecting we were Bri- 
tons, and how fhameful it was to yield to 
gloomy defpair, we endeavoured to refume 
our ufual gaiety of flg|(id, determined, by 
the help of Providence, to furmount evciy 
difficulty, in hopes of future revenge. 

About this time, died Lieutenant Willi- 
am Patterfon, of the xd2d regiment. B% 
fore his body was cold, our inhuman guard* 
ruflied in, and, vulture-like, feized upon the 
few remaining things belonging to him, 
threatening to punilh with rigour thole 
gentlemen who Ihould attempt to conceal 
any part of them. After permitting us to 
read the funeraHervice, . the, dead body was 
removed. We now became exceedingly 
anxious to learn the lituation of affiurs, and 
punctually liftened every night to the con- 
yerfation of the *guard, from whom we ho^ 
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pedjJX) gather fome intelligence, and were 
not diiappointed : for we were frequently 
gratified with thcjtnoft flattering and plau 
Able accounts of the fuccefs of our army j 
which accounts were fometimes confirmed, 
and at other times contradicted, by the fen- , 
tries, with whom we had frequent oppor- 
tunities of converting during the day. 

We queftioned tlf^Ri concerning our Eu- 
ropeans #nd Sepoys, who were confined Ilk 
the fort, and they told us that thq. former 
were treated in the fame manner as our- 
fclves | but that the latter, with our ier- 
jpnts,. were only allowed one feer of raug- 
gy, which is the word: grain in the coun- 
ty and one pice each per day : that they 
were employed during the day to work as 
coolies, carrying ftones, mud, and chunam, 
(mortar made of Done or (hells) for ere&ng 
and repairing the enemy’s works, and that 
in the evening, after they had finkhed their 
labour, they were confined in prifon, with 
irons upon their legs, and their hands tied 
behind them. 


They 
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Whey further informed us, that our^e- 
poys had been frequently afl&ed to enter into 
the enemy’s fervice, and lhi%atcned to be 
hanged in cafe they refufed to do fb, being 
told at the fame time, that all the Euro* 
pean officers had engaged in the fervice of 
the Nawaub j but that our Sepoys difre* 
garded their threats, and told them with a 
firm refolution, that t hey would fooner die, 
working as coolies, thQpenter into hi6 fi?r* 

$ice, and that they well knew nonp&ef the 
European officers would ever engage to ferve 
under him. This pleating news of the i or* 
fitude and fidelity of our brave Sepoys, who 
were labouring under fuch cruel hardfhipH, 
gave the utmoft fatisfadtion, and confider* 
ably lightened the burden, af ouy own f«f* 
ferjngs, 

On the 3d of July, Dr. Carmichael, of 
the Bombay eftablifhment, had his irons 
knocked off, and was conducted below to 
vifit Dowlat Bhauee, who was fuddenly ta- 
ken ill. The Dodtor returned in the even- 
ing, and informed us that, after prefcribiuc. 
for the JemmiJar, he gave him -a mo& 

exccllqp 
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excellent dinner, and made him an off® of 
remaining in an houtfe below, v/hidh he de* 
dined. Do\$iat Bhauee alio pronnifed the 
Doctor that he ihould n.ot again be - put in 
irons,- which was inviolably adhered to. 

On the 1 1 th of this month, died Lieute-. 
nant Auchinlech of the Company’s troops : 
He had been long ill of a flux, and 
though frequent implications were made 
to havaphis irons taken off, our cruel tyrant* 
would not confent to it j.but, an hcatr before 
his death, they brought a hlack-rfmith, and 
though we ftrongly folidted them not to 
jiftntb him in his laft moments, they polir- 
lively? inftfted on knocking off his irons, 
which, they effected with great pain to the 
poor dying man. 

On the 7th of Auguft, having been told 
by the centinels, that a Marratta army, 
with a detachment of Engliih troops, was 
approaching to Chittledroog, our fpirits 
ware much elated, as we could not avoid 
giving foroe credit, to the report, from the 
jcircumftance of fome of the principal men 

belonging 



bfclonginjplte the government, coming up, 
and? enquiring whether any of us.underilood 
the nature of mortars, or how to cut fuzees, 
of which we all difclaimed any knowledge: 
they then called out five officers, to V|hom 
theyoirered confiderable commands in the 
Nawaub’s fervice, as alfo to the reft of us, 
provided we would enter : but their offers ' 
were of courfe rejected with difdain. 

On the 27th, oflP daily allowance 
was augmented to three pice eacl$t and 
we wereinformed that a ceffation of arms 
had taken place, between the Eaft- India 
Company, and Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub 
Bahauder, that a treaty of peace was actually*# 
on foot, and that the Burrah Myar would 
be fent by the Jemmidar, to acquaint us 
with it : we waited impatiently for a con- 
firmation of this joyful news, until five 
o’clock in the evening, when the Myar 
made his appearance, acquainted us, in 
very formal manner, that peace was nearly 
concluded between the powers at war, that 
in the mean time we fhould have a bazarf 
and requefted to know all our wants. We 
* were 
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were deluded into a firm belief dQHjds intel- 
ligence, for five days $ but, on the firil of 
September, were Undeceived by the bazar 
being again taken away, and the additional 
mcea&ruck off : upon making enquiry into 
the caufe of this fudden change, we were 
told, that the'Burrah Myar would fatisfy us 
£ on that head j but as he did not, at that 


time, pay us another vifit, we concluded it 
was only a pretext calculated to ferVe fome 
particular purpofiaP 


On the 5th of Odtober,our da% fubfift- 
ence was again augmented to three pice, and. 
the following day a bazar was fent to us, in 
which was ghee, (a very rancid fort of but* 
ter made from the milk of buffaloes) dholl, 
(a kind of peas which grow in finall nar- 
row pods on a flirub,) fugar, wheat- flour, 
mafiaullaw, (fundry forts of fpice) tobacco, 
limes, and vegetables. 

#• 

On the 20th, the Burrah Myar a ft- 
cond time made his appearance, and we were 
to great expectation of receiving fome a- 
greeabk intelligence : but his errand was 

only 
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|>nly 1pip|uire, whether any of us under* 
flood the method of making mulket- flints, 
paper, or 'black-lead pencils, offering great 
rewards to any perfon who would inilruft 
'him in thofe arts. 

On the 5th of November, we had the 
misfortune to lole Dr. Carmichael of th* 
Bombay eflablifhment, who had been ill 
for a confiderable length of time, and whole 
death was much lamdfeted by every gentle- 
man in the prifon. Though we flNfend the 
weath# in general milder here than on the 
lea coafl, and the monfoon not near lo 
violent, yet our prifon was not proof againfl 
the rain, which came through moll parts 
of the roof, and occalioned a dampnefs 
that brought on a flow fever, of which 
the greater part of us were at this time 
ill. 

On the 4I1 of December, our lervarifR* 
as they went to draw water, for the firll 
time, had the opportunity of fpeaking to 
thole fervants attending upon the gentleoKn 
in the other prilon, from whom we had 
• the 
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the fatisfa&ion to hear that 
good health, and had only loft during their 
co .rinement, Mr. Browne, Quarter-matter 
of the i ooth regiment, Enfign Bateman 
the ^pmbay eftablilliment, and a private 
loldierof the 98th regiment. At different 
periods we experinced various kinds of 
treatment, fometimes meeting with lefs fe- 
Verity than at others : we had an inftance 
of their lenity on Chriftmas-day, when the 
bazar-man was dinfcited to bring for (ale 
abundance of fruit, fweetmeats, and vege- 
tables, together with fome fheepf two of 
which were purchafed by fome of the gen->- 
tlemen, who had faved money out of their 
daily allowance for that purpofe. 

Oh the 3d of January, 1784, died, 
much regretted. Lieutenant Drew of the 
Bombay eftablilhmcnt, after a painful lin- 
gering illnefs. Having the curiofity to en- 
'tjjjbire how they dilpofed of the bodies of the 
deceafed, we were allured, by different 
people, that they were thrown over a pre- 
cipice into a morafs, where they were de- 
voured by tygers and vultures. 




appendix/ 

On the 10th, butcher’s meat was allowed 
to be brought into the bazar, and fold in 
lmall quantities, in common with other ar- 
ticles. Our treatment was now much 
better than heretofore ; we wanted for ^no- 
thing that we could, with our fmall allow- 
ance, afford to purchafe ; and as many as 
chofe were permitted to go to the outer 
yard, from fun-rife to fun-fet. From this 
great alteration in the behaviour of the ene- 
my, as well as from their repeated affurances 
that peace was concluding, we were led to 
believe that the happy day would fbon ar- 
rive when we lliould be freed from our 
fhacklcs, and once more enjoy the liberty of 
Britons. 


*71 


On the ioth cf February, died Lieute- 
nant Hugh Moore, of the 98th regiment* 
who, fome days before his death, had been 
indulged with a room to himfelf, in. an 
houfe in the outer yard, which after his 
deceafe, we were permitted to occupy du- 
ring the day. We were now pofitively af- 
fured that peace was concluded, and that 
all the prifbners would be releafed in a few 
Vol. II, S days. 
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days, which happy period we anxioufly 
waited for j but having been fo often- de- 
ceived, we much fufpedted the truth of this 
intelligence, notwithftanding the indulgent 
behaviour of the enemy. 

On the 23d of March, however, all our 
doubts were cleared up, for early in the 
morning, the Wordy Wollah came with 
feveral black- imiths, and informed us he 
had received orders from Dowlat Bhauee 
to knock off our irons, and to acquaint us 
that peace was concluded, and that we were 
to be releafed in a day or two. The emo- 
tions v/e felt on receiving this joyful and 
moft welcome news, joined to the pleafing 
fenfation of having our legs at liberty, no 
pen can deferibe ; for a while, nothing 
but rejoicings and congratulations were 
heard re-echoing from every part of the 
prifon. 

After we were freed from our fetters, we 
remained two days to get the proper ufe of 
our limbs ; and on the 25th, in the morn- 
ing, we bad adieu to our jail, and were con- 
* du&ed 



duded to an open fpacc of ground, juft 
without the prifon, where we had not been 
long, before we difeovered at a diftance our 
brother officers, who had been feparated 
from us on our arrival at Chitticdroog ; 
and fuch was our cagcrnefs to meet, that 
the fixed bayonet of the guard could not 
prevent our running feveral yards to em- 
brace each other : this was a period of blifs, 
of which the firft monarch in the world 
might juftly have envied us ; we were lb 
drowned in joy, that for a while we forgot 
we were ftill in the hands of the enemy, 
hut were footi recovered from our trance, 
by receiving orders to proceed below, which 
we gladly obeyed, and at about ten o’clock, 
arrived at the Kutchery, (a building credit'd 
for holding courts of judicature and tranf- 
ading all public bufinefs in general,) where 
we had the inexpreffible plealure of meet- 
ing with Meffrs. Gordon and Brunton, 
two Lieutenants of the Madras eftablilh- 
ment, who had been taken prifoners fome 
years before, and of feeing many other of 
our fellow-fufTerers, both Europeans and 
Sepoys, but were nbt permitted to convcrfe 
S 2 much 
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much with the latter. Our fervants, who 
had been taken from us on our arrival at 
Chittledroog, were delivered over to us, 
from whom gufhed tears of joy at the fight 
of their mailers. They informed us, that 
feveral of our flave-boys had been taken out 
of prifon and carried away : we now there-r 
fore demanded them to be given up to us, 
but could obtain no other redrefs or an- 
fwer, than that “ they were all dead.” 

Soon after our arrival here, wc had the 
mortification to fee feveral ba fleets of hand- 
cuffs placed before us, for the purpofe of 
again linking us two and two : but on ma- 
king a' forcible reprelen tation to Dowlat 
Bhauce, and on figning a paper, wherein 
we gave our paroles of honour, for our own 
good behaviour, and bound ourfelves an- 
l'wcrable for that of the troops, he relin- 
quilhed his intention of making us fuffer 
that horrid, ignominious punilhment. — 
But we were not lb fuccefsful in our ftrenu- 
ous application in behalf of our brave, faith- 
ful foldiers, for they, poor fellows, were 
obliged to endure that cruel indignity. 


As 
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As moil of the officers and men were 
nearly naked, and all of us in want of llioes, 
we made an application for a linn of money 
to be advanced to us, cn the Honourable 
Company’s account, and were informed by 
Dowlat Bhauee, that a Buckihy (pay-rnaf- 
*er) -would be lent with us, who would 
fupply us with every thing wc could have 
occalion for. Having been detained in the 
Kutchery till four o’clock in the afternoon, 
we were then all conducted to the burying 
ground, about one mile and an half dirtant 
from the fort. As foon as we halted, we 
all aflemblcd together, and on relating to 
each other our fufferings, we found, that 
the officers who had been feparated from 
us, were ufed in every rclpcdt in the fame 
manner as ourfelves. Media Gordon and 
Brunton had formely been confined at Se- 
ringapatam, where they were treated tole- 
rably well, and for the firil fix months 
were not put in irons. About twenty 
months before our arrival at Chittlcdroog, 
they were removed with feveral European 
foldiers taken at the unfortunate action 
where Colonel Baillie was cut off, to that 

S 3 fort, 
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fort, where they were at firft treated remark- 
ably well, having meat and liquor daily fer- 
ved out to them, exclufive of their allow- 
ance of rice and pice, and were befides 
fupplied with a plentiful bazar. 

The capture of Bednore occasioned the^ 
being treated 1'omething worfe than before, 
but not to any degree of feverity, till thofe 
gentlemen were detected in a correspondence 
with Lord Macartney, governor of Madras, 
and in endeavouring to fend a letter to us : 
in confequcnce of this difeovery, they were 
confined by themfelves in a finall dark room, 
the door i»f which was Suffered to remain 
open only one hour during the day j irons 
were put on their hands, as well as their 
legs } they ;vcre fed on the Sweepings of the 
rauggy florehoule, being allowed only one 
feer each of that grain per day ; they were 
alfo deprived of the bazar, and in every re- 
fpedt treated with the utmoft rigour for 
fome months, till the ccflation of arms took 
place, at which time their irons were taken 
off, the door of their prifon kept open all day, 
and ever after ufed in the fame manner as 


wc 
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we were. We learned from our fervants, 
that what we heard of the guard in the be- 
ginning of July, regarding our Europeans 
and Sepoys, was ftrictly true. 

On the 26th, having received 110 allow- 
ance of rice or pice for the preceding day, 

’ we allied for fome victuals, and fome hours 
after, a feer of rice and one pice was deli- 
vered to each perfon. We were amazed at, 
and did not know how to account for the 
reduction of our pittance ; for, as peace 
was concluded, we naturally imagined our 
allowance would rather have been augment- 
ed than reduced ; but, on making an en- 
quiry into the caufe, we were told, that the 
Commifltoners from Madras, employed in 
negotiating the treaty, had ftipulated for no 
kind of provilions for us, and that the Na- 
waub had lent orders to furnilh us with juft 
as much as was barely futTicient to fupport 
life. 


In the evening we received in elligence 
from a Sepoy, who had formerly been in the 
Englilh fervice,. that Dowlat Bhauee had 
S 4 detained 
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detained fifteen of our drummers and flave- 
boys, and confined them in an houfe clofc 
to that where he lived ; alfo, that the Jem- 
niidar had kept back ten European foldiers, 
and twenty-three Sepoys, whom he lepa- 
rately confined in different parts of the 
fort, and had given out that they were -, f 
dead. 

This day and the 27th, fevcral parties of 
our European foldiers and Sepoys, from va- 
rious parts of the country, joined us ; and, 
as foon as they could get an opportunity, 
many of them (hewed their gratitude and 
generofity, by fending feveral of us a little 
money, which they had contrived to lave 
when they were firfi: taken. As feveral of- 
ficers obtained permiflion tovifit their men, 
we learned that the Europeans had been 
better ufed than we were, except at one 
place, where, having only a feer of rauggy, 
and one picc to fubfifl: on, they gave part of 
that allowance for pieces of dried lheep- 
Ikins, which being the only fort of animal 
food they could procure, they were afflidted 
with the flux to fuch a degree, that out of 

two 
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two hundred and thirty, only one 
hundred and thirteen furvived ; and the 
enemy were fo rigid, as not even to al- 
low them to wafli their hands and faces 
or comb their hair, for the fpace of 
four months. Our Sepoys were equally 
opprefled in every prifon, all of them having 
been employed as coolies, carrying mud, 
ftones, and chunam, the whole time of 
their confinement, without any other allow- 
ance than one feer of rauggy and one pice 
to each ; bolides which, they were daily 
puniihed with llripes, and threatened to be 
hanged for refilling to enter into the 
Nawaub’s fervice, and in confequence of 
this cruel treatment great numbers of them 
died. One circumftancc, with which we 
were made acquainted by fome of the Euro- 
pean foldiers, fo much redounds to the 
honour of the Sepoys, that it ought not to 
pafs unnoticed. — In fome of the prifons 
where the Europeans and Sepoys were con- 
fined together, the latter faved money out 
of their daily allowance, and purchaled 
meat for the former, at the fame time tell- 
ing them, they toll knew the cufloms of 
Europeans, and that they could not fubfift 

without 
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without it. When on their march, alfo, 
they would not fuffer the Europeans to carry 
their knapfacks, but the Sepoys took them 
and carried them themlelves, telling the Eu- 
ropeans they were better able to bear the 
heat of the fun than they were, the climate 
being natural to them. 

On the 28th, doolies having been provi- 
ded for the fick, we began our march, 
guarded by an cfcort of ixxty cavalry, and 
five hundred infantry, under the command 
of Meer Bucklhy, for Oofcottah, w here, as 
Dowlat Bhauec informed us, all the prilbn- 
ers were to be collated, and where we 
ihould meet fome of our own gentlemen 
lent from Madras, provided with money, 
and every other article rcquilite for our re- 
ception. The doolies were only four feet 
long, and in every refpedt lo bad and in- 
commodious, that no perfon who could 
poffibly crawl would accept of one. Be- 
fore we quitted the burying-ground, we ob- 
tained a promile to march at what hour we 
chole; biit that promife was not adhered to, 
for we feldom or ever* decamped, before 
fun-rife. During the march, and after we 

halted. 
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halted, the guards were very particular in 
keeping the feveral parties feparate : but the 
Buckfhy was To good as to allow many of 
the Europeans to take off their irons. 

We had made but few marches, before 
we found that rice alone had not fuflicient 
fuftenance in it to fupport us under the fa- 
tigues of conftant marching in the fun ; we 
therefore made a propofal to the bazar-man, 
to fupply us with, more neccdaries of life 
out of his tliop, at the rate of four pagodas 
for one, to be paid him on our arrival at 
Oofcottah, to which, after much entreaty, 
he l'eemingly with reluctance confcnted j but 
he exacted fuch an extravagant price for 
every article, that we did not receive more 
than the value of half a rupee for cveiy 
four pagodas ; however, that was a matter 
of very little confequcnce, when pat in con- 
fideration with the prefervation of our lives. 

Nothing further material happen^ till 
our arrival at Seerahungy, on the 8th of 
April, when the Buckfhy informed us, he 
expected a gentPeman high in tiie Compa- 
ny’s 



284 APPENDIX. 

ny’s civil fervice at Madras, would overtake 
us that night, as he had heard he was very 
near ; and the next morning, before the 
rear had marched off the ground, the gen- 
tleman alluded to, and Enlign l'omblong, 
of the lame eftablifhment, overtook us. The 
appearance of thefe gentlemen gave us in- 
cxpreffible fatisfadtion, for nothing could be 
more agreeable to us, at this time, than 
meeting with fome of our own countrymen. 
Thole gentlemen who were in the rear were 
very cordially received by Mr. Fomblong ; 
but the other Englilh gentleman’s conduit 
was not fo pleafing, for though he had it 
much in his power to have allifted us if he 
had chofen it, when he was requefted by 
one of the officers to ufc his endeavours 
with the Buckfhy, to have all the men ta- 
ken out of irons, he replied, “ the Jituation 
“ the troops were then in was the beji and fe~ 
“ careji way of marching them 

Aether officer reprefented to this gen- 
tleman the many dUlreffes of the officers 
and men, and particularly mentioned their 
9 being bare-footed, as alfo r the neceffity we 

were 
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were reduced to of purchafing the mere nc- 
ceffarics of life from the bazar-man, at fuch 
an exorbitant intereft. In anfwer to which, 
this gentleman told him, he could give us 
no afliftancc ; he and afked him, how he in- 
tended to difeharge the bazar debt ? Then 
immediately turning to another officer, with 
the cooleft indifference, he afked him what 
corps he belonged to. The officer who ad- 
dreffed this gentleman in behalf of himfelf 
and fellow-fufferers, was fo fhocked at thofc 
words, and his behaviour, that he could 
make him no anfwer, but took his leave in 
filent aflonilhment. 

This extraordinary behaviour in a gentle- 
man who poffeffed ample means of doing us 
fervice, hurt our feelings more lcnfibly than 
any thing we had hitherto experienced. — 
Such treatment from the enemy might, in 
fome degree, have been expected ; but to re- 
ceive it from one of our own countrymen, 
and from the firft perfon, too, who was an 
eye-witnefs of our diftrefs, was cruel B%ond 
meafure. Allowing, what indeed but too 
plainly appeared that this gentleman did 

hot 
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not pofTcfs much of the milk of human na- 
ture, yet finely fuch a fcene of diftrefs might- 
have provoked fome fparks of companion, 
efpecially as the affiftance he might have 
procured for us, would have coft him no 
more than a bare application to the perfon 
under whofe charge we then were. After 
a lhort flay, this gentleman and Enfign 
Fomblong proceeded on their way to Ban- 
galore, the former leaving us a prelent of 
fix bottles and an half of various forts of 
liquors, whicli our fituation did not allow 
us to refufe, as we concluded it might be 
of fervice to fome of our companions who 
were lick. 

On the 1 2th, having loft, by death, only 
two Europeans, we arrived at Oolcottah, 
where we found Lieutenant Dallas, of the 
Madras cavalry, who had been appointed by 
the commiilioners to receive the prifoners. 
Mr. Dallas’s behaviour was widely different 
from that of the gentleman, whofe conduct 
I haffe been relating. The contrail was a 
very pleafing one, for Mr. Dalis came to us 
in the evening, accompanied by Lieutenant 
* M'Alliftor 
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M'Alliltor and Cornet Leonard, of the Ma- 
dras cavalry, and with the molt friendly 
good nature, offered every afliitauce he was 
able to afford us. 

On the 13 th, another party of prifoners 
arrived, whom the CommilTioners had col- 
lected on their march from Mangalore, 
when a iecond happy meeting cnfucd, and 
in the evening we all joined Lieutenant 
Dallas, and were delivered over in change 
to Beem Row, a Bramin appointed by the 
Nawaub to conduct the Britilh prifoners 
from Oofcottah to the Carnatic. We now 
enjoyed a greater fcope of liberty, than wc 
had ever done lince we were captured, 
being allowed to range over the whole 
camp ; and Beem Row was fo good as to 
take all the troops out of irons, though he 
had orders to the contrary : we alio lived in 
perfect luxury, compared to our late mode 
of cxilling, for Mr. Dallas furnifhed us 
with tents, and daily fupplied us with meat 
and liquors ; and ufed all his exertions to 
give general fatisfaCtion. . This day arrived 
from Bangalore fylr. Sadlier, and Colonel 

Braith- 



Braithwaite, of the Madras ellabliffiment, 
which latter gentleman obtained permif- 
lion from the Nawaub to proceed to 
Madras, with Mr. Sadlier, before the other 
priloners : they accordingly let out for the 
Carnatic the next morning, leaving a large 
quantity of the Company’s liquors, and two 
thoufand pagodas, which fum was after- 
wards diftributed, referving a part for the 
other prifoners, who were hourly expelled ; 
eacl§< of ihe officers received two pagodas, 
each of the tailors one pagoda and an half, 
and each foldicr one pagoda ; the Sepoys 
did not receive any until fome days after, 
when they each lliared one rupee and an 
half. Each of the officers alfo received a 
hat, a pair of Ihoes, four pair of ftockings, 
and a fufficient quantity of broad cloth for 
one coat j thefe articles having been fent up 
by the Government of Madras. 
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C. 


Prijbn Song in Scriugapatam. 

I. 

E folks of Mail ra*. 

Who your time gaily pafs, 
Unheedful of forrow’s lad tale ; 
Could you lift to my fong. 

You’d not think it wrong 
To take a fhort peep at our Jail ; 
The writer fo merry, 

The ft iff* fecretary. 

The gorger on turkey and ham. 
Not doom’d to relieve. 

Might laugh in his fleeve 
At his friends in Seringapatam* 

Vol. IL T 


But 
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II. 

But, firft, could you guefs 
Our whimfical drefs, 

Or fiiould I the matter difclofe ; 

I fear, on my life, 

Whether maiden or wife, 

Your ladies might cock up their note : 
Shirt, jacket and trowzers, 

And chains, curfed rowzers, 

Which oft wc eternally damn, 

The chief drefs compofe 
Of your prifon-pent beaux, 

In jail at Seringapatam. 

III. 

Nor let me refufc, 

Like an lll-natur’d mufe, 

But gladly include in my tafk, 

So worthy oflajs, 

Let me ftng the loud praife 
Of the fagdy-contriv’d gally-gafs : 
Ceafe Pinchlcy, to crack, 

With your friend at youf back, 
Your inventions are all but a (ham 
To this guard o* the fkin, 

On each fliambling thin, 

In chains at Seringapatam. 

IV. 

Some fops of the place, 

With feraps of dull lace, 


Their 
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Their old batter'd beavers bedeck ; 
Whilft with patches of red 
Some their jackets befpread. 

For want of a cuff or a neck : 

In huge moorman’s flippers. 

Not unlike Dutch (kippers, 

Sonic make a mof) graceful ialam ; 
Whilft fonie with their toes 
Sticking out of their (hoes 
Trudge the jail of Seringapatam. 

V. 

At break £* ft our food 
Might not appear good. 

Compar’d with your tonft and your tea 5 
Yet the praifes I'll utter 
Of conjee and butter, 

Or hoppers well tried in good ghee* 
We’\c thick four tyre 
What can we defire, 

And all for a golden fanam : 

We've milk and we've rice. 

And we’ve every thing nice, 

In the jail of Seringapatam, 

VI. 

For dinner we ufc 
The moft delicate flews* 


* Sour milk. 

T \ 


Serv'd 
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Serv’d up in a ncw-falhion’d ftyle $ 

Yet when in a hurry 
Difpcnfe with a curry, 

Tho* fometimes we’ve roaftand weVe boil’d : 
No pinch’d pitty-patty, 

Each man has his chatty 
Of high-flavour ’d goat or of ram. 

Then drinks in pure water 
Wife, Miftrefs, or Daughter : 

The toaft at Scringapatam. 

VII. 

Then could you but fee 
Our afternoon’s tea, 

Your cuftoms to better mull yield 5 
Nor would you fip long 
Your flop of Souchong, 

But fly to the herb of the field $ 

When jaggary fyrup 

Wc mix and we llir up, * 

Convinc’d you'd furrender the palm. 

And ftrike oft' old Hyfon, 

That nervous flow poifon, 

For tea of Scringapatam. 

VIII. 

Some fly faving cubs. 

By hoarding their dubs, 

I’ll warrant old hands at that trade ; 

Oft indulge in a fwinger 
Of nice preferv’d ginger. 

Or orange in rich marmalade : 


Our 
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Our evenings we pafs. 

Like the gay at Madras, 

With Whift, with Spadille, and with Pam, 
Cheroot hubble-bubble. 

Then fmother our trouble 
In jail at Seringapatam. 

IX. 

Each temperate day 
With health glides away, 

No triflings f our forenoons profane ; 

Wc kick up our cruppers 
At high-fcafon’d fuppers. 

Which fleep from our eyes might detain : 
Yet fome with difgrace 
Have bcpimpled their face 
13y deco£lion of doll or of gram. 

Or the high plantain fritter, 

For freedom much titter 
Than jail at Seringapatam. 

X. 

Nor here be forgot 
Our neat bamboo cot, 

Unpainted, uncarv’d, and unguilt ; 

Nor that beft of all rugs, 

When diverted of bugs, 

Which we find in a beggarman’s quilt : 
We lay ourfelves flat 
Qn a clean threc-dub mat, 

• Cheroot is tobbacc* rolled up in Sagan* 
j* Luncheons* 

T 3 


Our 
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Our pillows with ftraw we do cram f. 

We find fweet repofe, 

Often freed from our foes, 

Oft releas’d from Seringapatam. 

XI. 

You’d think we were far gone 
To hear but the jargon 
Of nations fo ftrangely combin’d ; 

We’ve Danes and we’ve Dutchmen, 

You fcarce have fecn fuch men. 

And fcarccly again will you find : 

We've Sawneys and Paddies, 

And braw Highland laddies, 

Free Britons in here too they ramm ; 

The Swifs and the Frenchman, 

The leek-loving Welchman, 

A 11 chain’d in Seringapatam. 

XII. 

Each trade, each profeflion, 

In various progreflion, 

You’d find in our prifon’s fmall round % 

We’ve carpenters, taylors. 

We've fnuffmen, and failors, 

And fage politicians profound : 

The lawyer, phyfician, 

The cruel mufician, 

The good Commandant Sid Abram $ 

The painter, the poet, 

The great wit, the no wit^ 

All, all in Seringapatam, • 

The 
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XIII. 

The Muflulmans laut* 

Is extenfively taught, 

Nor pafs we our days like dull fots j 
With a ft one for a fcraper, 

Dcny’d pen and paper, 

We write on the fragments of pots : 

We’ve books few in number, 

But not like your lumber 
Our (helves do they ufelcfsly jamm ; 

Each night in the guard. 

Left we ftudy too hard, 

They’re fecur’d, in Seringapatamf* 

XIV. 

Some fweet recreation. 

Each day in rotation. 

The fadnefs of each doth amufe ; 

Nor like Wife Men of Gotum, 

Reje£t we Tee-totum, 

Chuck marbles, or Game of the Goofe ; 

Some roar the loud fong, 
w To Anacreon 

* Language of Moors. 

f S > fuperftitious and abfurd was their dread of Europeans, though in 
prifon, and fo extravagant the notions they entertained of our art and 
knowledge, that they were apprehenfive left, if the few books we had 
ihould be left in our hands in the night time, we might in fomc unJ itky 
hour, by means of fome fpells or enchantments, in which they might ( be 
inftrumental, contrive to make our efcapc, or to overcome our guards and 
dttftroy the prifon . • 

T 4 


More 



APPENDIX 


More pioufly fome raife a Pfalm ; 
Some rattle the dice, 

Some catch rats and qiice^ 

In jail at Seringapatam. 

XV. 

Still thus let’s difguife 
Our fadnefs and lighs, 

Thus chace away chilly defpair ; 
Refign’d to our woes, 

And the chains of our foes, 
Submit to the foldicr’s hard fare; 
Let’s think each to-mdrrow 
Mull fhorten our forrow. 

Let hope fervfc inftcad of a dram. 
That freedom once more 
May open the door 

Of our Jail at Seringapatam* 
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D. 


Prt/on Song in Bangalore . 


I, 

At length now that liberty dawns. 
The Mufe who lay dormant fo long % 
Companion to mis’ry in bonds, 
Upraifes her head with a fong. 

To you our old friends in Madras, 
Who furely our fuff’rings bewail ; 

While your hours fo cheerfully pafs. 
View the Icenes of our Bangalore jail. 

II. 

In affluence rolling at eafe, 

V ouVe nothing to hope or to fear 5 
You live and you rove as you pleafe, 
Unconfcious of what pafles here. 

Retire then from pleasure and play. 
And lift to our forrowful tale 5 
Regard not the news of the day. 
While we fhew you our Bangalore jail* 


x. 
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III. ' 

How can we be cheerful and gay. 
When hunger aflails us fo keen ; 

How can we with fix cafh a day. 
Repel the invnfion of fpleen ? 

In vain our hard fate we repine. 

In vain on our fortunes we rail ; 

On Mullaga Tofty w* dine. 

Or Conjee, in Bangalore jail. 

IV. 

Like horfes we're pent in a (hade. 
Like felons we're loaded with chains ; 

And while mother earth is our bed. 
We float in the time of the rains. 

The centinels plac’d at the door. 

Are for our fecurity bail ; 

With mufkets and chaubucks fecurc. 
They guard us in Bangalore jail. 

V. ■ 

Along the Veranda we ftalk, 

And think on paft pleafure with pain; 

With arms enfolded we walk* 

And figh for thofe pleafures again. 

And oft is our thinking confin’d, 

To means of projecting a meal $ 

Which if we efleCt to our mind, 
We’re happy ^Bangalore jail. 


VI. 
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VI. 

As famine approaches our gate. 

More faving we grow in our fare * 

Refolv’d to encounter our fate, 

We bury the thoughts of dcfpair. 

We feel with regret our decay. 

So meagre, fo lank, and fo pale ; 

Like ghofts we are rang’d in array. 
When mufter’d in Bangalore jail. 

VII. 

Then while the bell days of our prime. 
Walk flowly and wretchedly on ; 

We pafs the dull hours of our time 
With marbles,, cards, dice, or a fongj 

\V r hile others lit mending their clothes. 
Which long fince began for to fail ; 

Amufements that lighten the woes 
Of the captive in Bangalore jail. 

VIII. 

The do£tor, with joy in his face. 
Arrives with a timely lupply; 

He brings the glad tidings of peace. 
And that our releafement is nigh. 

Since freedom to vifit us deigns. 

In raptures we open the mail ; 

Difcordant we rattle our chains. 

Tire mu lie of Bangalore jail. 


APPEN- 



C 300 3 
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E. 


PriJbtt Expences of Scringapatam 

Jsypences of fittyig up a Prifoner newly arrived at Seringapatam. 


o. 


^NE piece of coarfe cloth, which makes 
two fhirts 

Chints for one jacket - - - 

Lining for ditto - 

Moorman’s flippers - 

Leather and tape for galligafkins* 
Beggarman’s quilt, of old ragsf 
Mat to fleep on - 

Straw for pillows - 

JBafket for clothes - 

An earthen chatty to eat off 
One earthen bafon, 2 goglcts 
A china or wooden fpoon 
Half piece of Dungerce, for pillow-cafes, 7 
towels, &c. - - - - - j 

A long drawer ft ring 
A wooden comb - 


Jaggary Pot (molaffes) 
Broom - 
Lamp - 
Tape to queau hair 


F. 

D. 

c. 

4 

5 

0 

2 

O 

0 

1 

O 

0 

/ 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 1 

3 

O 

0 

2 

O 

i 

6 

3 

0 

T 

0 

0 

O 

2 

0 

O 

1 

0 

O 

1 

0 

O 

04 

0 

I 

0 

*3 

2 



* The galligalkins are made of leather, and wore under the irons to 
jpreferve the ikin. 

| A beggarman's quilt was a garment made of fegs, collected from all 
hand*, and of all colours, walked and f wed together. It was warm and 
•mfortuble, though an object of laughter. 
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Articles of Luxury , only to be obtained by 
the Opulent after a Length of Saving . 


Oi 


"NE common kniFe - - • 

One pen ditto - 
One comley, as a covering 
Bamboos and ropes for a cot 
Bamboos for a ltooi - - ' - 

Paper per lheet - 

Reeds for pens, each - 

Sweetmeats, per flick - 

Six plaintains - 
Six limes - 

Four oranges - 
Six guavas - 
Three mangoes - 

Eight cheroots - 

Tobacco in (talk (reed for finoking) 
Drefling a hubble-bubble per week, at 
three chillums * per day (three or four) 
Keeping a pair of pigeons, per week 
Paint, paper, paflc, &c. for making a pack ? 

of cards ? 

Ditto for making back-gammon table - 
Ivory for one pair of dice - 

Chcls- board of paper, and men 


i 

0 

4 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


D. 


t 

2 

8 


I 

o 

0 

1 
I 
X 
I 
I 
1 

0 

3 

1 

9 


o 

o 

o 

o 

0 
2 

1 

1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

2 

o 

o 

o 

2 


9 CiiiLf. v mi are balls of tofeacce and plantains, and certain 
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One Week's Expense fir a Mefs of Eight Gentlemen: 

Breaifafi and Dinner . , 


Monday. 

JS 

tA 

M 

4 

Tuesday. 

« 

C 

(S> 

-Ck 


Cutcheree. 

n 

U* 

Q 

a 

o 

Fowl Curry. 

Uh 

3 

a 

c 

Four loaves bread 

0 

9 

0 

Bread 

0 

g 

0 

Milk 

o 

2 

I 

Milk 

0 

2 

I 

Butter 

0 

4 

2 

Butter 

0 

4 

o 

Burnt rice, as aT 




Rice-coffee 

0 

l 

0 

fubftitute for > 

0 

I 

0 

Four fowls 

2 

0 

0 

coffee - J 




Curry fluff 

0 

3 

2 

Rice 

0 

7 

0 

Two feer rice - 

0 

7 

0 

Doll - - 

0 

3 

0 

Ghee 

o 

7 

*3 

Ghee 

0 

9 

o 

Greens - 

0 

0 

0 

Qnions - 

0 

3 

0 

Chatties - 

0 

2 

0 

Cloves, &c. 

0 

X 

0 

Wood - 

O 

4 

0 

Wood - 

0 

4 

0 




Salt - - 

0 

X 

0 





Total 

4 

0 

3 

Total 

_5_ 

1 

x 

0 

WEDNESDAY. 

rS 

i 

£ 

Thursday. 

X* 

c 

i 

£ 

Mutton Curry. 

* 

u* 

s 

Q 

'a 

o 

Mutton Baked. 

* 

3 

Q 

rt 

O 

Bread 

0 

9 

0 

Bread 

° 1 

9 

0 

Milk - > 

0 

2 

i 

Milk 

0 i 

2 

z 

Butter 

0 

4 

0 

Butter 

0 

4 

0 

Ricc-coffcc 

0 

l 

0 

Rice-coffee 

0 

i 

0 

One quarter mutton 

1 

i 

2 

Muttton 2 quarters 

2 

2 

1 

Rice - 

0 

7 

2 

Greens - 

0 

31 

0 

Curry fluff’ 

0 

3 

2 

Spices 

0 

2 

0 

Ghee 

0 

5 

0 

Pepper 

0 

2 

0 

Greens - 

0 

0 

3 

Salt - r 

0 

I 

0 

Wood - - 
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By the above each geitfc^ 

toan fbares two gold fovea Ms 

per week; and there nMhft three dubs 
and three cafh in the c/ateptityL hands to* 
wards the pxperices of tht^peb enfuing.*** 
This furplus, from being laid out in Pi* 
arrack in the early age of this fociety, ot*4 
tained, and ftill goes by the name of Ar- 
rack Money, and is our only fund for 
clothes, payment of a fanam per month 
each to a washerman, medicines, and the 
incidental expences of jaggary, oil, foap, 
limes, thread, needles, tape, chatties, pub- 
lic fubfcription|^^c. &c. The fanam 
changes for jipt9& dubs and four cafh; 
one dub, deroR fenams, one pagoda. 










